
July 9, 2014 

 

Dear colleagues, 

Summer is more than half over, and it is a mere six weeks until classes begin for the fall semester. New 

student orientation sessions ended last week, and attendance was up again this year with 104 more 

students in attendance. This is a strong indication that our freshmen class and overall enrollment will be 

up again this fall. 

I would like to thank everyone who helped make the new student orientation program a great success.   

The entire enrollment management team, University College advisors and staff, Student Affairs staff, 

and faculty from throughout campus were involved. I would like to express special appreciation to Tracy 

Osborne for stepping in to help run this program following the departure of Joe Thomas. The addition of 

a financial counseling session was also well received and should continue to benefit our students as they 

make financial choices. Virtually every employee serves as an ambassador for our University through the 

manner in which they conduct their daily work and how they greet these important guests. I have heard 

nothing but enthusiastic responses from both parents and students who attended. Great job, everyone! 

Continuing our enrollment growth – through improvements in both recruiting and retention – remains a 

top priority that is critically important to the future of our University. As the state heads into a budget-

setting year, our success rates in helping our students complete their first and second years and go on to 

graduate (hopefully within four years) are a central focus of performance-based funding. 

In a funding issue for the coming year, the University has been notified by the Governor’s office that 2 

percent of our appropriation will be withheld for 2014-2015 as it was last year. Fortunately, the 

University had planned for this loss in the budget approved by the Board of Trustees at its May meeting. 

It amounts to a cut in appropriations of about $1.3 million. 

On the personnel front, I announced yesterday that Nolan Davis has been named interim vice president 

for student affairs. Nolan has served as associate vice president over this area for the past four years, 

and I am confident in his ability to lead this division as interim vice president and continue to advance 

our strategic goals. I look forward to working with him. 

I would also like to formally welcome Robin Crumrin who recently joined us as our new dean of library 

services. Before coming to Indiana State, she served as the associate dean of the Collections and 

Information Access Group at the Indiana University-Purdue University Library in Indianapolis. Robin and 

her husband, Tim, are both alumni of Indiana State, and she is excited to be back on campus. If you 

don’t have a chance to meet her before then, the Library’s Fall Extravaganza would provide a great 

opportunity to say hello. It is set for Thursday, September 18, from 10 to 3 p.m. 

The University has also recently named Michele Barrett as our assistant police chief. Michele brings a 

wealth of hands-on police work as well as administrative and management experience to the job from 



her more than 20 years of experience with the Terre Haute Police Department. She will begin her duties 

on August 1. 

Summer construction projects are underway, and there will be a bit of disruption as a result. Fourth, 

Fifth and Chestnut streets will all be impacted. The City has also informed us that Cherry Street will be 

closed next week to be repaved from Third to Ninth streets. Reeve Hall is almost done, and work on 

Normal Hall has begun in earnest. The downtown housing project is also moving along as are several 

other remodeling and maintenance projects. 

One of the best things about summertime in Terre Haute is the cultural opportunities that Indiana 

State’s Crossroads Repertory Theatre provides. I would particularly like to recommend Arthur Feinsod’s 

original play, Coming to See Aunt Sophie. The play is based on the true story of Jan Karski, a Polish 

Catholic courier who risked his life many times to alert the world about the horrors of the Holocaust. 

The play had its world premiere in May at the Here and Now Festival in Germany and then toured 

Poland. Performances dates remaining include July 19 and 22 at 7:30 p.m. in the New Theater. Two 

special performances, which are free and open to the public, are planned at 1:30 p.m. on July 12th at the 

United Hebrew Congregation and 1:30 p.m. July 19th at the CANDLES Holocaust Museum and Education 

Center. The emotionally charged play is directed by Dale McFadden and features Bradon Wentz as 

Young Karski and Brad Venable as Old Karski. For information on the other fine offerings this season, 

visit: http://crossroadsrep.com/. 

Other items I would like to share are: 

 Several student affairs staff members pitched in to assist our students who were displaced from 

University Apartments due to a recent fire. Helping the students move back into their 

apartments after the cleanup was completed last month were Jason Tolliver, Randall Turpen, 

Kyle Wilcher, Freda Luers, Ellen Malito and Brooks Moore. Thank you for exemplifying the caring 

attitude that represents Indiana State. 

 The 2014-2015 class of Leadership ISU has been selected. Congratulations to Kuntal 

Bhattacharyya, Jill Blunk, Amy Bouman, Edith Campbell, Christina Cantrell, Chad Clark, Kathryn 

Elson, Stephanie Krull, Patrick Lilja, Ann Malloy, Erica Myers, Barry Overpeck, Caroline Savage, 

Mary Sterling, Lori Vancza, and Kimberly Vanwey. I hope you have a great year, and I look 

forward to the opportunity to meet with you. 

 Ahmed Almatooq, an undergraduate student in the College of Technology, is one of eight 

winners of the Italian Machine Tool Technology Award. Ahmed’s project was a Quran book 

holder that centered on the use of geometric dimensioning and tolerancing to lower 

manufacturing costs. Ahmed is currently on a tour of academic centers and manufacturing 

facilities in Italy through funding provided to the award winners by the Chicago Office of the 

Italian Trade Agency. 

 Another Indiana State student, McKenzie Meares, has been named the recipient of the 

Indianapolis Alumnae Panhellenic’s Outstanding Greek Senior Woman scholarship. McKenzie, a 

http://crossroadsrep.com/


member of Zeta Tau Alpha, is a senior majoring in speech lanquage pathology. This is the second 

time in three years that an Indiana State student has received this statewide award. 

 The Alumni Association has three more golf outings in its summer lineup. They are the Jim 

Hartman Classic in Sullivan on Thursday, July 10; the Terre Haute Alumni Golf Outing on July 18, 

and the Indianapolis Golf Outing on August 8. Registration information is available at: 

http://indstate.edu/alumni/getinvolved/index.htm and click on the events tab. 

 I recently received a letter from the National Science Foundation recognizing Sarah Ber for her 

work in participating in the NSF’s Higher Education Research and Development Survey. The NSF 

provides this data to federal, state, and academic decision makers. Thanks for your work, Sarah! 

 The annual Terre Foods Blueberry Festival needs volunteers for this year’s event which will take 

place from 11 a.m. to 8 p.m. on July 17 in the Central Presbyterian Church parking lot on 

Seventh Street. This is a pre-approved service site for employees to use their community service 

leave (during their normal working hours). You can sign up by July 10 by going to an invitation 

page on VolunteerSpot at http://vols.pt/AYL1RW.  

 Congratulations to Amanda Knerr, executive director of Residential Life and Housing, for 

recently serving as a faculty member in a national student affairs assessment institute. She 

presented on three different training topics at the ACPA conference. 

 Season football tickets are now available. Tickets for the six-game home schedule are $60 for 

adults with faculty, staff and senior citizens tickets costing $55. Youth season tickets (ages 2 to 

18) are available for $25. A family pack of two adult tickets and two youth season tickets is 

available for $160. Tickets can be purchased at Hulman Center during normal business hours or 

by calling 812-237-3737. 

Enjoy what’s left of summer! 

Sincerely, 

Daniel J. Bradley 
President 
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