
August 15, 2009 
 
 
Dear colleagues, 
 
It is hard to believe but the fall semester is nearly here. I am excited about welcoming our new 
and returning students to campus. I hope all of you will help celebrate the start of the fall 
semester by joining us at the 2009 Welcome Back Picnic from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Thursday, 
August 20, in the Hulman Memorial Student Union Commons. There will be free food, T-shirts 
provided by the ISU Recycling Center and lots of fun and camaraderie. 
 
I also hope to see you at the Opening Convocation for new students on Sunday, August 23, in 
Hulman Center. This event serves as the official welcome for all new freshman and transfer 
students and is an important component in acclimating new students to the ISU experience.  
The participation of faculty in this celebration demonstrates to our new students how 
important they are to us.  
 
The 2009 Convocation will feature a revised format.  Rather than participate in a formal 
processional, faculty will greet students as they enter Hulman Center and help with the 
distribution of new ISU T-shirts.  During the ceremony, faculty will sit together inside the arena 
and be formally acknowledged. 
 
Please accept this invitation to participate in the 2009 Convocation.  
 
Faculty should arrive at Hulman Center by 6:30 p.m. on the 23rd.  Please enter on the west side 
(8th street entrance) of Hulman Center.  You will receive a brief orientation, pick-up a new ISU 
polo shirt or T-shirt, and then begin to greet our new students.  The event should be over by 
8:30 p.m.  If you are able to participate, please RSVP by August 13, 2009, with your name, E-
mail address, and shirt size to the Center for Public Service and Community Engagement at 
disbell@indstate.edu or 237-2334. 
 
In the spirit of Engagement I would ask that each of you attend/participate in one or more 
events in the next two weeks that involve our students, new or returning.  There are many, 
many opportunities from football, soccer and volleyball games, the Sunday convocation or the 
residence hall move-in on Saturday the 22nd, to spending time tuning up in the recreation 
center.  Use the first couple of weeks to get out and meet our students.  Let them get to know 
you and you them.  Together we are Indiana State University! 
 
Earlier this week, I was pleased to participate in the Indiana State University Foundation retreat 
for our academic deans. It was exciting to hear the deans’ enthusiastic presentations about 
plans for the upcoming year and the fundraising activities going on in each College. They each 
play an important role in working with the Foundation to make the March On Campaign for 
Indiana State University a success. The campaign is progressing nicely, and I am looking forward 
to its official public kickoff during Homecoming weekend. 
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The public rollout of the new strategic plan will also be in conjunction with Homecoming. A 
draft of the plan will be shared with campus in September to garner additional feedback before 
completing the plan document that will set the directions and goals for the next five years. 
While the goals will remain constant, the initiatives contained in the plan will be adjusted as 
progress is assessed, and new initiatives will continue to be added. The vacant director of 
institutional research position has been expanded to include responsibilities for implementing 
the strategic plan, and a search is underway to fill the position with the new title of executive 
assistant to the president for strategic planning. 
 
Other updates I would like to provide: 
 
LEADERSHIP ISU:  Applications for the first class of participants in Leadership ISU are being 
accepted through Monday, August 31. This new professional development opportunity for ISU 
faculty and staff will provide participants with a better understanding of how the university 
operations, its role in the Wabash Valley and Indiana’s higher education system. For 
applications and more details, go to www.indstate.edu/lisu. 
 
STUDENT RECREATION CENTER: All full-time, benefits-eligible employees and retirees are 
provided with a complimentary membership in our new Student Recreation Center as part of 
our wellness program. I hope that you will take advantage of this great opportunity to exercise 
and interact with our students. 
 
BEST OF THE MIDWEST: The Princeton Review has named Indiana State as one of the Best of 
the Midwest for the sixth year in a row. The selections are based on data submitted by the 
institutions and surveys of students. Indiana State was noted for offering a “good education at a 
reasonable cost” where students can expect a “really special” experience. The individual 
attention provided by faculty and staff was also mentioned. Thank you for helping ISU garner 
this recognition once again. 
 
RECOGNITION OF SERVICE AWARDS: Last month, we recognized 185 members of the 
administrative and support staff with service awards representing a total of 2,515 years of 
service. This wonderful event included the awarding of the University Medallion to five 
employees – Judy Conner, David Ellis, Betsy Hine, Freda Luers and Mark Pupilli for their 
distinguished service to our university. Congratulations and appreciation to all those who were 
honored this year. 
 
CO-CURRICULAR DATA PROJECT:  As we prepare for the beginning of the Fall Semester of 2009, 
we will be working on a number of activities vital to student success.  One such activity that is 
underway is the identification and collection of co-curricular data.  These data, once collected, 
will provide us with additional insight into the patterns of success and retention of our student 
population.  Six categories of co-curricular data have been identified and each will be addressed 
by individual teams that will report to the Institutional Computing Steering Committee (ICSC) 
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for implementation.  I want to encourage the members of the university community to actively 
support this project by working with these teams. 
 
EL-HOUCIN CHAQRA RECEIVES HONOR: Congratulations to El-Houcin Chaqra, associate director 
of Indiana State’s Office of International Programs and Services, on receiving one of the highest 
honors given by his native country of Morocco. Chaqra received the Knight of the Order of the 
Throne from Ambassador Aziz Mekoura on behalf of Moroccan King Mohammed VI. The award 
was created by King Hassan II in 1966 for Moroccans who have provided at least five years of 
distinguished service to their country. Since 2001, Chaqra has worked to create relationships 
between Indiana State and the country of Morocco and its institutions of higher education. 
 
GREAT COLLEGES TO WORK FOR SURVEY:  As you may be aware, Indiana State University 
participated in the Chronicle of Higher Education’s Great Colleges to Work For Survey for the 
first time this past spring. ISU had 213 faculty and staff members respond out of 600 randomly 
selected employees who were sent the survey. The survey results are available at: 
www.indstate.edu/president/surveyresults.pdf. It is clear that we have work to do, but these 
results will serve as a good baseline to use to compare future results as we work to improve the 
environment in which our employees work. 
 
ISU PROFESSOR AND STUDENTS RECOGNIZED: Diana Hews, associate professor of biology, 
senior biology major Brittani Gardner and Maria Thaker, a recently graduated doctoral student, 
received the Founder’s Award at the annual meeting of the Animal Behavior Society in 
Pirenopolis, Brazil. The award was given for their research poster presentation “Fluctuating 
asymmetry of hormonally-mediated traits in the lizard, Sceloporus undulatus.” Congratulations 
to Professor Hews and her students for this achievement. 
 
I hope to see you at the picnic on Thursday. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Daniel Bradley 
President 
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