
November 7, 2013  

 

Dear colleagues, 

The Larry Bird statue is in place, and many members of the Foundation and University staff 
have been working tirelessly to ensure that this weekend’s events are a big success. Friday 
night’s dinner will be the largest single fundraising event in the university’s history, and its 
proceeds will be used to create the Larry Legend Scholarship Fund to support our men’s 
basketball program. 

Tickets for the program are still available from the Hulman Center ticket office, and students 
will be admitted free with an ISU ID card. Student tickets are available beginning at noon Friday 
at the Hulman Center ticket office. 

Saturday’s 11:30 a.m. dedication of the statue is open to the public. It looks like Mother Nature 
is going to cooperate, and it should be a beautiful day for the ceremony. 

Larry Bird will also be recognized at half-time at the 1:05 p.m. ballgame against Ball State. I 
hope to see a packed Hulman Center to root for the Sycamores as they kick off a new season. 
The women’s team also plays at home Saturday with a 5:05 p.m. tipoff against South Alabama. 

This will be a great weekend for Indiana State University and our athletics program. 

Yesterday afternoon, I had an opportunity to attend the Servant Leadership in Action 
Conference that was organized by Bev Bitzegaio and a committee that included Bob Baesler, 
Karen Buchholz, Bob English, Elonda Ervin, Maria Greninger, Betsy Hine, Rhonda Impink, 
Tammy Morris, Monique Allen, Csilla Stewart, Larry Tinnerman, Alina Waite, and Mike 
Williamson. Jim Hunter, author of The Servant: A Simple Story about the True Essence of 
Leadership and The World’s Most Powerful Leadership Principle: How to Become a Servant 
Leader, gave an inspiring talk on leadership. 

I mention it in this part of my report for two reasons. First, because I enjoyed the experience, 
but second, because it reminded me of what it takes for an organization to achieve excellence. 
It is really pretty simple, at least in concept, and very similar to the engagement we are asking 
from our students. To be excellent, an organization needs its people to “own” it and take 
responsibility for helping making the organization better. 

At Indiana State, we have an official system of shared governance which means that everyone 
has an opportunity and a responsibility to be part of a continuous improvement process. It is 
not solely the job of the “administration.” We all have a responsibility to hold each other 
accountable. When any of us are not meeting community expectations in anything we do, then 
we all suffer as do the reputation of the institution and our students’ education. 

It is my belief that we all have a responsibility, regardless of job title, to help make things and 
people better. At times, it will be an informal leadership role we play such as when we tell a 



friend, spouse or close colleague that they need to step up and do more. At other times, it will 
be a formal process where you are charged either as an individual or as a group to evaluate 
someone’s performance. Leadership requires that those evaluations be honest and frank. If 
someone is not doing his or her job, the individual needs to be informed, helped to improve, 
and if they do not improve, helped to the door.  

If we in higher education are not willing to take our roles and responsibilities in shared 
governance seriously, it is a sign that we do not value them. Ultimately, it is a request to have 
someone take this responsibility away. We can blame the tool, but only if we are willing to 
improve it and continue moving forward. We are making great strides as an institution. We can 
and will continue to make progress as more people “own” the who and what we are. 

Other updates I would like to provide: 

        Open sessions for the four finalists interviewing for the Dean of the College of Graduate 
and Professional Studies and Chief Research Officer are scheduled as follows:  

o   Tuesday, November 12, 1:15 to 2:15 p.m., University Hall Theatre – Dr. Suzanne 
Barbour 

o   Thursday, November 14, 1:15 to 2:15 p.m., Heritage Ballroom – Dr. Mark Garrison 

o   Monday, November 18, 1:15 to 2:15 p.m., Heritage Ballroom – Dr. Lynn Maurer 

o   Wednesday, November 20, 1:15 to 2:15 p.m., Heritage Ballroom – Dr. David Yu 

        Chief of Police Bill Mercier has announced his plans to retire effective January 2, 2014. 
Assistant Police Chief Joe Newport will step in as interim chief when Bill departs. I would 
like to thank Bill for his service to the University and our students and for the many 
improvements made to our procedures, training, and emergency preparedness during 
his tenure.  

        A couple of additional wellness screenings are being scheduled on campus in early 
December for employees who have not yet participated. Staff Benefits will be 
distributing information regarding the dates and locations of the screenings in the near 
future. Remember that employees who participate will receive a $30 per month 
discount on their 2014 health benefits coverage costs. Employees are also reminded to 
submit the tobacco free affidavit 
(http://indstate.edu/wellness/Onthe%20way%20to%20Wellness/Documents/Tobacco%
20Free%20Affidavit%202014.pdf) to avoid paying a $50 per month surcharge for 
tobacco users. Tobacco-users also may avoid the surcharge by participating in a tobacco 
cessation program and completing a separate affidavit indicating he or she is attempting 
to quit using tobacco products: 
http://indstate.edu/wellness/images/Tobacco%20Cessation%20Affidavit%202014.pdf. 

        The month of November is an open enrollment period for the University’s health 
benefits coverage. Forms must be received by November 30 for coverage effective 
January 1. Employees who are already on the health benefits plan and who do not wish 
to make any changes (adding dependents, etc.) do not need to complete any 
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paperwork. However, all employees who currently utilize the Flexible Spending Account 
(FSA) will need to submit an FSA application for 2014 to continue to participate. The FSA 
is a pre-tax account used to help pay for qualifying medical or dependent care expenses. 
Information and forms are available at: http://www.indstate.edu/humres/staff-
benefits/Open%20Enrollment/Open%20Enrollment.htm. 

        The Indiana State University Speakers Series continues tonight with a lecture by Air 
Force veteran Dan Rooney, author of “A Patriot’s Calling: Living Life Between Fear and 
Faith.” The speech will begin at 7 p.m. in Tilson Auditorium. A former F-16 pilot with 
three combat tours in Iraq, Dan is the founder of the Folds of Honor Foundation, an 
organization that provides scholarships and other assistance to the spouses and children 
of soldiers killed or disabled while in service to our country.  

        A pilot Safe Rides program is providing free taxi rides to Indiana State University 
students in need of a ride on Thursday, Friday, and Saturday nights from 9 p.m. to 3 a.m. 
within the Terre Haute city limits. To utilize the service, students can call Yellow Cab at 
812-478-5000 to request pickup and show their Indiana State Student ID to the driver. 
The Safe Rides program, an expansion on the SoberRide alcohol-awareness program 
offered at Homecoming, will continue through November 30. It is sponsored through 
the Student Wellness Initiative of the Strategic Plan in conjunction with University Public 
Safety. 

        The Center for Community Engagement along with Rose-Hulman, Ivy Tech, Saint Mary-
of-the-Woods and Harrison College would like to invite faculty and staff to “Coffee with 
the Community” on Tuesday, November 12, from 8:30 to 9:30 a.m. in the Heritage 
Lounge. This program offers an opportunity to engage directly with community partners 
to develop future projects for our students. The topic for this session is Hunger Issues 
and Food Insecurity. 

        Tickets for the Yuletide Madrigal Feast presented by the ISU School of Music on 
December 3 through 5 at St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church are now on sale. The Indiana 
State Madrigal Dinners are a recreation of the Renaissance feasts conducted throughout 
England in the 16th century during the 12 days of Christmas. The Sycamore Singers and 
the ISU Brass Quintet will perform each evening. Tickets for the dinner and 
entertainment are $30 and can be obtained by calling 237-4590 or in the Landini Center 
for the Performing and Fine Arts, Room 222. 

        Congratulations to ISU photographer Tony Campbell for earning a silver award in the 
Pride of CASE V awards competition hosted by the Midwestern district of the Council for 
Advancement and Support of Education. Tony’s silhouette picture of three youth 
jumping in the fountain at Dede Plaza 
(http://isuphoto.smugmug.com/Other/Publications/Photo-Services-Events-and-
Acti/NSO-Fountain-Run-2012/i-dP2btTw/0/L/05_30_12_fountain_run_NSO-9023-L.jpg) 
earned the honor in the excellence in photography category. Former staff member 
Jennifer Sicking also earned a silver award in the news writing category for her story, 
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“Combating MRSA: Researchers study community-associated strain” 
(http://www.indstate.edu/news/news.php?newsid=3364). 

        The College of Arts and Sciences was declared the winner of the Provost’s first Spirit 
Award competition among all of the colleges for the best Homecoming tent. The College 
had an interactive presence that provided several hands-on activities for its visitors. The 
trophy can be viewed in the waiting room of Dean Murray’s office. Congratulations to 
the College of Arts and Sciences, and good luck to everyone in their planning for next 
year. 

        Sophomore John Mascari has earned his second Missouri Valley Conference individual 
title running the 8,000 meter race in 23:56.4.  The cross country team will compete in 
the NCAA Great Lakes Regional in Madison, Wisconsin, on November 15. 

        Two Arts and Sciences faculty members have recently published new books. Keith 
Byerman has just published The Life and Work of John Edgar Wideman, and Richard 
Schneirov has published Democracy as a Way of Life in America: A History, which is co-
authored by Gaston Fernandez. 

        The Association for the Advancement of Sustainability in Higher Education has 
recognized Indiana State University with a STARS Silver Rating. The rating system 
measures and encourages sustainability in all aspects of higher education. 

        Nancy Nichols-Pethick’s artwork is included in a current exhibition at the Swope Art 
Museum entitled “Borders: A Regional Survey.” The show will be on display through 
January 4. 

Go Sycamores! 

Sincerely, 

Daniel J. Bradley 
President 
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