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Welcome to the Bayh College of Education Newsletter! The
goal of our newsletter is to foster a sense of involvement

between faculty, staff, students, alumni and the
community. We want this newsletter to be as relevant as
possible to your needs. We welcome and encourage your

suggestions for content on our next edition. 
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From the Dean...

       I wish you the very best! You can always find more information about the
BCOE at https://www.indstate.edu/education/. Do feel free to contact me
with feedback, suggestions, or concerns at Brad.Balch@indstate.edu. GO
SYCAMORES!

Dear Students, Staff, Faculty, Donors, and Alumni,

       With each new academic year, I’m continually amazed at how quickly we
come to the end of the fall semester. I know you’ve all been very busy and
much has been accomplished. I’ve always enjoyed the following quote by an
unknown author – Be So Busy Living Your Life That You Have No Time for Hate,
Regrets, Worries, or Fears!

       I enjoyed participating in the Reading and Math Summits on November 21
and 22, respectively. It was a great source of pride to announce attendees
from 27 states as well as Canada and Australia. These important professional
development opportunities would not be possible without the support of
Duke Energy and CenterPoint Energy. In particular, the enthusiasm and
unyielding support of Rick Burger from Duke Energy is greatly appreciated. I
also want to offer a special thanks to the excellent work of Assistant Dean,
Judy Sheese, and the hard working staff of Education Student Services,
including Susan Goode, Ricardo Mata, Jennifer Stutler, and Cody Dolly.

       I do hope you’ll enjoy this month’s newsletter and its strong people-
centered emphasis. This communiqué provides rich insight into the great
work being accomplished by students, staff, faculty, and our college
partners.

Respectfully,
Brad Balch, Dean
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Emeritus Faculty
Member Gives Back

   Over the summer, professor emeritus, Dr. Feng-Qi Lai
established a scholarship for the Bayh College of Education. “It
has been an honor to get to know Dr. Lai over the last year. Her
passion for education is undeniable and her willingness to support
students is undeniable as well.” said Todd LaComba, Director of
Development for the Bayh College of Education. 
     Dr. Lai created the scholarship in memory of her parents
ZhengZhong Lai and YaoZhang Zhu Lai. Professor Lai said she
always remembers her late parents’ words and follows their
guidance to keep her integrity as a person as well as
professionally. Inspired and encouraged by her parents, Professor
Lai has devoted her life to Education. She truly loves students and
believes that education makes a difference!
        “I have had the privilege of knowing Dr. Lai for many years and
her passion for education and the students she served is second
to none. This scholarship will impact so many students for
generations to come. On behalf of the College, we are most
grateful for her generous support,” noted Brad Balch, Dean of the
Bayh College of Education. 

 
If you are interested in exploring giving options you can contact Todd

LaComba at 812-237-6130, todd.lacomba@indstate.edu or complete the
online giving form at https://givetoindianastate.org/

   
 

https://givetoindianastate.org/
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Accelerated Learning for
Early Readers Grant

This grant allows the Bayh College of Education to provide tutors for ten Title I schools.
Students in Grades 1 and 2 who may have been adversely affected by lack of
connectivity during the COVID-19 pandemic are targeted students. The IDOE approved
an expansion of services to community agencies that serve the designated Title 1
schools through afternoon programs and summer programs.

About the Grant 

Award Amount 
$710,738.00
(Indiana Department of Education)

2021-22: Outcomes of 20% increases in phonological awareness, phonics,
fluency, vocabulary, comprehension as measured by their schools
2022-23: Outcomes of 5% increases in phonological awareness, phonics,
fluency, vocabulary, comprehension as measured by their schools

Goals 
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Partnership Grants Continued  
Indiana Commission for Higher

Education Teacher Residency Grant 

About the Grant 

Award Amount 

We are university partners with Vigo County School Corporation and Southwest
Parke Community Schools to provide support for 7 Resident teachers and their
Mentors through Indiana’s Teacher Residency Grant.

Vigo County School Corporation, $60,000
Southwest Parke Community Schools, $30,000

Residents
The 7 Residents will provide over 8,900 service hours in 6 area schools. ISU is
providing 28 hours of observation and one-on-one reflection to the residents over
their teaching units.

Mentors 
ISU is providing the mentors with 15 hours of mentoring instruction and support
through a graduate workshop led by Dr. Kathy Bauserman.
The mentors are providing over 8,900 hours of supervision, observation,
reflection, and guidance for their residents. 

"The residency grant gave me the opportunity
to become part of the school community.”
-Janelle Bruce, 5th Grade at Rosedale
Elementary School
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Partnership Grants Continued  
Exploration, Engagement, and

Experience (3E) Grant 

About the Grant 

Early career exploration for elementary school students
Middle school career engagement activities
Development of Career and Technical Education Pathways in health sciences,
exercise science, engineering, design technology, business, and education
professions. 
Parent sessions for middle and high school parents

The Exploration, Engagement, and Experience (3E) Grant consists of several
activities aimed at career exploration and engagement at the elementary, middle
school levels and  high school levels. 
Grant Activities:

Award Amount 
$393,586.00
(Indiana Department of Education)

Partner Districts 
Bloomfield School District
Clay Community Schools
Eastern Greene Schools
Eminence Community Schools
Greencastle Community School Corp
Linton Stockton School Corp
MSD Lawrence Township

North Central Parke
North Putnam Community Schools
North Vermillion Community School Corp
Northeast School Corp
Richland-Bean Blossom
Southwest Parke Community Schools
Vigo County School Corp
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Vigo County Education
Foundation Grant Recipients

      (Dean’s Note: The Vigo County Education Foundation is an important partner with the Bayh
College of Education and they have a standing position on their Board for the current Dean.
More information at www.vigocountyeducationfoundation.org. This article illustrates the impact
the Foundation has in classrooms within the Vigo County School Corporation and the positive
difference made in teaching and learning.)

       When Vigo County public school teachers in Indiana needed Chromebooks for second
graders, support for STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Art, Math) activities or funds for
before and after school tutoring, they received grants from the Vigo County Education
Foundation (VCEF).

       Since its creation thirty-eight years ago, the VCEF has distributed $3.5 million dollars to
teachers at every grade level to enhance education in all curriculum content areas. "The
Foundation will award $233,000 in grants this academic year that will help fill the gaps in
funding," stated Jane Nichols, VCEF executive director. The Foundation receives donations from
nearly 700 individuals, businesses, organizations and foundations to create new learning
opportunities for the county school corporation's more than 13,000 students.

       7th grade science teacher, Pamela Runyan, used her mini grant to provide middle-school
students with hands-on activities to complete the engineering design of rocket gliders. Runyan
hopes the introduction of basic engineering ideas will motivate her students to pursue further
technical education and a career in an engineering field.

      The VCEF funding includes classroom mini grants, school wide grants, support for summer
math and language arts enrichment, family math and literacy initiatives, as well as expenses for
district wide field trips.

      The recently created Martha Layton Memorial Fund helps defray the costs for students to
travel outside the United States to learn about other cultures through school-sponsored
international activities. A new fund in memory of Eva M. Long provides professional
development grants for teachers and increases the number of mini grants at five Title 1 schools
each year. Layton and Long were both long-time Vigo County public school teachers.

      "Thanks to the generosity of our donors, the VCEF is making a difference every day at every
school in our county," Nichols emphasized.
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ECEC Highlights
Holly Curtsinger from ISU's ECEC has been named to the Firefly
selection committee for the Indiana State Library! In the next
few months, the ECEC will receive several new picture books
that are being considered for this year’s award. Early Literacy
Firefly Committee is made up of professionals in Indiana
including teachers, librarians, caregivers, and project
coordinators; all of whom are involved in early childhood
development. The purpose of this award is to encourage
parents, caregivers, and very young children to interact together
with exceptional picture books. Congratulations to Holly on
being selected for the committee!

Indiana Early Literacy Firefly Award

Pumpkins with ISU Police
Pumpkins with ISU Police was for children enrolled at ISU Early Childhood Education
Center aged 6 weeks to 5 years. Children painted and decorated their pumpkins along
with other fall-themed activities! ISUPD provided the pumpkins and ECEC provided the
art materials for the event. This was the second year for the pumpkin patch and officials
from both departments were pleased to be able to provide the opportunity to local
families.
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CHILL Updates
C.H.I.L.L. (Colleagues Helping Implement Lifelong Learning) has started the
school year with many opportunities for professional development and
initiatives for the community.  We participated in the March through the Arch
and Student Involvement Fair events where we gained several new members.
We participated in the Covered with Love diaper drive for the community, the
Diversity Walk sponsored by ISU, and donated thousands of plastic caps for a
buddy bench at Woodrow Wilson Middle School. C.H.I.L.L. presented two
sessions for the Teachers of Tomorrow October Wednesday sessions for high
school students interested in teaching and attending Indiana State University.

Our October Monthly C.H.I.L.L. meeting theme was ‘Not Your Average Joe:
Teaching Exceptional Students.’ We started with a getting to know you activity
followed by a discussion on teaching exceptional students.  To be in tune with
the theme, many members dressed up as a popular Joe. We were graced with
the presence of Joey Gladstone from Full House to Jo from Little Women to
Jo Jo Siwa (see picture of all our ‘Joes.’)  Along with our professional
development activity, members painted positivity rocks for a new initiative, a
rock garden which we hope to display in the atrium. 



F A L L  2 0 2 2  |  V O L U M E  2

 Prior to the meeting itself, November was a very busy and productive month for
C.H.I.L.L. We hosted a collaborative event with the Honors College by conducting a
Teacher Panel where current teachers and administrators were invited to discuss and
provide insight on the “Current Climate of Teaching.” We were honored to have Tina
Horral, Amber Wigington, Lindsay Farmer, Katie Barton, Morgan Marchi, Matt Higgins,
and Chris Hawk serve on the panel and offer valuable insight to Indiana State students
and faculty in attendance. We also hosted a Stop and Serve where passing students
were invited to write appreciative messages to ISU faculty and staff, as well as write
positive messages to be included in our hygiene drive initiative. Board members Lanie
Cowper, Marley Snow, and Ian Staggs spoke with two EDUC 200 classes at Terre Haute
North Vigo and Terre Haute South Vigo on the Reality of Education, which included
discussion on the teaching programs at Indiana State University, as well as some
highlights of the campus and College of Education. These sessions were in collaboration
with the dual credit program with Vigo County School Public Schools and Indiana State
University’s College of Education. We will also host a service meeting where members
will prepare materials and activities for our Holidays at the Homestead community
service event.

CHILL Updates Cont.
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C.H.I.L.L.'s November Monthly Meeting theme was “Winter Wonderland: Cocoa, Cookies, and
Community.” Attendees were encouraged to enjoy cocoa and Christmas cookies as they
entered the meeting. The meeting began with an activity that encouraged random groups of
members to discuss with one another their holiday traditions and beliefs. A group of board
members then presented on how to provide resources in the classroom, how to fund the
acquisition of those resources, and how to foster a healthy classroom community. Aligning
with the professional development presentation, members then decorated bags that will
serve as vessels for hygiene kits to be delivered to local schools. Members also wrote
encouraging messages to include in the hygiene kits and other future initiatives.
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College Go Days

Sixth grade students from Rosedale Elementary
School wearing their Indiana State shirts during

College Go Days! The students from Rosedale
Elementary participated in several activities

throughout the day including coloring their own
sycamore leaves! 
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BCOE Winter
Wonderland!
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Check out the amazing decorations in the atrium!
There is a picture station where we encourage
everyone to take pictures and tag us on social

media! Please encourage your students as well!     
 (@ isu_BCOE on Instagram and Twitter) 
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Dec. 2nd from 5-9pm 
Holidays at the Homestead at the Hollow in Brazil, IN 

CHILL Save the Date

Dec. 9: Graduate Hooding and Commencement 

Dec. 10: Undergraduate Commencement 

Jan. 6: BCOE Faculty/Staff Spring Kickoff 

Jan. 10: Classes Begin 

Jan. 27: BCOE Spring Assessment Day 

Feb. 1: Counselor Day on Campus 

April 10: Jan McCarthy Speaker Series 

May 3: BCOE Spring Faculty/Staff Reception 

May 5: Graduate Hooding and Commencement 

May 6: Undergraduate Commencement

Save the Dates


