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The North Central Association (NCA) has identified several prompts that will be used to evaluate student learning outcomes assessment:

1. How are your stated student learning outcomes appropriate to your mission, programs, and degrees?

2.
What evidence do you have that students achieve your stated learning outcomes?

3.
In what ways do you analyze and use evidence of student learning?

4.
How do you ensure shared responsibility for assessment of student learning?

5.
How do you evaluate and improve the effectiveness of your efforts to assess and 
improve student learning?

The Office of Assessment and Accreditation (Division of Academic Affairs) has created an Assessment Progress Database in which program directors, department chairs, associate deans, deans, and other university officials in the Division of Academic Affairs can view the current status of student outcomes assessment activity in their respective areas of concern. The information contained on this database will be used to answer the questions listed above.

The purpose of the database is to provide a summary of the status of student learning assessment in the Division of Academic Affairs. The Office of Assessment and Accreditation will validate the information contained in the report through personal consultation with program directors, department chairs, and others in the Division of Academic Affairs. Another purpose is to provide accessible information to individuals in the Division of Academic Affairs so that they can learn from one another through viewing the different assessment methods employed throughout the Division of Academic Affairs, and to make reports on assessment publicly accessible, a stated preference of the NCA.

We ask that the relevant individuals do the following:

1. Scroll down to the appropriate program(s);

2. Review the assessments, summary, faculty, and discussion information, and note any deletions, additions, or revisions;

3. Review program information. If a program is not listed, or should be deleted, please make a note of this;

4. Contact Sean McKitrick, Assessment and Accreditation Coordination (Division of Academic Affairs) at x8899 or at smckitrick@isugw.indstate.edu, and request that specific corrections (deletions, additions, etc.) be made on the database.

Please note that the information is not perfect, and will constantly be updated. However, we do make the following recommendations:

1. If the database lists assessments that are not active (have never been used, and there are no plans to use them), it is best to delete those from the database. 

2. List assessments and other relevant information that can be backed up by appropriate documentation. Examples of documentation could be summary reports of assessments (to demonstrate that student learning assessments are being summarized), faculty meeting minutes (to demonstrate that student learning assessments are being discussed and reflected upon by faculty), highlighted portions of Academic Notes that reference faculty meeting minutes or other prior documentation (to demonstrate that faculty discussions/reflections are used to enhance student learning, make program modifications, etc.), faculty reflective narratives indicating how knowledge of assessment information has informed their teaching, etc.

3. When reviewing assessments, make sure to keep a historical record of all activity (student learning enhancements, changes in curriculum, etc.) that demonstrate how assessments have been used in your program.

The Office of Assessment and Accreditation is required to validate information found on the database. During Spring 2006, it will visit each program/department to find documentation and other information that confirms that the information on the database exists. In future years, the database will be used to collect information for the NCA self-study, as well as to provide periodic reports about the status of assessment at ISU. 

