
August 30, 2013 

 

Dear colleagues, 
 
Welcome back if you have been off campus over the summer. It is great to able to sit outside in the evening at 
Condit House and see all the activity that is taking place along with the excited new faces wandering the campus 
looking for buildings and, more importantly looking for a place to belong. We have built such a place over the past 
few years -- first with the Center for Community Engagement and, more recently, through our strategic plan, “A 
Pathway to Success.” 

The results are unambiguous -- our enrollments are growing, and our students are engaged in all aspects of the 
campus through the increasing the number of student organizations, through the Center for Student Research 
and Creativity, through one of the nine Unbounded Possibilities projects and through the Center for Community 
Engagement and our off-campus partners.  

All of this has been recognized most recently by Washington Monthly when they ranked us #1 in the country for 
community service hours performed by students, faculty and staff; #2 in the country for institutional support for 
community service; and 25th overall out of 281 national universities. Your efforts are attracting attention and 
changing the lives of our students and the underserved in our community. Thank you to everyone who is engaged 
in the important work of serving our community. I hope that you have a great school year and are as excited 
about the possibilities for continued improvement as I am. 
 
This achievement is the result of many years of hard work by many individuals. Nancy Rogers, Heather Miklosek 
and the other staff members of the Center for Community Engagement have done an incredible job of infusing 
community service into all aspects of what we do. Our faculty members have been tremendously responsive in 
incorporating service and experiential learning into the curriculum. The university’s staff is also routinely engaged 
in community service efforts. Most importantly, our students have embraced community service and made it a 
part of their lives. More than 1,300 first-year students showed up for our fall Donaghy Day last week to spend 
their last free day before classes started helping dozens of non-profit groups. 
 
It is gratifying to hear comments from our community partners about the impact Indiana State is having on Terre 
Haute and the surrounding area. At the news conference conducted earlier this week, Jim Edwards indicated that 
Ryves Youth Center would find it difficult to operate without the volunteer support the ISU family provides.  
 
I also recently heard from Elizabeth Burrows who serves as executive director of the Vermillion-Park Community 
Health Center. The center was recently accredited as a Patient Centered Medical Home through the National 
Center for Quality Assurance. Elizabeth indicated that the partnership the center has with Indiana State was 
crucial to earning this designation. Our community health nursing students rotate regularly at this clinic to provide 
health education and work with patients on setting and achieving self-management goals. The students have 
provided education on diabetes, hypertension, cholesterol, asthma, smoking cessation, and obesity. In addition, 
the students developed a model of care management that is now being replicated throughout the state. 
 
News coverage of this story has been widespread. The Associated Press picked up Sue Loughlin’s story from the 
Tribune-Star and put it on the national wire. As a result, readers from across the country have learned about 
Indiana State’s commitment to community service. 
 
Coverage of our enrollment growth has also been strong. This fall’s headcount of 12,448 is the highest since 1972. 
Improved retention, growth in graduate enrollments, an increase in international enrollments and another large 
freshmen class contributed to this success. Congratulations to John Beacon, Rich Toomey, Melissa Hughes, Linda 
Maule, Josh Powers, Jay Gatrell, Chris McGrew and others who helped lead these efforts. 
 



Links to the media coverage of these two major success stories can be found at 
www.indstate.edu/president/docs/mediahits.pdf. 
 
Welcome Week activities were well-attended and well-organized again this year. I appreciate the faculty and staff 
who participated in the opening convocation and March through the Arch ceremony to greet our first-year 
students. Joe Thomas and the orientation leaders kept the energy level high, and the Division of Student Affairs 
added numerous events to engage our students throughout the past two weeks. Cheri’s lemonade stand on the 
first day of classes was busy as usual. 

The Residential Life staff and student assistants worked tirelessly to provide information to students to help them 
transition to ISU.  They individually checked all the students and their families into the rooms, assisted in helping 
students get connected to the wireless network, helped students loft beds, answered questions, provided 
directions, and dealt with distressed parents and homesick students.   

Under the leadership of Amanda Knerr, Residential Life also planned 14 days of presentations and workshops to 
help students with a variety of transition issues. They will work throughout the semester to remind students to 
check their syllabus for upcoming due dates, visit their academic advisor, complete MAP-Works survey, etc.  Our 
APA’s are also working with faculty members to develop social and academic programming that ties directly to 
their major transitional courses such as PSY 101. The custodial and maintenance team also worked hard to get 
Erickson (and the rest of the buildings) ready to open. 

If you would like to help welcome our students to campus, you may volunteer for the House Calls program on 
September 18 from 7:15 to 9:15 p.m. Participants check in with students in their residence halls to see how their 
first few weeks are going and offer support and resources. To volunteer, respond to Edy Fitch at 237-3993 or 
Edy.Fitch@indstate.edu by September 11. 

The advising team led by Linda Maule in the University College continues our intrusive efforts to help our new 
students acclimate to college and stay on the road to success. Their work is being augmented by a team of 
academic coaches from Inside Track that is working with 1,000 of our first-year students. 

Our goal is simple. We want our students to succeed in their coursework, stay in college and graduate, preferably 
in four years. The University is attacking this issue on numerous fronts and is beginning to see positive results 
through improved retention. I appreciate everyone who is contributing to this very important work. 

On the personnel front, Bob English has been named interim dean of the College of Technology. Searches are 
underway for this position as well as the dean of library services and dean of the College of Graduate and 
Professional Studies. Ken Brauchle is chairing the graduate dean search, Brien Smith is leading the technology 
dean search, and Greg Bierly is chairing the search for the library dean. 
 
Over the coming weeks, Indiana State employees will be receiving information regarding our employee wellness 
program, “On the Way to Wellness.” This is an exciting new program designed to help employees address current 
health issues and become aware of future medical risks. Participation in the confidential program is strongly 
encouraged, and employees who chose to participate will receive a discount on their health benefits 
contributions. 

Other items I would like to share: 

 The Indiana State University Student Success Council will host the inaugural student success conference 
on October 23 in Hulman Memorial Student Union. The purpose of the conference is to engage a broad 
cross-section of faculty and staff on the issues and factors impacting student achievement, retention, 
and timely completion. The conference runs from 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. Dr. Ken Bain, author of “What the 
Best College Teachers Do” and “What the Best College Students Do,” will be the keynote speaker. 
Proposals are being accepted through September 20. More details are at: 
http://www.indstate.edu/studentsuccess/pdf/Student%20Success%20Conference%20Oct%2023.pdf. 

http://www.indstate.edu/president/docs/mediahits.pdf
mailto:Edy.Fitch@indstate.edu
http://www.indstate.edu/studentsuccess/pdf/Student%20Success%20Conference%20Oct%2023.pdf


 Federal Hall, the former downtown Terre Haute federal building that now houses the Scott College of 
Business at Indiana State, has received the Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) Silver 
certification from the U.S. Green Building Council. LEED certified projects fulfill criteria set forth by the 
council, which then reviews the completed projects for their commitment to environmental 
sustainability efforts. Federal Hall received the organization's third-highest designation to become the 
first LEED certified building on campus. Congratulations to Schmidt Associates, Bruce McLaren, Bryan 
Duncan and the others who made this possible. Federal Hall is on the National Register of Historic 
Places. 

 Thanks to Kay Ponsot, David Stowe, Paul Reed, Elizabeth Attebery, Teddy Lenderman, Amy Roman, Ted 
Wilson and the entire Sodexo team for making the Employee Welcome Back Picnic a fun kickoff for the 
academic year. Winners of the raffle prizes were: 

o iPad Mini, Carolina Valencia 
o 32” LED HDTV, Laura Wilburn 
o ISU Parking Pass, Laura Froelicher 
o $100.00 Commons Cash, Lori Pound 
o Performing Arts Tickets, Angie Napier 
o Family Football Package, Russell Harwood 
o One Night Stay Hilton Garden Inn, Ken Brauchle 
o Movie and dinner Gift Cards, Debra Knoebel 
o Personal Training Sessions, Susan Crist 
o Generations lunch for two, Teresa Statler, Cheryl Lucas, Jessica Starr, Theresa Scott, Lori Holycross 

 Indiana State University’s Colleges vs. Cancer student group, the Center for Community Engagement and 
the ISU Wellness Committee are sponsoring a host site for a cancer prevention study conducted by the 
American Cancer Society. The study kicks off on September 12 in Dede II. Participants provide a blood 
sample and answer a questionnaire about lifestyle, eating habits, exercise, family, etc.  After this event, 
each participant will get a questionnaire in the mail every two to three years for a 20-year study. 
Participants must be between 30 and 65 and have never been diagnosed with cancer. The other host sites 
are Union Hospital and Regional Hospital. For more information, go to: 
www.cancer.org/wabashvalleyincps3. 

 ISU employee Christina Cantrell was named sorority Chapter Adviser of the Year for the U.S. and Canada 
for the Alpha Omicron Pi sorority. She received the award during the annual AOII convention in Chicago. 

 Family Day will take place September 14 with a variety of activities planned. These include a parent 
resource fair, a young sibling program, a favorite recipe brunch, the Blue Zone featuring games, balloon 
animals and face painting, a pre-game reception and, of course, the ISU football game against Quincy. 
There also will be campus tours, open houses and special activities at the Student Recreation Center. To 
register, go to www.indstate.edu/parents or call 237-3830. 

 Indiana State’s Go Figure Program, a partnership with Old National Bank, will also be a part of Family 
Day. The Go Figure team will be working with several ISU student athletes to provide activities that 
strengthen the brain and body while flexing financial muscles. The fun takes place from 11 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m. in Dede II. Alumnus and ISU Foundation Board Member Patty Butwin works tirelessly on this 
program and is aided by fantastic student volunteers and employees from Old National. The group also 
participated in the Downtown Block Party with a variety of educational and fun activities for children. 

 Wilbert Smith, author and award-winning filmmaker, will kick off the 2013-2014 University Speakers 
Series on September 9 at 7 p.m. Smith will discuss the documentary, “A Hole in the Head: A Life 
Revealed.” The film features the inspirational story of Vertus Hardiman, one of 10 children treated with 
radiation for scalpel ringworm. Because he received more radiation than others, Hardiman eventually 
developed a literal hole in his head. Smith chronicles his struggle with this deformity, hidden for decades 
by wigs and hats. The Speakers Series is free and open to the public. 
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 Cunningham Memorial Library will host its annual Extravaganza from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. on September 12. 
Please encourage your students to stop by to become more acquainted with the library’s many 
resources. There will be free food and prizes! 

 The Board of Trustees will meet next week on Thursday and Friday. Seminars will begin on Thursday at 
1:30 p.m. Subjects include: Greek Life and Co-Curricular Activities; Update on Distance Education and 
Degree-Completion Programs; Career Skills Certification Program; and Preparing First-Year Students for 
a Successful Transition. The agenda meeting will take place at 9 a.m. Friday. The agenda is available at: 
http://www.indstate.edu/trustees/docs/Agenda.pdf. 

 The Career Center’s new location in the former student computing complex will be formally dedicated at 
1 p.m. Friday, September 6. A reception and tours will follow the ceremony. 

The football team has another tough game on September 7 against Purdue at West Lafayette. Please remember 
to wear your blue at all times but especially on Fridays to show pride in our University. 

GO SYCAMORES! 

Sincerely, 

Daniel J. Bradley 
President 
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