
February 12, 2014 

 

Dear colleagues, 

The cold weather didn’t put a chill on the annual Indiana State University Day at the Statehouse 

conducted Monday as part of our American Democracy Project. More than 50 students ably represented 

our university and interacted with around 30 legislators. The students staffed displays representing 

various student organizations and were able to talk to legislators from their home districts about their 

experiences at Indiana State. The highlight of the day was when the students were brought onto the 

floor of the Indiana House of Representatives for the reading of a concurrent resolution honoring 

Indiana State for its dedication to community service. I hear that Nancy Rogers did a great job 

addressing the House, and I would like to thank Representatives Clyde Kersey, Bob Heaton, Alan 

Morrison, and Kreg Battles; and Senator Tim Skinner for co-sponsoring the resolution. Carly Schmitt did 

a fantastic job organizing the event with assistance from her students, the Center for Community 

Engagement, Greg Goode and Carmen Tillery. For photos, go to: 

http://isuphoto.smugmug.com/Events/Events-by-Year/2014/ISU-Honored-at-Statehouse/. 

Our commitment to community engagement is a major driver of “The Pathway to Success” strategic 

plan. Now in its fifth year, the plan continues to drive our decision-making. I would like to invite the 

campus community to participate in two upcoming events that are an important part of assessing 

various initiatives of the plan to ensure that we continue to progress toward our strategic goals. 

On March 4, the Strategic Planning Annual Conference will explore two issues where a lot more work is 

needed. At 8:30 a.m., Provost Biff Williams will discuss how the university will be moving forward in its 

efforts to diversify the faculty to make its composition more closely resemble the makeup of our student 

body. At 9 a.m., Diann McKee and I will be discussing the importance of improving our four-year 

graduation rates, and the financial impact this goal entails. Josh Powers, Susan Powers and Linda Maule 

will complete this discussion with a review of our student success initiatives. 

At 10:30 a.m., I will present a progress report detailing the benchmark indicators for each goal. This will 

be a great opportunity to recognize and celebrate the significant progress that has been achieved 

through so many people’s good work. Of course, I will also want to highlight the challenges that remain. 

I will also be detailing some recent additions that have been made to the benchmark indicators for Goals 

2, 3 and 6. For Goals 2 and 3, we have moved from indicators that describe what we are doing 

(incorporating experiential learning and community engagement into degree programs, etc.) to the 

impact our efforts are having (number of students involved in undergraduate research, recognition for 

community service, etc.). In Goal 6, we have added benchmarks related to our employee participation in 

wellness screenings and percentage of employees who are non-smokers or are in smoking cessation 

programs. These are important additions that will provide greater insight toward our assessment of 

progress. 

http://isuphoto.smugmug.com/Events/Events-by-Year/2014/ISU-Honored-at-Statehouse/


The half-day program will conclude with a luncheon and keynote address by Abdul Hakim-Shabazz, 

editor and publisher of IndyPolitics.org, which has been recognized by the Washington Post two years in 

a row as one of the best political blogs in the nation. He also hosts the “Abdul at large” radio show on 

WIBC in Indianapolis and is a frequent panelist and contributor to RTV 6’s “Indianapolis This Week” and 

“Inside Indiana Business.”  Abdul earned a bachelor’s degree in broadcasting and journalism at Northern 

Illinois University, a Master’s Degree in Public Affairs from the University of Illinois, and a law degree 

from St. Louis University, and he teaches speech at Ivy Tech and business law at the University of 

Indianapolis. Abdul should provide an interesting look at the state political scene and its impact on 

public higher education. 

Reservations will be necessary for the Strategic Planning Conference so that appropriate arrangements 

can be made for lunch. To RSVP, contact Rhonda Terstegge at Rhonda.Terstegge@indstate.edu. The 

event will take place in Hulman Memorial Student Union Dede I and III. 

The campus is also invited to the Unbounded Possibilities (UP) update on Goal 4 which will take place on 

Friday, February 28, from 11:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. in HMSU Dede III. The session will include presentations 

by the UP programs, and a panel discussion involving UP leaders, Provost Williams and myself. Lunch is 

included so please let Laura Wilburn (Laura.Wilburn@indstate.edu) know if you plan to attend. 

On the personnel front, all of the dean candidates for the College of Technology have completed their 

campus visits. A decision on this position will likely be announced within the next week. Campus 

interviews for the library deanship will begin next week on track for a decision by early March. The 

finalists, dates of their open campus sessions and links to their vitas are below. The open sessions will 

take place from 1:30 to 2:30 p.m. in Room 028 in Cunningham Memorial Library. 

 Monday, Feb. 17 -- Robin A. Crumrin, Associate Dean, University Library, Indiana University-
Purdue University, Indianapolis - http://www.indstate.edu/cv/RobinCrumrinVita.pdf 

 Wednesday, Feb. 19 -- Dallas J.A. Long, Acting Associate Dean, Milner Library, Illinois State 
University, http://www.indstate.edu/cv/DallasLongVita.pdf 

 Monday, Feb. 24 -- John Eye, Dean of Library Services & Professor of Library Science, Southern 
Utah University, http://www.indstate.edu/cv/JohnEyeVita.pdf 
 

Heather Roberts has been named the new faculty fellow in the Faculty Center for Teaching 

Excellence.  Heather brings a unique perspective and skill set to the position having been a first-

generation student at ISU, Hines medalist, and later a faculty member in the Department of English. Her 

strong teaching contributions, including curricular leadership responsibilities through the summer bridge 

program LEAP, will be valuable assets to the FCTE. An internal search is currently underway for the 

director of the center, and interested candidates should apply by February 18. 

Other updates I would like to share: 

 This has been a busy winter for our facilities and grounds crews and others who have worked 

tirelessly to keep our parking lots and sidewalks accessible, have responded to frozen pipes that 

give way, and have dealt with the routine messes this weather creates in the entryway of every 
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building. I would like to thank those in Facilities Management, HMSU and Residential Life for all 

of their hard work including their responsiveness Tuesday when a fire suppression line burst in 

Rhoads Hall. Maintaining a campus of this size is always a challenge, and our staffs do an 

excellent job. I also appreciate all of those who help our students deal with these situations. 

 Sarah Mihich, a 2013 Indiana State University graduate, was one of three students named 

College/University Intern of the Year by Indiana INTERNnet at its annual IMPACT Awards 

Luncheon last week. Sarah served her internship with Art Spaces. Her responsibilities included 

event planning, board relations, gift processing, promoting the 2013 Year of the River, and 

website maintenance. She also researched and wrote customized fundraising proposals that led 

to a generous donation for an Art Spaces sculpture. Congratulations, Sarah! 

 The Rural Health Innovation Collaborative has been selected by the National Leadership 

Academy for the Public’s Health to lead a regional task force in developing ways to bring down 

Indiana’s infant mortality rate which was sixth-highest in the nation in 2011. College of Nursing, 

Health and Human Services Dean Jack Turman has considerable expertise in this area and will be 

joined by RHIC Executive Director Stephanie Laws and Vermillion-Parke Community Health 

Center CEO Elizabeth Burrows on the task force which will also include a staff member from the 

Indiana State Department of Health. 

 The basketball season is heating up, and Sycamore fans have had a lot to cheer about this year. 

The men’s team is now 18-6 overall and 9-3 in Missouri Valley Conference play following their 

win against Drake Sunday. This is the first time in the university’s history that the team has 

earned at least 18 victories in four consecutive years. The men play Bradley in Peoria 

Wednesday night and return to Hulman Center to face Southern Illinois on Saturday. The 

women’s team, now 12-9 overall and 7-3 in conference play, will face Southern Illinois at 7:05 

p.m. Friday in Hulman Center for the annual Pink-Out game in support of breast cancer 

awareness. Support our Sycamores! 

 I would like to thank several faculty members who have agreed to serve as Indiana State’s 

representatives on various panels working on the Single Articulation Pathway for the 

Commission for Higher Education. Susan Powers is serving on the statewide steering committee 

for this initiative and is leading Indiana State’s team. Panel members are Rebecca Hinshaw, Pat 

Wheeler, Liz Brown, Peggy Weber, J. Tyler Burns, Joe Ashby, Jeff Kinne, Phil Cochrane, Karen Liu, 

Linda Behrendt, Jessica Nelson, and Bruce McLaren. This work will be of great benefit to 

students starting their programs at Ivy Tech or Vincennes University. 

 Indiana State has also agreed to join the Guided Pathways to Success (GPS) Initiative, a national 

effort to help more college students receive the support they need to graduate and, whenever 

possible, do so in four years. The state was selected for the national program by the Lumina 

Foundation for Education and Complete College America. The program will utilize a combination 

of highly structured degree programs, meta-majors, default course schedules, and proactive 

advising practices that simplify choices for students and provide clearer paths to on-time 

graduation and degree attainment. 

 Indiana State has been named a Tree Campus USA for the sixth year in a row. The program 

honors colleges and universities for effective campus forest management and for engaging staff 



and students in conservation goals. Congratulations to our landscaping and grounds crew led by 

Stephanie Krull! 

 The University Club’s operations have been moved to the ninth floor of Hulman Memorial 

Student Union. The club will operate out of the dining room located in the middle of the floor 

and will reserve the rest of the ninth floor for its events. An Italian dinner is planned on February 

28. (For information about joining the University Club or attending this event, email Charles 

Hoffman at Charles.hoffman@indstate.edu.) Faculty and staff with active club memberships 

may also reserve the ninth floor for individual use. (All catering must be contracted through 

Sodexo.)  The ninth floor lounge and the main dining room also remain available for campus 

functions. Inquiries about reservations should be made to Judy Price at extension 3735.  The 

former club facility is being turned into office space for the Information Technology staff 

members who need to vacate Normal Hall for its upcoming renovation. I appreciate the 

cooperation of the University Club officers and members in making this change. 

 Pioneer Oil has completed drilling the well located on a former industrial property just off 

campus. The well will be tested and is expected to be put into production this spring. 

 The national commission currently chaired by Residential Life Executive Director Amanda Knerr 

has won two awards from the American College Personnel Association. The Commission for 

Assessment and Evaluation, which plays an important role in advancing national dialogue and 

training related to effective assessment in student affairs, received the Excellence in 

Programming and Professional Development Award and the Excellence in Research and 

Scholarship Award.  Congratulations, Amanda! 

 Indiana State’s student media organizations have launched a family of new websites under the 

umbrella of www.ISUstudentmedia.com. The web portal brings together the sites for the 

Indiana Statesman, WISU, and Sycamore Video and provides a platform for shared content and 

collaborations. Check out the site for some interesting stories about our students and campus. 

 On Saturday, four brave Sycamores will be taking the plunge to support Special Olympics Indiana 

by participating in the sixth annual Terre Haute Polar Plunge at 9:30 a.m. on Hulman Center’s 

south patio. John Lentz, Kimberly Monte, Jacque Smith and John Murray are participating. 

Information on how you can donate to their efforts is available at: 

http://www.indstate.edu/news/isutoday.php?articleid=10365. 

 The following weekend, Provost Biff Williams will show off his culinary skills as one of the “100 

Men Who Cook.” This annual fundraiser supports the Terre Haute Children’s Museum and is a 

great way to try a variety of foods while supporting your favorite chef. Tickets for the event are 

on sale now, but Biff is already collecting his “tips” for the tip jar. You can find out more about 

the event and how to support him at: http://thchildrensmuseum.com/index.php/100-men-who-

cook.html. 

 “Lincoln: The Constitution and the Civil War,” a traveling exhibit examining how President 

Lincoln used the Constitution to confront the secession of Southern states, slavery and wartime 

civil liberties, is on display at Cunningham Memorial Library through March 21. The display is 

based on an exhibition of the same name developed by the National Constitution Center. 
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 The residential life staff spent two intensive days recently in workshops to begin preparation for 

developing an intentional curricular approach to residential education beginning in Fall 

2014.  The workshops were led by Kathleen Gardner, a faculty member with ACPA’s Residential 

Curriculum Institute. Staff worked on developing an educational priority that is grounded in the 

culture, mission, and vision of ISU.  The team learned the fundamentals of developing a 

sequenced educational plan, how to write lesson plans, and establish effective measures of 

student co-curricular learning.  The residential life team looks forward to working closely with 

academic partners to further develop the residential curriculum in the upcoming months.  

Enjoy the rest of your week! 

Sincerely, 

Daniel J. Bradley 
President 
 

 

 


