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Dear colleagues, 

While it is hard to believe, the end-of-the-semester rush is here. I know that most of you will be 

sprinting from now until Commencement. This work takes many forms and varies depending on your 

role but it is all important, and it is appreciated. 

One area where this time in the semester could certainly be described as “crunch time” is academic 

advisement. Our advisors serve a critical function in guiding our students in meeting their educational 

goals. I know that many advisors have been putting in extremely long days to ensure that our students, 

especially our freshmen, are properly advised and able to register for classes before the end of the 

priority registration period on Friday. Thanks to everyone engaged in academic advising. Your hard work 

and patience contribute greatly to our goal of improving our students’ success. 

Indiana State is also fortunate to have dedicated public safety officers including Chris Heleine who 

recently pulled a student to safety just seconds before his burning car became almost entirely engulfed 

in flames. His quick action likely saved the student’s life. Our security cameras captured the dramatic 

scene showing Chris using a fire extinguisher to spray some of the flames down as he worked to 

unbuckle the driver and remove him from the vehicle. When Chris had the student about half way out of 

the car, a student community service officer assisted in moving him a safe distance from the burning 

vehicle. The Tribune-Star carried a report of the rescue including a link to the video: 

http://tribstar.com/news/x86847926/Indiana-State-University-police-officer-leads-rescue-of-student-

from-burning-car. Thanks to Chris and all of our public safety staff for everything they do. 

There has been a great deal of discussion over the past few weeks on the proposed “Policy on Policies.” 

The Provost and I are working closely with the Senate Executive Committee to develop language that 

ensures compliance with historic shared governance principles but also ensures timely response from all 

involved. I am confident that a good and acceptable policy will be developed over the next few weeks. If 

you have ideas and/or concerns, please make sure you share them with me, the Provost or a member of 

the Senate Executive Committee. 

The University Speakers Series continued its successful season with Tuesday’s presentation by Pulitzer 

Prize-winning journalist and author Isabel Wilkerson. Isabel discussed her book, “The Warmth of Other 

Suns,” in front of a packed auditorium in University Hall. The book details the migration of 6 million 

African Americans who left their homes in the segregated South for new homes in the northern U.S. 

between World War I and the 1970s. The fascinating speech was co-sponsored by the Charles E. Brown 

African American Cultural Center and the ISU Department of History as part of the 40th anniversary 

celebration of our African American studies program. 

Also on Tuesday, the Take Back The Night rally was another big success with around 450 students 

participating. The rally featured Debbie Norris, founder of Heather’s Voice, a nonprofit organization that 
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educates teens about dating violence and domestic abuse. The organization is named for Debbie’s 20-

year-old daughter who was brutally murdered by an abusive boyfriend in 2007. This annual student-

organized event plays an important role in spreading awareness of the issue of violence against women 

and the resources available to students and others. 

On Wednesday, I was pleased to attend one of the panel discussions hosted by Cunningham Memorial 

Library. The discussion is part of a broader project, “Reinventing the Library: Meeting Campus Needs in 

the 21st Century.” Guest panelists included Rick Anderson, interim library dean at the University of Utah, 

and Joseph Lucia, university librarian at Villanova University. Both individuals are leaders in shaping the 

future of academic libraries. There were also several focus group discussions conducted during the past 

two days on this subject. I commend Dean Alberta Comer and her colleagues for engaging in this 

conversation and taking a proactive approach to the changes and challenges that libraries across the 

nation are facing. 

Last night, we kicked off the holiday season with our annual reception for local community leaders and 

friends of the University. More than 170 were in attendance making this the largest this event has ever 

been. The new Sycamore Banquet Center served as the venue, and I heard many compliments from 

those who were seeing it for the first time. 

Today, Cheri and I are headed to Lake County for an alumni/admissions event in Gary featuring the 

Ebony Majestic Choir. Lake County is one of our largest feeder communities for new students and is the 

home of more than 2,000 of our alumni. I am also looking forward to meeting with Quentin Smith, one 

of two ISU alums who served as Tuskeegee airmen. We will be presenting Quentin with his distinguished 

alumni award. Other meetings include area media, alumni and donors and a fourth-grade classroom 

that has been adopted by our “No Excuses” program which has as a goal increasing college attendance 

by low-income and first-generation young people. 

Other updates I would like to share: 

 The Winter Commencement ceremony will take place at noon on Saturday, December 15, in 

Hulman Center with the processional beginning at 11:45 a.m. Craig M. McKee, a U.S. Magistrate 

Judge for the Southern District of Indiana and a local attorney, will serve as the alumni speaker. 

Brad Hobbs has been selected as the student speaker, and Ann Elise Vassar is the recipient of 

the President’s Medal for Leadership, Scholarship and Service. Faculty who plan to participate 

should complete the attendance form available at: 

http://www.indstate.edu/academicaffairs/spring-commencement-attendance-form.htm. Please 

join us in celebrating our students’ achievements. 

 Darby Scism has been named interim director of the Career Center effective immediately. Darby 

joined the Career Center as assistant director earlier this year having previously worked in 

Career Services at Loyola. 

 Five ISU players made the Missouri Valley Football Conference's first team in voting by 

conference coaches, sports information directors and media members. For the second straight 
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year, the Sycamores led the league in the number of all-conference representatives, with a total 

of 14 players on first, second and honorable mention squads. Junior running back Shakir Bell, 

senior defensive end Ben Obaseki, senior linebacker Aaron Archie, senior defensive back Johnny 

Towalid and senior punter Lucas Hileman each earned First Team All-MVFC honors. The 

Sycamores achieved several milestones during the 2012 season, including a five-game winning 

streak and a shutout against Quincy, marking the first time for each of those accomplishments 

since 1996, and a number 14 national ranking at one point, tying their highest ranking since 

joining the MVFC and the highest in the Trent Miles’ era. The defense allowed an average of just 

14.27 points per game to rank second in the conference and third nationally. 

 The men’s basketball team has a big game this weekend against nationally ranked New Mexico 

led by Coach Steve Alford who happens to be Coach Greg Lansing’s former boss. The teams will 

face off at 2:05 p.m. Saturday in Hulman Center. Sycamore Lucas Eitel was named Missouri 

Valley Conference Scholar-Athlete of the week following his outstanding shooting performances 

in the wins against Ball State and High Point. He is currently the nation’s leading 3-point shooter. 

 Farmer’s Insurance presents Rascal Flatts and the Band Perry in concert at Hulman Center on 

February 7 at 7:30 p.m. Rascal Flatts and ISU Hulman Center are offering a special discount on 

tickets to the February 7th concert for the ISU community only. Faculty, staff and students are 

eligible to purchase tickets in any price range and receive $5 off per ticket (limit 8 tickets). This 

sale is available today only until 10 p.m. tonight. Those interested in using their discount may 

visit www.ticketmaster.com during this time and purchase tickets at the discount using the 

password MAYBERRY. Tickets go on sale for the general public at 10 a.m. tomorrow. 

 The campus holiday open house will take place next Thursday, and Cheri and I would like to 

invite all faculty and staff to stop by Condit House from 3 to 6 p.m. As part of our outreach 

efforts, donations of canned goods are being accepted at this event to support area food banks. 

 The Women of ISU will host its fifth annual holiday brunch on Wednesday, December 5, from 

10:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. in Heritage Ballroom. At this event, wrapped gifts for women are collected 

to be donated to Bethany House and the Council on Domestic Abuse. To make a reservation, 

email eventsRSVP@indstatefoundation.org or call 514-8547. 

• Steppin’ Sycamores, a walking challenge open to all Indiana State employees, kicks off January 

14th. All participants will receive a free pedometer, and the participant who takes the most steps 

each week will receive a prize. Prizes will include gift cards, sporting goods, water bottles, T-

shirts and Pacers tickets. Registration is open from November 14 through January 6. Those 

registering by 9 a.m. December 15 will be entered in a drawing for free Colts tickets.  The 

program is free. To register or receive more information, contact Erin Milliken 

(erin.milliken@indstate.edu, ext. 4117).  It would be great to have as many employees as 

possible participate in this program. 

• The UAP Student Health Center is offering flu shots to current ISU faculty and staff. Please come 

prepared to show your ISU ID. No appointment is needed. Flu shots are available for walk-in 
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from 9-11 a.m. and 1-3:30 p.m. Monday thru Friday. Your cost is $5 with the remaining $10 

being covered by Staff Benefits. The last day for Faculty/Staff Flu Shots is Friday, Dec. 21. 

• Congratulations are in order for Dean Brad Balch. He was recently named the recipient of the 

Indiana Association of School Principals President’s Award. This is a great honor! 

• If you are looking for an ISU-branded stocking stuffer, the Office of Communications and 

Marketing has developed a package of 32 notecards featuring 16 different campus scenes. The 

notecards (including envelopes) are available for $10 per package with proceeds supporting the 

Indiana State University Habitat for Humanity house currently under construction. If you would 

like to order a set, email Paula Meyer at paula.meyer@indstate.edu. Checks should be made out 

to the ISU Foundation with Habitat for Humanity noted on the memo line. The Habitat project 

recently received another boost due to the hard work of the Cunningham Memorial Library 

faculty and staff. The library conducted a silent auction last month and raised $1,013. Thanks to 

everyone for these great ways to help this deserving family! 

• In recognition of the university's Ryves Neighborhood partnership, the Center for Community 

Engagement encourages ISU offices to donate to the Ryves Youth Center Holiday Program this 

season in place of, or in addition to, any regular holiday gift exchanges. Around 250 area 

students attend the holiday celebration, and the 10 to 17 age bracket is the one most in need of 

gift donations. Items such as age-appropriate toys, sports equipment, fishing gear, make-up kits, 

prepaid cell phones, DVD players, basic mp3 players, digital cameras and books are all 

appreciated. Unwrapped gifts can be delivered to the Center for Community Engagement by 

December 18th. If your office participates, please let the Center know by completing the form 

available at: https://indstate.qualtrics.com/SE/?SID=SV_3pHUlsq1jtTZ8j2. 

• Volunteers are also needed to help with set up, distribution and cleanup at the Ryves Youth 

Center Holiday Program on December 21. Help is needed in the afternoon for setup and at the 

party which begins at 6 p.m. and usually lasts until 9 p.m. If you are interested in volunteering, 

please email Jim Edwards at jedwards@catholiccharitiesterrehaute.org and note that you are a 

volunteer from Indiana State. 

• The Institute for Community Sustainability would like students, faculty and staff to complete a 

survey on environmental issues. The survey is available at: 

https://indstate.qualtrics.com/SE/?SID=SV_bs93ERJfvKcQwZv. Responses to the survey will be 

used to help track attitudes and knowledge regarding these issues. 

• There is still time to make a gift to support the campus United Way campaign! Donations and 

pledges at any level made by December 21 will be included in the competition between units. 

Help your team win a breakfast served by Cheri and yours truly by making a donation today! The 

pledge form is available at: http://www.indstate.edu/unitedway/pledge_form.pdf. Please 

consider helping these worthwhile agencies which provide much-needed services to the 

Wabash Valley. 

• Indiana State faculty and staff are encouraged to help identify candidates for the positions of 

Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs and the Dean of the Bayh College of Education. 
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Please submit names of individuals who might be appropriate for these important positions to 

Gary Daugherty (gdaugherty@parkersearch.com) and Ryan Crawford 

(rcrawford@parkersearch.com) from the Parker Executive Search firm as soon as possible. 

Information is available on the Parker Executive Search website at: 

https://www.parkersearch.com/current-opportunities. 

• The Charles E. Brown African American Cultural Center will host a Kwanzaa Celebration on 

Friday, December 7, from 6 to 9 p.m. The annual event, which includes a soul food dinner, will 

take place in the lower level of the center located at Eighth and Eagle streets. 

• Cunningham Memorial Library now provides private, dedicated space for a lactation room in the 

Library. This room is available to students, staff, or faculty. To access the room, please check out 

a key from the Circulation Desk. 

Have a good weekend. 

Sincerely, 

Daniel J. Bradley 
President 
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