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Katie Garner, M. (author of best-selling book, Secret Stories® Cracking the Reading Code with the Brain in Mind) is an internationally known keynote speaker, author and literacy consultant with twenty-five years of experience working in early grade classrooms across the country, and a passion for infusing neuroscience into literacy and learning! Her “backdoor-to-the-brain” approach to fast-tracking phonics skills for reading, via the social-emotional learning channels, shifts the paradigms associated with traditional reading instruction, and has gained national recognition with the No Child Left Behind, Reading First and RTI Initiatives. Katie is an annually featured and keynote speaker at education conferences across the United States and abroad—including an ongoing, international keynote series with North American literacy leaders, Richard Allington (What Really Matters for Struggling Readers) and Anne Cunningham (National Early Literacy Panel “NELP” Report) at the Vulnerable Readers Summits. Her fast-paced and dynamic presentations spotlight “brain-changing” strategies to boost existing reading curriculum and instruction with the latest neural research showing how our brains learn best! Katie’s practical
Katie Garner’s Presentations
Keynote
Discover the Secrets of the Reading Brain

There is a wide gap between what we know about the brain and how we teach kids to read. The ability to catch learners before they fall lies in awareness and understanding of the brain science. For example, did you know that the brain has a “backdoor” for accelerated learning that is easily hacked into? Teachers can access this backdoor to fast-track phonics skills for both reading and writing. Using brain science as a roadmap, explore alternative neural pathways that transform high-leverage phonics skills into child’s play, and change the game of literacy learning in your classroom!

Breakout 1 and 3
Too Many Letter Sounds, Too Many Phonics Rules, Too Many Sight Words!

Teach SMARTER, not harder! Discover how to target daily reading and writing (phonics) instruction to the brain’s social-emotional “superhighways” for accelerated learning! In this session, you will learn how to help students forge meaningful connections to abstract phonics skills by engaging the affective “feeling-based” centers in the brain. Fast-track phonics for reading and writing in your classroom with this brain-based bundle of teaching tools that will leave you armed and ready for Monday morning!

Breakout 2 and 4
Using Writing as a Window Into the Mind of a Reader

Did you know that reading and writing are virtually identical processes in the brain, up to the point of automaticity? This session will explore the inherent reading and writing connection, as well as learning loopholes for exploiting it! Discover how to use student writing as a diagnostic “x-ray” of current phonics skill ability, and take away brain-changing strategies for maximizing the value of reading and writing experiences across the instructional day! 

Greg Smedley-Warren, Mr. Greg from The Kindergarten Smorgasboard, lives in Nashville, Tennessee.  He has been teaching for 13 years where he spent a year teaching fifth grade, two years in second grade and is now in his10th year in kindergarten which is his passion. His plans are to never leave the classroom as the kids are what drive him to continue his growth as a teacher and person.

Greg received his bachelor’s degree from Indiana University and his ELL certification from David Lipscomb University.  At the beginning of his career he spent two summers teaching in Ecuador which only helped to fan the flames of his passion for teaching.  He has a monthly broadcast on YouTube called Submission for Smorgie LIVE.  He enjoys blogging, creating curriculum and resources for his classroom and conducting professional development sessions to help teachers around the world make their classrooms a more fun, effective and interactive place to teach.
Greg Smedley-Warren’s Presentations
Breakout 1 and 3

Comprehend This! Read Aloud & Reading Comprehension

Are you looking to up your reading comprehension game?  In this session you will discover how to take your read alouds & reading comprehension instruction to the next level using research based, classroom proven strategies & resources. You will see how a classroom uses research projects to focus informational texts, research & writing. You will discover how to use our Read It Up! creations to elevate your students comprehension skills! You will stock up on ideas for engaging students, meeting all their needs & challenging time to reach for higher order thinking skills! 
Breakout 2 and 4

Classroom Management Ideas & Tips

Classroom management making you crazy?  How about some research based strategies, ideas and tips to take the chaos out of classroom management!   Learn the power of relationships, consistency and expectations as well as some easy to implement tips and tricks to make your classroom run like a well-oiled machine all without any behavior programs, rewards or incentives!

Barry Lane is a writer, folksinger, author, filmmaker, cartoonist, publisher, who has taught writing K-Prison.  He believes that learning that isn't fun and engaging won't be remembered and might even lead to the 'undeducation 'of a child. His books for teachers include, After THE END: Teaching Creative Revision, Revisers Toolbox,  Why We Must Run with Scissors, 51 Wacky We-search Reports , Hooked on Meaning (book and DVD, But How Do You Teach Writing? and others. Barry believes that songs can bind hearts together in a common purpose, speak truth and give hope to all who listen. He has performed his Force Field for Good assemblies for children in 30 states. His website is barrylane.com   and many of his songs can be purchased on iTunes as long as you don’t confuse him with the German Disco singer with the same name.

Barry Lane’s Presentations

Breakout 1 and 3

The Art of Wacky We-search: Writing and Laughing Across the Curriculum

Who says research reports and informational writing have to be dry and boring? Trade in the dump truck or the Google Download for something far more meaningful and fun and exceed the State Standards in the process. Based on Barry's best-selling non-fiction children's book , 51 Wacky We-search Reports, this session will give you scores of ideas for transforming research writing assignments in your class. You will also learn that because humorists have to make people laugh, they have to explore a subject from more than one angle. The best humor is rigorous thinking.
Breakout 2 and 4

Force Field for Good: Nurturing Kinder Voices through Song and Story K-3
Creating a culture of kindness involves more than memorizing an acronym or a list of rules. Kindness grows when children have time to reflect and make personal connections with literature and their own stories. This workshop, based on Barry’s book and CD Force Field for Good, shows you how to create kinder school culture through reading and writing and singing.

John Wolf is currently Director of Professional Development Product and Planning for Benchmark Education Company. Mr. Wolf started his career in elementary education at Vigo County School Corporation, working his way from general education teacher to a curriculum specialist in the Central Office before he joined the Indiana Department of Education. At the Department of Education, Mr. Wolf served as the Elementary Literacy Specialist, Indiana Reading First Director from 2009—2011, Title I improvement, and special education specialist. Mr. Wolf has worked with thousands of elementary teachers throughout the state and nation to help them develop effective reading strategies.

John Wolf’s Presentations

Breakout 1 and 3

Conducting Purposeful Interactive Read Alouds and Whole Class Conversations 
“Reading aloud with children is known to be the single most important activity for building the knowledge and skills they will eventually require for learning to read.” ― Marilyn Jager Adams

Come experience an interactive read aloud and engage in a discussion with colleagues. In this session participants will explore an interactive read aloud planning process which fosters conversation and develops deep thinking. Strategies for instruction will be modeled and practiced. Participants should bring a picture book they might use with students in their classroom.
Breakout 2 and 4

What Are The Other Children Doing While I Conduct A Guided Reading Group?
“The greatest sign of success for a teacher is to be able to say, “The children are working as if I do not exist.”― Maria Montessori
Are you interested in exploring… what do the rest of my students do when I’m working with small groups? This session will focus on a variety of active, differentiated and engaging workstations that promote the development of literacy skills. Participants will examine instructional practices, explore learning opportunities, ways to differentiate student learning and leave with some super simple ideas to take right back to your classroom.
