Table Two: Summary of General Education Student Learning Outcomes Indicators by General Education Program Objective (Summer 2005)

	General Education Objectives
	Assessment One: NSSE Assessment Questions
	Assessment Two: GRE Examination
	Assessment Three: Capstone Courses
	Assessment Four: Departmental Reports and Interviews with General Education Faculty

	1. Critical Thinking: Developing Students' Capacities For Independent Thinking
	Overall, students indicate that they "often" work on papers of projects that require the integration of ideas, ask questions in class, and apply theories learned in class. Senior students score significantly lower in respect to "asking questions in class or contributing to class discussions" when compared to other doctoral intensive institutions and "applying theories or problems to practical problems or real world situations" when compared to all NSSE participating institutions.
	ISU students score in the 32nd percentile in analytical writing and on the 42nd percentile on the verbal section; these scores are not outside what the normal distribution of national scores, however.
	not yet implemented
	Interviews with several general education faculty indicate that students may not be acceptant of teaching methods other than lecture. Students may need assistance thinking outside their own world view, or outside their major areas of interest; curriculum review indicates emphasis on experiential learning.

	2. Critical Thinking: Developing Students' Capacities For Critical Analysis and Reasoned Inquiry
	Overall, seniors students state that they "often" analyze basic elements of ideas, synthesize and organize ideas, and think critically and analytically.Senior students score significantly lower when compared to other NSSE participating and doctoral intensive institutions in respect to "analyzing basic elements of an idea, experience, or theory," "synthesizing and organizing ideas, information, or experiences," and "thinking critically and analytically"
	ISU students score in the 32nd percentile in analytical writing and on the 42nd percentile on the verbal section, and in the 26th percentile on the quantitative section; these scores are not outside what the normal distribution of national scores, however.
	not yet implemented
	Students tend to ask insightful questions, but need to move beyond wanting to merely memorize facts; curriculum review indicates emphasis on experiential learning.

	3.. Communication Skills: Enhancing Students' Writing Abilities
	Overall, seniors report that they "write clearly and effectively" quite a "sometimes" prepare a draft of a paper before turning it in. Senior students score significantly lower that other NSSE participating institutions in respect to "preparing two or more drafts of a paper of assignment before turning it in."
	ISU students score in the 32nd percentile on analytical writing examination; these scores are not outside what the normal distribution of national scores, however.
	not yet implemented
	Interviews with faculty indicate that students need to continue learning how to write, especially focusing on organization and grammar--however students do seem to be aware of everyday issues in their writing; curriculum review indicates emphasis on experiential learning.

	4. Communication Skills: Enhancing Students' Speaking and Listening Abilities
	Senior students report making class presentations between "sometimes" and "often;" and report that ISU helped them "speak clearly and effectively," between "some" and "quite a bit." Senior students score significantly lower in respect to "speaking clearly and effectively" when compared to other NSSE institutions
	 
	not yet implemented
	Interviews with faculty indicate that students tend to listen when they are interested, but tend to be passive listeners. Curriculum review indicates emphasis on experiential learning.

	5. Communication Skills: Enhancing Students' Reading Abilities
	Senior student score significantly lower in respect to "number of assigned books or book-length packs of course readings" and "number of books read on your own (not assigned) for personal enjoyment or academic enrichment" when compared to NSSE-participating and doctoral intensive institutions
	ISU students score on the 42nd percentile on the verbal section; this scores are not outside what the normal distribution of national scores, however.
	not yet implemented
	Interviews with general education indicate that students tend to avoid reading required materials in class; curriculum review indicates emphasis on experiential learning.

	6. Issues of Value and Belief: Enhancing Students' Capacities for Making Informed and Reasonable Choices
	Senior students indicate that their coursework has helped them between "some" and "quite a bit" in respect to making judgments about the value of information, arguments, etc, and in respect to solving complex real world problems. Senior students score significantly lower on "making judgments about the value of information, arguments or methods" when compared to all other NSSE participating institutions.
	 
	not yet implemented
	Curriculum review indicates emphasis on experiential learning.

	7. Life-Long Learning: Helping Students Develop Knowledge and Skills That Encourage Participatory Citizenship
	Senior students report having serious conversations with students very different from them and contributing to the welfare their community between "some" and "quite a bit; they report voting and participating in community projects as part of a course between "very little" and "some." Senior students score significantly higher on "participating in community project as part of a course" when compared to all other NSSE participating institutions;" averages significantly lower for seniors in respect to "having serious conversations with students very different than you," "voting" and "contributing to welfare of your community."
	 
	not yet implemented
	Interviews with faculty indicate that students tend to know how to be good citizens; curriculum review indicates emphasis on experiential learning.

	8. Life-Long Learning: Helping Students Develop Knowledge and Skills That Acknowledge the Value of Learning
	Seniors report work learning effectively on their own between "some" and "quite a bit," and report tutoring or teaching other students and working with faculty on activities other than course work between "very little" and "some." Senior students score significantly higher on "working with faculty on activities other than course work" when compared to other doctoral intensive institutions," and significantly lower on "learning effectively on your own" when compared to other NSSE-participating institutions."
	 
	not yet implemented
	Interviews with faculty indicate that students tend to acknowledge the need for life-long learning; curriculum review indicates emphasis on experiential learning.

	9. Life-Long Learning: Helping Students Develop Knowledge and Skills That Facilitate Adaptation to Change
	Senior students report including diverse perspective in class discussions, having serious conversations with students of different races or ethnicities, having serious conversations with students of different religious beliefs, political opinions, or personal values, understanding people of other racial and ethnic backgrounds, and developing a personal code of values and ethics between "sometimes" and "often."Senior students score significantly higher on "understanding people of other racial and ethnic backgrounds" when compared to other doctoral intensive institutions, and significantly lower, for seniors when compared to all other NSSE participating institutions.
	 
	not yet implemented
	Interviews with general education faculty indicate that students tend to be averse to different methods of accomplishing learning and practical tasks; curriculum review indicates emphasis on experiential learning.


For NSSE results, please refer to the following link:

http://irt2.indstate.edu/home/stats/surveys/documents/NSSE_2003_Senior
� Assessment results presented to General Education Council in October 2005 by Dr. Sean McKitrick, Assessment and Accreditation Coordinator, Division of Academic Affairs, Indiana State University. Actions and recommendations relevant to the triangulated results can be found in the meeting minutes found on the Office of General Education web site.





