
April 17, 2014 

 

Dear colleagues, 

It is difficult to believe that Commencement is only two weeks away, and many parts of Indiana had 

snow earlier this week. Despite the cooler temperatures the past few days have brought, the flowers 

and blooming trees tell us that spring is here and summer is not far behind. 

Banquet season is also upon us, and this time of year provides many opportunities to recognize 

students, faculty and staff for all their achievements during the academic year. Before I detail some of 

those honors, I would like to thank the entire campus for another great year. Much has been 

accomplished again this year. Here are a few of the achievements from this academic year: 

 Continued enrollment growth due to another strong freshman class and improvements in 

retention. Enrollment is at its highest level since 1972. 

 National recognition for our commitment to community service with a number one ranking in 

community service from the Washington Monthly and our placement on the U.S. President’s 

Higher Education Community Service Honor Roll for the eighth year in a row. This was the third 

time the University earned the “With Distinction” higher level of achievement. 

 Continued success in having our new programs accredited and longstanding programs 

reaccredited. 

 The launch of University College, the progress made on “intrusive advising,” and the 

development of other services and programs to improve student success. 

 The extensive work being done on developing department student success benchmarks and 

plans as well as the changes in policy and procedures under consideration by the Department 

Success Task Force. For details of this work, go to: 

http://www.indstate.edu/studentsuccess/DepartmentSuccesPlans.htm. 

 Final approval for the renovation of Normal Hall into the new home for our student success 

initiatives. 

 Successful completion of searches for three Deans. 

 The opening of a remodeled Erickson Hall and the garnering of approval for the downtown 

housing project. 

 The nearing completion of the university’s first new residence hall (Reeve Hall) in more than 40 

years. 

 The continuation of lab renovations in the Science Building. 

 The installation of a statue recognizing Sycamore legend Larry Bird during a flurry of activities 

that raised more than $400,000 for scholarships for the men’s basketball program and garnered 

national publicity. 

 Another exciting year for Sycamore athletics with success across multiple sports. 

 Expansion of activities for our students which has resulted in increased participation in iconic 

activities such as the trike and tandem races as well as new events like the Battleship canoe 

game that was a highlight of Spring Week. 

Of course, these are just a few of the year’s highlights. There are successes and improvements taking 

place every day across our campus. It is also clear that more and more often, decision-making is being 
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informed by data. This type of forward momentum takes a great deal of hard work, creativity, and 

commitment. I applaud each of you for your efforts and thank you for helping our students, our 

university, and our community progress. 

I also appreciate the hard work the Faculty Senate, Staff Council and Student Government Association 

have put forth again this year. It has been a pleasure to work with Steve Lamb, Karen Buchholz, and 

Logan Valentine, and I appreciate the leadership they have provided. I look forward to building upon 

these relationships with the new Faculty Senate Chair Bob Guell, the soon-to-be-elected Staff Council 

Chair, and the new SGA President Olivia Finley. 

On Thursday night, the university will present its top awards to faculty and recognize those who have 

earned promotion and tenure during the annual Faculty Recognition Banquet. Those being honored 

include: 

President’s Medal for Exemplary Teaching and Scholarship: Lea Hall and Virgil Sheets. 

Caleb Mills Distinguished Teaching Award: John Conant, Lindsey Eberman, Robert Johnson, and 

Jennifer Schriver. 

Theodore Dreiser Distinguished Research and Creativity Award: Keith Byerman, Carl Klarner, Cecil 

Nelson, and Bassam Yousif. 

Faculty Distinguished Service Award: Nathan Schaumleffel. 

Community-Based Learning and Scholarship Award: Azizi Arrington-Bey. 

Promoted to Full Professor: Laura Bates, Kimberly Bodey, Denise Collins, John Jakaitis, Catherine 

Paterson, Yasenka Peterson, Don Rogers, Stephen Wolf, and Bassam Yousif. 

Tenured: Brian Bunnett, Roby George, Namita Goswami, Solange Lopes-Murphy, and Carolyn Wallace. 

Promoted to Associate Professor and Tenured: Richard Baker, Barbara Eversole, Roseanne Fairchild, 

Carroll Graham, Matthew Hutchins, Michael Jackson, Maureen Johnson, Xiaolong Li, Kand McQueen, 

Yong Joon Park, Ali Mehran Shahhosseini, and Franklin Wilson. 

Promoted to Associate Librarian and Tenured: Cheryl Blevens. 

Congratulations to all for achieving these milestones. These important career steps are to be celebrated. 

Commencement will take place at noon on Saturday, May 3, in Hulman Center. Our alumni speaker this 

year will be Sally Neville, vice president of clinical specialty services at Kansas City Care Clinic. Sally has 

devoted her career to the treatment of HIV patients and is a nationally recognized expert in HIV care, 

prevention and program management. 

Our student speaker is Tanika Lyles of Indianapolis who is graduating with a degree in sports 

management. Tanika will be moving to Madrid, Spain following graduation for an internship with You 

First Sports, a sports marketing firm. She then plans to attend law school with the goal of becoming a 

sports agent. 

Caitlyn East has been selected as the recipient of the President’s Medal for Leadership, Scholarship and 

Service, and Benjamin Hancock and Shelby Kitch have received the Hines Medal. Amber Kemp, William 



Lehman, Tommy Lynch and Kelly Steffen have earned the Rankin Memorial Distinguished Senior 

Awards. 

The first Staff Service Award also was recently awarded by the Center for Community Engagement. Pam 

Chamberlain from the Business Engagement Center was recognized for her many contributions to the 

University and the Wabash Valley. Pam has been active on many fronts but is especially active in raising 

awareness about cancer prevention and raising funds for cancer research. Pam accepted this as her 

personal mission after losing her best friend to cancer. Thank you, Pam for all that you do. 

The Center also recognized the great folks who work in the ISU Financial Accounting area who help with 

the center’s various financial issues related to planning things such as Alternative Spring Break. 

Employees recognized were: Catherine Procarione, Bob Anthrop, Donna Scarbrough, Billie Dill, Janice 

Karn, Teresa Sale, and Jeff Jacso. 

The soccer team also received Center’s Service Award for their participation in numerous charitable 

events in the community, including volunteering at the Catholic Charities food bank, Ryves Hall, the 

annual Soup Bowl fundraiser for Catholic Charities, the Polar Plunge for Special Olympics Indiana, and 

Locks of Love. Coach True and the entire soccer team exemplify the spirit of community engagement 

and are great examples for all of us. 

I would also like to call attention to the 105 faculty and staff members who were awarded grants from 

the Center for Community Engagement this year. The center awarded $180,940 to assist individuals and 

departments in providing experiential learning and community engagement opportunities for their 

students. I would like to applaud all those who took advantage of these funds and encourage all areas of 

the University to participate more fully. A list of the grant recipients and their projects for 2013-2014 is 

available at: www.indstate.edu/president/docs/CCEgrantrecipients.pdf. The Center’s annual summary of 

2012-2013 Curricular Engagement Inventory, which identifies the type and intensity of community 

engagement and experiential learning practices within academic courses, has also recently been 

published. It is at: http://www.indstate.edu/publicservice/faculty/CurricularEngagement_12-13.pdf. 

Don’t forget that the Strategic Plan report out session for goals five and six will take place Thursday, 

April 24, in Dede I. Check-in begins at 1 p.m. with the program kicking off at 1:20. Initiatives under goal 

five (Diversify Revenue through Philanthropy, Contracts, and Grants) will be discussed between 1:30 and 

2:45 p.m. Following a short break, initiatives under goal six (Recruit and Retain Great Faculty and Staff) 

will be discussed from 3 to 4:35. I will make some summary remarks (I promise to keep them brief!) at 

4:35 p.m. If you plan to attend, please respond to Tammy South at 237-7779. 

On the personnel front, I am pleased to report that Joe Newport has been named director of public 

safety/university police chief. An alumnus of our criminology program, Joe brings a wealth of experience 

to this role having served as associate director/assistant chief since 1999 and also having served as chief 

of police for the City of Terre Haute. A search for an associate director to fill Joe’s previous position is 

underway. 

 Congratulations to everyone involved in creating a successful, and fruitful, celebration of the 

Nursing program’s 50th anniversary. The goal of raising $50,000 to endow a nursing scholarship 

was shattered with $80,000 raised. The goal has since been revised to $100,000, and your 

donations toward helping them meet that goal are welcomed. The scholarship will help provide 

resources for students to engage in research with faculty and in community outreach with 
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health care providers. The first Maryanne Roehm Nursing Scholar Award, named for the dean 

emerita of the former School of Nursing, was presented to Cecily Betz, associate professor of 

clinical pediatrics in the Keck School of Medicine at the University of South California. The 

annual award will recognize individuals who are dedicated to the advancement of nursing at a 

national level.  

 Jack Turman has been asked to lead an International Congress on Infant and Maternal Mortality 

taking place this June in Morocco. Representatives from Spain, Belgium, France, Morocco and 

the United States will be participating. In addition to Jack, the local team participating will 

include ISU representatives Marcee Everly, Eliezer Bermudez, and Russel Countinho, along with 

Kathleen Coutinho, a Terre Haute OBGYN who specializes in high-risk pregnancies. 

 Effective immediately, all part-time adjunct faculty members will have free membership in the 

Student Recreation Center, the same benefit enjoyed by faculty, staff, and full-time adjuncts. 

The part-time adjuncts will need a current ISU ID to gain access to the center. I hope to see 

more utilization of the Rec Center by our employees during the coming year. 

 The Staff Council Spring Fling has been rescheduled for Tuesday, April 22, due to the 

unseasonably cold weather. The council will be selling a variety of food items on Dede Plaza 

from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. All proceeds will benefit the Staff Scholarship. The Council is also gearing 

up for its annual meeting which will take place from on May 15 from 10 a.m. to noon in the 

Sycamore Banquet Center. The Sycamore Staff Award will be presented at that meeting. The 

award recognizes a benefits-eligible staff member who contributes to the overall mission of the 

University. Nominations, which are due by May 1, can be made at 

https://indstate.qualtrics.com/SE/?SID=SV_4Orxhe0tKx8SmIk. 

 April 22 will be Wabash Valley Visions and Voices Day by special proclamation from Governor 

Mike Pence and Mayor Duke Bennett. The digital memory project, which is led by Cinda May 

and Cunningham Memorial Library, will be celebrating its 10th anniversary of digitizing and 

preserving the region’s history and heritage in print, pictures and sound. The 36 project partners 

provide free access to the digital collection through the internet at 

http://visions.indstate.edu/index.html. 

 The College of Arts and Sciences will close another successful “Community Semester” with 

several upcoming events. Renowned ornithologist Joel Greenberg will deliver the Department of 

Biology’s seventh annual Earth Day Address, “Echoes of Their Wings: The Passenger Pigeon and 

its Legacy,” at 7 p.m. on April 22 in the University Hall Theater. Debra Israel will lead a panel of 

researchers and policymakers in a discussion of the economics and ethical issues surrounding 

second-hand smoke policies from 10 to 10:50 a.m. on April 23 in the Events Area of Cunningham 

Memorial Library. A closing reception and celebration will feature ISU alumnus Craig McKee and 

will take place from 7:30 to 9:30 p.m. on April 23 in the Magna Carta Room in Federal Hall. Dean 

John Murray will be announcing the theme for next year’s Community Semester at the close of 

the reception. An event rescheduled due to severe weather earlier this semester is the “Great 

American Songbook” featuring the vocal talents of six ISU School of Music students as well as 

faculty members Mark Carlisle, Colleen Davis and Christine Boone. The concert will take place 

at 7:30 p.m. on Sunday, April 27, in the University Hall Theater. The last event of this year’s 

program is a “Music for All” recital featuring 15 local children who received professional music 

instruction and instruments through a collaboration between the Community School of the Arts, 
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Blues at the Crossroads Festival, and the Terre Haute Boys and Girls Club. The recital will begin 

at 5 p.m. on May 2nd at the Boys and Girls Club which is now located at 924 North 13th Street.  

 Congratulations and thanks to the 26 faculty members who have completed the first Teaching 

Triangles program on our campus. These faculty members volunteered to be placed in groups of 

three with the charge of observing their Teaching Triangle peers and participating in self-

reflection about their own teaching practices. Faculty participating were: Azizi Arrington-Bey, 

Will Barratt, Laura Bates, Kathryn Berlin, Tim Boileau, Lisa Borrero, Matt Cohen, Concetta 

DePaolo, Ryan Donlan, Darleesa Doss, Kenneth Games, Mattea Garcia, Darlene Hantzis, Molly 

Hare, Lisa Hughes, Jen Latimer, Tine Kruger-Newsham, Amy Murphy-Nugen, Angie Napier, 

Bridget Roberts-Pittman, Cheryl Rader, Kris Schwab, Larry Tinnerman, Diane VanCleave, Kevin 

Ward, and Dwuena Wyre. Thanks also to Beth Whitaker and the Faculty Center for Teaching 

Excellence for leading this initiative. 

 Wednesday’s Earth Day celebration drew more than 2,000 people, more than twice the normal 

attendance for the six-year event. The event featured an outdoor picnic hosted by Sodexo 

where students could use their meal plan to eat and booths from more than 40 community 

partners. Due to the chilly temperatures, the movie on the lawn was moved inside. There must 

be a meteorologist involved in the planning as “Frozen” was an appropriate choice for this new 

addition to Earth Day. 

 Indiana State’s three Greek Councils, the Interfraternity Council, National Pan-Hellenic Council 

and Panhellenic Council, recently sponsored a Give Back Backpack Drive to collect backpacks 

and school supplies for children in need. The group provided 45 backpacks stuffed with school 

supplies to elementary schools in Vigo County.  It is great to see these Greek organizations 

working together to meet a need in our community. 

 Beauty and the Beast will close out this year’s Performing Arts Series. The American Family 

Theater production will take place at 7:30 p.m. on April 28 in Tilson Auditorium. Tickets for 

faculty and staff are $10-$13 with youth tickets available for $5. Contact the Hulman Center 

ticket office or 1-877-ISU-TXS to secure your tickets. 

 Twenty-five members of Indiana State University’s Concert Choir were part of a 100-voice mass 

choir that performed at the Alice Tully Hall in New York’s Lincoln Center last weekend. The choir 

was conducted by Scott Buchanan, ISU Director of Choral Activities, as part of a spring concert 

series produced by Distinguished Concerts International New York. Students from Terre Haute 

South also participated. 

 Human Development and Family Studies senior Rachel Fagras has been recognized by the 

National Council on Family Relations for her exceptional scholarship, leadership, and community 

service. Rachel will graduate this May with a 3.91 cumulative grade point average. 

Congratulations, Rachel on this national recognition. 

 Groundbreaking on the first new athletic site since Hulman Center opened in 1973, will take 

place at 2 p.m. on Monday, April 21. The new track and field will be located along the riverfront 

as part of the Riverscape initiative to transform the banks of the Wabash into a leisure and 

recreational area. 

 Applications are now being accepted for the 2014-2015 Leadership ISU cohort. Faculty, exempt 

and non-exempt staff members are encouraged to apply for the year-long program which 



provides participants with opportunities to learn more about how the university works as well 

as gain leadership skills. For more information and the application form, go to: 

http://www.indstate.edu/lisu/. The deadline to apply is April 30. 

Good luck with semester’s end and thanks for another great year. 

Sincerely, 

Daniel J. Bradley 
President 
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