
November 21, 2013 

  

Dear colleagues, 

The holidays are upon us, and the end of the semester is a mere three weeks away. This is an 
exceptionally busy time of the year, but I hope that everyone will be able to take a break to 
enjoy Thanksgiving with family and friends. 

The holidays will be a bit brighter for many local people in need thanks to the success of this 
year’s Jam the Bus food drive. The student-organized event brought in 19,774 pounds of non-
perishable food. The nearly 10 tons of food will enable Terre Haute Catholic Charities Food 
Bank to provide the equivalent of 15,210 meals. The annual event is sponsored by the Hulman 
Memorial Student Union Board, Student Athletic Advisory Committee, Alpha Omicron Pi, 
Indiana State Dining by Sodexo, Center for Community Engagement, Intercollegiate Athletics, 
Panhellenic Association, Refreshment Services Pepsi of Terre Haute, President’s Scholars 
Association, Baesler’s Market, and S. Abraham and Sons. Great job! 

The campus United Way campaign could also use your support. Last weekend’s severe weather 
served as another reminder of how quickly our lives can change. The services provided by the 
United Way agencies extend to all segments of our community and are critically important. 
Pledge forms can be downloaded at: http://www.indstate.edu/unitedway/pledge_form.pdf. 

The advisors from University College along with staff from new student orientation and 
transition, Information Technology, Registration and Records, Residential Life, Financial Aid, the 
Controller’s Office, the Center for Student Success, and the SEM Short Term Tactical Team have 
all been working hard to help students register for spring semester. A record 1,402 first-year 
students successfully registered at midnight last Wednesday. Many staff worked late hours at 
the Registration Frenzy in Cunningham Memorial Library to assist students. This first-time effort 
was met with great success. By yesterday, 91 percent of first-time, full-time freshmen from the 
Fall 2013 cohort who were eligible to register had done so. This is an incredible accomplishment 
that many people helped make happen. As Linda Maule indicated this is a moment to celebrate, 
and then it is time to get back to work in getting the rest of our students registered! 
Congratulations to everyone who is working directly with our students as well as those who are 
laboring behind the scenes to make this happen. It will impact our student success goals, and 
most importantly, it will keep these individual students on track to meet their personal 
educational goals. 

Over the course of the last several years, there has been a great deal of discussion on how to 
best bring Instructors (full-time, multi-year contract faculty) into the shared governance 
system. Many people, including me, have significantly modified their positions over time. It is 
clear, however, that everyone is not of the same accord. My current position is that Instructors 
need to be included as full partners and participants in faculty life.  When the Senate approved 
their inclusion last spring as members of the “regular” faculty, I thought that had taken place. 
However, there are sections in the handbook, primarily related to the selection and removal of 
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chairs, which need to be modified to finish the process.  Last week, the Senate rejected, in a 
divided vote, a proposal submitted by FAC and endorsed by the executive committee to fully 
include Instructors.  I truly believe that this is a moral and ethical issue that needs resolution. 
After further discussion with Senate leadership, I have decided to ask the Board of Trustees to 
use the secondary procedure for amending the University Handbook to bring that resolution by 
the end of the spring 2014 semester. I expect to have an item for their review at the December 
meeting, and anticipate that they will be seeking comment from the governance units and the 
campus community in the new year. 

Two important projects received approval from the State Budget Committee on Thursday. The 
renovation of Normal Hall and the construction of a new track and field facility will now move 
forward. The Normal Hall project will begin during the spring semester and move into full swing 
next summer. It is expected to be completed by summer of 2015 and will become the new 
home of the University College and the Center for Student Success. Groundbreaking for the 
track and field will take place this spring along the riverfront and will be ready for competition 
in Spring 2015. 

The new track will be a great addition to our nationally regarded track and field and cross 
country program. Sophomore John Mascari made history this week by becoming the first cross 
country runner from Indiana State to be named the Great Lakes Region Male Athlete of the 
Year. John won the Great Lakes Region 10,000 meter race last week with a time of 30:05, a new 
school and course record. He will be competing in the NCAA Division I Cross Country 
Championships on Saturday at the LaVern Gibson Championship Cross Country Course. Indiana 
State is honored to be hosting this national tournament again this year. It is a spectacular event 
that draws national attention and athletes and fans from across the country to our community. 
The men’s race kicks off at noon with the women’s race beginning at 1:15 p.m. Good luck, John. 

The men’s basketball season is off to a great start with its win over Ball State during the Larry 
Bird weekend and another victory last Sunday against nationally ranked Notre Dame. Dubbed 
the first big upset of the season by SB Nation (http://www.sbnation.com/college-
basketball/2013/11/17/5114646/notre-dame-indiana-state-2013-results-score), the win 
received a significant amount of national publicity. I particularly enjoyed the “Shades of Larry 
Bird” reference made by the Sporting News (http://www.sportingnews.com/ncaa-
basketball/story/2013-11-17/sycamores-stunner-indiana-state-upsets-no-21-notre-dame).  

The men’s team will take on Truman State at 7:05 p.m. Friday in Hulman Center before heading 
to Anchorage for the Great Alaska Shootout where they will face Tulsa next Wednesday. 

Congratulations to our women’s soccer team for its second-place finish in the Missouri Valley, 
the highest the Sycamores have ever placed.  

On the personnel front, the fourth candidate for dean of the College of Graduate and 
Professional Studies is on campus today. The new dean should be named by the end of the 
semester. Searches for the deans of Library Services and the College of Technology continue 
with off-campus interviews scheduled in mid-January and on-campus visits planned in late 
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January and early February. Selections for these important roles are expected to be made by 
March 1. 

Farewell receptions will take place in the coming weeks for Bill Mercier, who is retiring as chief 
of police, and Jay Gatrell, who is taking a new position at Bellarmine University. Bill’s reception 
will be from 3 to 4:30 p.m. on December 6 in Heritage Lounge. Jay will be honored on 
December 11 from 3 to 5 p.m. in HMSU Dede II. Please join us in thanking these colleagues for 
their many contributions to Indiana State University. 

There will also be a welcome back reception to recognize Chris Pfaff on his return from nearly a 
year of active military service in Kuwait. It will take place at 10 a.m. on December 9 in Heritage 
Lounge. 

Other updates I would like to share: 

         The Indiana State University Foundation has agreed to waive administrative fees on 
donations to non-endowment funds made by current and retired Indiana State faculty 
and staff. The waiver will be retroactive to the beginning of this fiscal year on July 1. I 
appreciate the Foundation’s willingness to make this change and hope it encourages our 
faculty, staff and retirees to support the University by making a gift to the Foundation. 

         Winter recess will be extended this year, as a one-time exception, to include Monday, 
December 23. The University will reopen on Thursday, January 2. Winter recess policies 
regarding those employees who are required to work during this break will be in effect 
for the 23rd. I would like to express my appreciation to the public safety officers, the 
facilities management staff, residential life staff and others who continue to keep the 
university’s facilities and some of its services operating during this time. 

         The Blumberg Center for Interdisciplinary Studies in Special Education has received a $1 
million, five-year grant to continue providing services to caregivers of young Hoosiers 
who have both vision and hearing impairments. The services are provided through the 
Indiana Deaf-Blind Services Project which is coordinated by Lisa Poff. The center is 
housed in the Bayh College of Education. 

         Aimee Janssen-Robinson has been named assistant dean of students for student 
advocacy. She will report to Vice President Carmen Tilllery and operate in a similar 
capacity as Al Perone, student ombudsperson, with a special emphasis on women’s 
development, community relations and student support. She will also serve as a case 
manager for student concerns. 

         Cheri and I will be hosting our annual holiday reception for the university community 
from 3 to 5 p.m. on Wednesday, December 4, in Condit House. We look forward to 
sharing some holiday refreshments with you. 

         Several faculty and staff members presented at the recent AACRAO-SEM national 
conference in Chicago. Linda Ferguson, Chris Childs, and Will Barratt conducted a 
session with Tom Green entitled SEM Planning: The Role of the SEM Data Team. Melissa 
Hughes and Ann Malloy led a session on Uncovering the Backstage of the One-Stop 



Shop: Personal Accountability and Customer Service in a One-Stop Shop Model at 
Indiana State University. Josh Powers and Susan Johnson also participated in the 
conference. 

         Cheri will also be hosting the semi-annual Women of ISU gathering from 11 a.m. to 1 
p.m. on Wednesday, December 11, in Heritage Ballroom. Women attending the Holiday 
Brunch are encouraged to bring a wrapped present for an adult female (if clothing, 
please mark size on a tag attached to the gift). These gifts will be given to the Council for 
Domestic Abuse and Bethany House to brighten the holiday for the women they serve. 
Reservations are necessary and can be made at: 
https://indstatealumni.wufoo.com/forms/women-of-indiana-state/. 

         Nominations are being accepted through November 27 for the Center for Community 
Engagement’s Faculty Distinguished Service Award, Faculty Award for Community-Based 
Learning and Scholarship, the ISU Community Partner Award, the President’s Award for 
Civic and Community Leadership, and the Staff Award for Community Engagement. 
Nominations and information are available at: 
http://www.indstate.edu/publicservice/fundingAwards/default.aspx. 

Have a wonderful Thanksgiving break. 

Sincerely, 

Daniel J. Bradley 

President 
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