
August 14, 2014 
 
Dear colleagues, 
 
Welcome! The fall semester is upon us. It was great to meet our new faculty during last week’s 
orientation, and to see familiar faces return from a summer of research, performances, writing, and 
perhaps a bit of relaxation.  Our annual welcome back picnic for all faculty and staff will take place today 
from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. in the Student Recreation Center. This is a great time to meet new colleagues, 
enjoy a free lunch, pick up a free t-shirt and participate in several games for chances to win a number of 
prizes. If I haven’t met you, please stop by the Office of the President’s booth to introduce yourself. You 
can also demonstrate your skill at cornhole which will, undoubtedly, be stronger than mine. 
 
On Friday, our new students will begin arriving, and a key period in their adjustment to college will get 
underway. These first few weeks are a critical part of this transition, and Indiana State has worked 
diligently to build programs that will help our students make this important step. In addition to those 
involved in these formalized programs, we all need to share this responsibility. An article by Monique 
Kluczykowski that appeared in this summer’s Chronicle of Higher Education: Diversity in Academe 
summed it up nicely. Kluczykowski, an assistant professor of English at the University of North Georgia, 
wrote that “we shouldn’t overlook what may be the simplest and least-expensive way to retain students 
of all ages, incomes, and backgrounds. Provide them with compassion, dignity, and the knowledge that, 
if they are drowning, someone will be there to throw them a life jacket.” 
 
It is my hope that all of you will be on the lookout for those students who are struggling and will be 
ready and willing to lend them a hand. It could literally change their lives. 
 
A proven way to help our students get acclimated is to get them engaged in campus activities. The fall 
welcome program, http://www.indstate.edu/welcome/, provides our new students with a fun-filled 
introduction to our campus. Please consider joining your colleagues for Sunday’s welcoming 
convocation in Hulman Center. Faculty and staff are asked to arrive around 4:30 p.m. so that you are in 
place before the program kicks off at 5 p.m. Seating has been reserved on the south end of the floor 
area, and parking in the parking garage is free for the evening. Wear your ISU blue and come prepared 
for a high-energy event. 
 
The Student Activities and Organizations area within Student Affairs also has been busy planning events 
to engage our students. They have planned more than 100 events during the first 30 days of the 
academic year followed up by Homecoming. These events are listed on the University calendar at 
http://cms.indstate.edu/events/month. Please make sure to contribute your department’s or 
organization’s events to this calendar throughout the year by going to: 
http://cms.indstate.edu/webform/submit-event. 
 
Most of you are aware that the University has had some significant changes on the personnel front 
recently. Former Provost Biff Williams is now the President of Dixie State University located in his home 
state of Utah. Biff served the university well as both provost and previously as founding dean of the 
College of Nursing, Health, and Human Services. He will be missed, and I wish him, Kristin and their 
family the best. We are fortunate that Jack Maynard has agreed to return to the Provost’s Office as 
Interim Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs. I appreciate Jack’s willingness to help us during 
this transition. 
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Nolan Davis has been named interim vice president for student affairs following Carmen Tillery’s 
departure earlier this summer. I wish Carmen the best in her new role as vice president for student 
services at Cal State Long Beach. Brooks Moore has been named interim associate vice president for 
student affairs, and Valerie Holmes will serve as interim assistant to the vice president. Mark Adkins has 
been named interim director of the Hulman Memorial Student Union effective November 3. In the 
meantime, Tammy Morris will manage the day-to-day operations for HMSU. Other personnel changes in 
Student Affairs include Yolanda Barnhill becoming budget coordinator for HMSU, and Carole Brassie 
serving as interim executive assistant to the vice president. 
 
On Saturday, Indiana University announced the hiring of our Women’s Basketball Coach Teri Moren as 
its new head coach. Coach Moren has done a great job of building our program during the last five years 
including earning its first 20-win season in eight years and being selected for the WNIT this past season. 
We wish her well in her new role. 
 
National searches for these key positions will get underway shortly. Even though it is difficult to see 
these individuals leave, it is heartening to see these senior leaders land such career-advancing positions. 
It is indicative of the good work that is taking place and that will continue at Indiana State. 

In other personnel news: 

 Former Director of Equal Opportunity Bonita McGee is on extended leave. Channon L. Brown is 
now serving as interim equal opportunity and compliance officer. Channon has a bachelor’s 
degree from ISU in criminology and criminal justice with a concentration in African American 
Studies and will complete a master’s degree in criminal justice and criminology this fall. She has 
worked in the Office of Equal Opportunity as a graduate student for the past three years and is 
familiar with processes in the office. She can be reached at 812-237-8954 or 
channon.brown@indstate.edu. 

 New associate deans have been named in several of our colleges, including: Dennis Ballard and 
Bassam Yousif in the College of Arts and Sciences; Troy Allen and Dawn Underwood in the 
College of Graduate and Professional Studies; Peggy Weber in the College of Nursing, Health, 
and Human Services; and Kara Harris and M. Affan Badar (interim associate dean) in the College 
of Technology.   

 New department chairs are: Elizabeth Brown, Mathematics and Computer Science; Kelly 
Wilkinson, Management, Information Systems and Business Education; Don Rogers, 
Kinesiology, Recreation, and Sport; Quang Paul Duong Tran, Social Work; and Christopher 
Berchild, Theater. Interim or acting chairs are: Stan Buchanan, Political Science; Eric Hampton, 
Communication Disorders and Counseling, School and Educational Psychology; Susan Frey, 
Technical Services (Cunningham Memorial Library); Randy Peters, Applied Engineering and 
Technology Management. 

 Michele Barrett, a veteran law enforcement officer with the Terre Haute Police Department, has 
been selected as our new assistant police chief; Martha Milner, a former professional journalist 
and longtime student publications adviser at East Tennessee State University, is the new 
director of student publications; Christine Strong, formerly at Illinois State University, is our new 
study abroad director; and Tracy Osborne has been promoted to director of student transition 
programs. 

Congratulations and best of luck to these new or newly promoted individuals! 
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The coming year will be both exciting and challenging. The Department Success Task Force has worked 
extremely hard and is doing a great job in developing recommendations to help our academic 
departments become more successful in attracting, retaining and graduating students while keeping 
costs under control. 
 
This work is important to our students and our university. The biennial budget process starts next 
month, and our performance as a university will directly impact the appropriation Indiana State will 
receive. We all must work to improve our four-year graduation rates and our overall degree production 
to continue to earn the support of the legislature. I will keep you posted as the budget process unfolds. 
 
Other items I would like to share: 
 

 Again this year, supplemental funding for student employment is being made available to 
assist departments who wish to hire students for positions that require a higher level of 
responsibility than a general clerical job. Departments who receive funds are expected to 
increase the professionalism of these student positions in a variety of ways. More information 
is available at: http://www.indstate.edu/news/isutoday.php?articleid=11071. The deadline to 
apply is August 22. Preference will be given to departments who participate in the Student 
Employment Fair next week. 

 Reeve Hall, the first new residence hall to be constructed on our campus in more than 40 years, 
will be dedicated at 1:30 p.m. on Wednesday, August 27. The hall is located in two buildings 
which are each separated into four pods for small group housing. The pods will be occupied by 
eight of our sororities along with some non-Greek students. Reeve Hall has been a great 
collaboration between Residential Life and Fraternity and Sorority Life. Our goal is to increase 
the participation in Greek life, and this new facility should help make that possible. Tours of the 
suites and chapter rooms will take place following the dedication ceremony. 

 Work continues on our downtown housing project and work has been started on the renovation 
of Mills Hall. Both facilities will open for fall 2015, with Blumberg Hall up next for renovation 
during 2015-2016. 

 Work has also started on the renovation of Normal Hall. The new home for the University 
College and the Center for Student Success will be completed next summer with its dedication 
kicking off our sesquicentennial celebration during Homecoming 2015. 

 ISU Public Safety Officers Jacquelyn Smith, Jordan Gentry, Christopher Heleine, and Brian 
Pierce along with two Indiana State Troopers and two Terre Haute police officers have been 
selected to receive the Indiana State Police Life Saving Award for their efforts in responding to a 
fire at University Apartments last October. They will receive the award at a ceremony next week 
in Indianapolis. Congratulations on receiving this significant honor and thank you for all that you 
do!  

 Congratulations also go to Michael Shelden for being named recipient of the National Author 
Winner for the 2014 Eugene and Marilyn Glick Indiana Authors Award. Along with a $10,000 
prize, Shelden will be recognized at the sixth annual Indiana Authors Award Dinner on October 
25 at the Central Library in Indianapolis. The annual National Author award is presented for an 
entire body of work. For Shelden, that collection consists of numerous feature articles for 
leading newspapers and five biographies, including Orwell: The Authorized Biography, Mark 
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Twain, Man in White: The Grand Adventure of His Final Years and Young Titan: The Making of 
Winston Churchill. This is a significant honor. 

 Indiana State is hosting the Color Run on Saturday, August 23rd, as part of the Fall Welcome 
festivities.  This event is open to the public and will take place on the ISU campus.  As of last 
week, just over 4000 people had registered for the event. Tickets may be purchased online at 
http://thecolorrun.com/terre-haute/. The cost is $45 per person or $40 per person when you 
register with a team of four or more.  Use the code “SYCAMORES” for a discount.  The event will 
begin at 8 a.m. at Rec East.  This is a fun run/walk with the Ryves Neighborhood benefitting as 
the partnering charity.  Volunteers are needed for the event as well.  To volunteer, sign up at 
this link https://www.eventbrite.com/e/volunteer-terre-haute-registration-
12280568511?aff=ISU. Volunteers will be needed the day before and the day of the event. 

 The United Way of the Wabash Valley is kicking off this year’s campaign in a unique fashion 
that will require a lot of support from the community. The organization wants to break the 
Guinness World Record for the longest high-five chain. The current record is 1,391. The event 
will take place on Tuesday, September 2, at Hulman Center. The ramp will open at 3:30 p.m. 
with the record-breaking attempt to begin at 4:30 p.m. More information for this free event is 
available at: http://high5forkids.eventbrite.com. Employees may utilize community service leave 
for the portion of this event that falls within their normal working hours. Contact the Center for 
Community Engagement if you have any questions regarding community service leave. 

 Congratulations to the Beta Upsilon Chapter of Alpha Sigma Alpha at Indiana State University, 
which has been designated as a Four Star Chapter, one of the highest awards recognized by 
Alpha Sigma Alpha Sorority! 

 The Indiana State University Department of Criminology and Criminal Justice is hosting a day of 
honor and remembrance on September 11 featuring guest speaker Leeky Behrman. She is a 
survivor of the 9-11 attack and was in the world trade center when the attack occurred.  She will 
be speaking about her experiences and the impact that day had on her life.  The event, which is 
free and open to the public, will take place in Dede I in Hulman Memorial Student Union starting 
at 11 a.m.  

 The ISU Alumni Association is planning pregame tailgates at the Sycamore football games 
against Indiana University and Ball State. The tailgate in Bloomington will be from 9:30 to 11:30 
a.m. on Saturday, August 30, before the season-opener against IU. There will also be a tailgate 
from noon to 2:30 p.m. on Saturday, September 13, before the Ball State game. Tailgate 
admission is $25 per person. Online registration is available at: 
https://events.attend.com/?form_id=1383762073/#/form/register/1383762073/0. Football 
tickets for these (and other) games are available through the Hulman Center Ticket Office. 

Good luck with the start of the semester. 

Sincerely, 

Daniel J. Bradley 
President 
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