Political Science 245: Fall 2009
Political Inquiry
	Dr. Carl Klarner
	Class Times and Locations: 

	Office Location: Holmstedt 322 (second floor)
	T/Th 12:30-1:45, Root Hall #002

	Office Phone: 237-2436, much better to e-mail me
	Or Tech Center 212 Computer Lab

	E-mail: cklarner@isugw.indstate.edu
	

	Office Hours: Monday 3:15-4:30, Wednesday 12:30-1:30, Thursday 3:30-4:30, Friday 3:15-4:00
	


IF YOU HAVE QUESTIONS, THE FIRST STEP IS TO CHECK THE SYLLABUS.

Required Text
Johnson, Janet Buttolph, and H. T. Reynolds. 2005.  Political Science Research Methods.  6th edition.  Washington, DC: CQ Press.  
SAVE THIS BOOK, IT WILL HELP YOU GREATLY IN YOUR CAPSTONE COURSE.  

Overview of Class

This class will give you the tools you need to rigorously assess whether something causes something else.  When trying to ascertain what causes what, pitfalls that befuddle researchers crop up again and again in different research settings.  By cataloguing these common problems that others have had to deal with, we can improve our own ability to understand reality.  We will discuss how to think rigorously about our theories, and then how to test theories empirically.  You will also learn how to use a statistical program called “SPSS.”  
New dates on syllabus, made September 29, 2009
	Date: Meets in Root Hall #002 unless stated otherwise
	Class Topic / Activity
	Reading Assignment
	What is due?

	August 27

	Introduction to the class / Causal diagrams
	
	

	Tuesday

September 1

	The basics
	Chapter 3 in J & R
	

	Thursday

September 3


	In class worksheets
	
	Quiz over chap 3 / In class worksheets

	Tuesday

September 8


	The basics continued
	
	

	Thursday

September 10


	Applying what you know to chapter 1
	Chapter 1 in J & R
	In class worksheets

	Tuesday

September 15


	Exam #1
	
	

	Thursday

September 17


	What is science?
	Chapter 2 in J & R
	Quiz over chap 2

	Tuesday

September 22


	How to do “decompositions”
	
	In class worksheets

	Thursday

September 24


	Measurement
	Chapter 4 in J & R
	Quiz over chap 4

	Tuesday

September 29


	Exam #2
	
	

	Thursday

October 1


	Review exam #2

Exam #2 Retake
	
	Decomposition #1 due

	Tuesday

October 6


	Research Design
	Chapter 5 in J & R
	Quiz over chap 5

	Tuesday

October 6
7:00 – 9:00 PM

	Study Session: Starts with information from beginning of the class
	
	

	Thursday

October 8


	How to do a literature review
	Chapter 6 in J & R
	Quiz over chap 6

	Tuesday

October 13


	Univariate analysis
	Chapter 11 in J & R
	Quiz over chap 11

Decomposition #2 due


	Thursday

October 15


	Exam #3
	
	

	Tuesday

October 20


	How to do your research project
	Chapter 14 in J & R
	Quiz over chap 14

Decomposition #3 due

	Thursday

October 22


	Basic statistics: sampling
	Chapter 7 in J & R
	Quiz over chap 7

Have topic for your research project picked.  Tell me your Y and 3 Xs

	Tuesday

October 27
Tech Center 212

	How to use SPSS
	
	

	Thursday

October 29


	Elite interviews and survey research
Change to syllabus: doing bivariate analysis instead
	Chapter 10 in J & R
	Quiz over chap 10


	Tuesday

November 3


	Bivariate analysis
	Chapter 12 in J & R

Jones appendix, chaps 1 & 3
	Quiz over chap 12 and Jones

Paper with what you’ve done to locate your data

	Thursday

November 5


	Exam #4
	
	

	Tuesday

November 10


	Multivariate analysis
	Chapter 13 in J & R
	Quiz over chap 13

	November 12
Tech Center 212

	How to use SPSS #2
	Jones, chaps 6 & 8
	Quiz over Jones 6 & 8

Show evidence in class that you’ve started collecting your data

	Tuesday

November 17

Tech Center 212

	How to use SPSS #3
	Jones, chap 9
	Quiz over Jones chap 9

Decomposition #4 due

	Thursday

November 19


	Exam #5
	
	

	Tuesday

November 24
Tech Center 212

	In class help with your data projects
	
	Show evidence in class that you’re well along in collecting your data

	Thursday

November 26


	No class: Thanksgiving break
	
	

	Tuesday

December 1
Tech Center 212

	In class help with your data projects
	
	Submit your completed dataset, codebook, and regression output by this time via the digital dropbox

	Thursday

December 3
Tech Center 212

	In class help with your data projects
	
	

	December 6, Sunday

	
	
	Submit rough draft of your paper on this date via the digital dropbox

	Tuesday

December 8


	Students present research projects
	
	

	Thursday

December 10


	Students present research projects
	
	

	December 12, Saturday
	
	
	Completed research projects due via the DigitalDropbox

	Tuesday December 15th 1:00 PM
	No exam during our scheduled final exam
	
	


Grading

Your final grade will be determined by the following work.  Unless noted otherwise, all grades written on quizzes, tests, papers, etc. will be percentage grades (i.e., out of 100).  

1. Quizzes (15% of grade): Since it is very important that you do the reading for this class, I’ve kept the load as light.  I will drop your lowest quiz grade of the semester.  Quizzes can only be made up with an excused absence, and must be taken on the first day back after the excused absence.  Makeup quizzes will be essay in format, and will be hard.  Students who come in late will not be allowed to take the quiz after other students have handed their quiz in.  Readings are also posted on Blackboard.
2. In class writing (10% of grade): there will be in class writing almost every day.  
3. Homework assignments (15% of grade) to be assigned as the semester progresses.  These will include four “decomposition” papers which will be explained in depth later.  
4. Five exams (35% of grade, 7% each): these will be short answer and essay format.  The exams will be cumulative.  You can only make up a missed midterm or final with an excused absence.  Makeup tests will be essay format, and very difficult.  

5. Final project: 25% of grade.  This final project will involve finding data, conducting a statistical analysis of it in SPSS, and writing up what you found.  You can come up with any project you want, but I will have to approve of it.  All students must have a different topic from each other.  
The presentation you give of your final project will be part of your final project’s grade.  


Addition to syllabus: for every day late your final project is, it will lose five percentage points.  For each step along the way, for every day those are late, you will lose one percentage point from your final project grade.  
6. Attendance: students missing five or more classes will receive a grade of “F” in the class.  
Addition to syllabus: late policy.  For every day late an assignment is, it will lose five percentage points.  
I use standard break points for determining grades.

	Percent

Grade
	Percent

Grade
	Percent

Grade
	Percent

Grade

	97-100                  A+
	87-90                   B+
	77-80                   C+
	67-70                   D+

	93-97

A
	83-87

B
	73-77

C
	63-67

D

	90-93

A-
	80-83

B-
	70-73

C-
	60-63

D-

	
	
	
	below 60              F


Requests for a grade change must be submitted in writing.  No discussion of changing a grade will be allowed before a full description in writing of the student’s concern has been submitted.  This request for a re-grade must be submitted in the body of an e-mail.  In addition, you must give me any materials pertaining to the re-grade before I will start to reconsider your grade.  All materials pertaining to the re-grade (i.e. your written statement and the material to be re-graded) must be received by me within one day of my handing the material back to the class.  The more specific your description of your concerns, the higher the chance your grade will be changed.  A simple statement that you do not think your grade is fair will not result in a higher grade.  
Maximizing Learning & Respect for Other People
I expect students to do all the readings due for a class and to read them carefully.  I advise you to take notes over the readings so you understand the main points.

Please feel free to talk to me about the content of the class whenever you see me outside of class. E-mail is an excellent way to communicate with me.  If you feel shy about asking questions in class or making suggestions, feel free to e-mail me or talk with me after class.  

Respect for other people, by not interrupting them, listening carefully to them, and acknowledging their ideas by responding to them is expected.  Under no circumstances are students to belittle the ideas of other people although you are encouraged to disagree.  

Cheating and Plagiarism

Cheating on tests includes (but may not be limited to) copying answers from another student, supplying answers to another student, obtaining unauthorized copies of the exam, and so forth.  Plagiarism is the representation of someone else’s work as your own.  One should use quotation marks and citations when quoting from another source.  One should also use citations when using another’s ideas, even if you do not use their words.  Cheating and plagiarism in this class will be punished to the maximum extent possible.  I electronically archive all papers students turn in, and use the software “TurnItIn” to detect plagiarism.  

Disability Accommodations


Go to the link http://www.indstate.edu/humres/affactdiversity/ADA_Final_Policy.htm for the University’s disability policy.  

INSTRUCTIONS FOR FINAL PROJECT

READ THESE INSTRUCTIONS CLOSELY, SEVERAL TIMES.

You are to find data and do a multiple regression analysis of it, using SPSS.  

You should have one dependent variable (Y), and three independent variables (Xs).  You should have at least 30 cases.  

All of your Xs should be measured at either the same time as your Y, or earlier.  

Your Y should be continuous, and not nominal or ordinal (unless at least five categories for your ordinal variable, then we can pretend it’s continuous for the purposes of the analysis).  

You don’t have to have an original project (it can have been done by other researchers).  

You may not do a project that someone else in the class is doing.  Clear your projects with me in advance.  You may help each other on your projects, but please don’t do a fellow student’s entire project for them.  

You aren’t required to hand enter your variables.  If you can find them in the form of an Excel spreadsheet, and you want to copy and paste them into your dataset, no problem.  

FILES TO BE HANDED IN FOR PROJECT

You will hand in four files to me for your final project.  You will e-mail me these four files in ONE e-mail.  Do not hand in hardcopies.  

The four files are as follows:

1) An SPSS dataset that you create.


If you needed to use other Excel files to create variables that you later moved into your final Excel file, you need to hand those in also.  

2) A codebook describing this dataset and your data sources.


Each variable (i.e., every single column in your file) should have a name in your codebook, and be listed in the order that they appear in your dataset.  These variable names should be put off on the left side of the page, followed by a hard return.  On the next line(s), describe exactly what the variable is.  What do I mean by “describe exactly what the variable is”?  Say how it was coded, whether it was a percentage, in dollars, in thousands of dollars, or if it was a coding system, what each number represents.  Say what a unit in the variable represents.  After describing this, make another hard return, and type “Source:” and cite the source from which you got the data.  


Note: some of the information you put into your codebook will also appear in your paper.  That’s okay.  

3) The output from your analyses.  

4) A paper describing your project.  

FORM OF PAPER

Your paper should have the following five sections.  It will probably end up being about five single spaced pages, there is no minimum or maximum requirement for the paper.  

1) Introduction

2) Theory / literature review


You should explain why you expect to see the relationship between each X and Y.  You should cite at least three academic studies that support your ideas (although you don’t need a study for each X necessarily).  


Cite these sources in the text, and then create a bibliography at the end of the paper as you would for any paper assignment.  You can use any citation style you choose, the main things is that I should be able to look up the citation.  


How involved should this literature review be?  It need not be that involved.  The main purpose of this component of the assignment is to demonstrate that you know what the role of a literature review should be in such a paper, and not to do an extensive literature review on your topic.   

3) Research design


You should say the following things here.


A) Exactly what your hypotheses are


B) Exactly how you measured your variables.


C) Where you got your data from.  


D) What type of research design you used (time series, cross-section, both a time series and a cross-section, or an experiment), and what the unit of analysis is in your study.  


Note: some of the information you put into your codebook will also appear in your paper.  That’s okay.  

4) Findings


You should say the following things here.


A) Create a table as I have shown you how to do.


B) Talk about the impact of each X on your Y, by looking at the unstandardized coefficient in your output.  


C) Talk about whether the relationship between each X and Y are observed by chance or not.  You do this by looking at the p-value reported on your table.  

5) Conclusion

ADVICE

For the purposes of this project (but not in general!) you should start by finding some easily available data, and then think about how to create a theory that would make sense.  Your theory should posit that each X causes the Y, and you should explain why you think so.  

You would probably be best off getting your data into Excel first, then moving it to SPSS when you’re ready to do your analysis.

Make sure your data cells only have numbers in them.  Other entries (i.e., letters) will mess up your data when you move it into SPSS.  

You may have to sometimes enter more variables than your final four (i.e., three Xs and one Y).  For example, to get the percent of a state that is Latino, you might have to enter the total number of Latinos in a state, and also the total population of the state, and then divide (this isn’t the best example, because “% Latinos” is readily available).  

For your table, you don’t have to be extremely specific in labeling your independent variables in the table.  You can explain in depth what your independent variables are in the text.  

The following table shows you the results from a multivariate regression.  It is an example of how you should do the table for your paper.  Note that you don’t have to be extremely specific in labeling your independent variables in the table.  You can explain in depth what your independent variables are in the text.  Copy and paste the key to this table exactly.  Don’t forget to put stars by the independent variables that were statistically significant.  For example, the star by the number “.085” means that “% union” is statistically significant.  The fact “-.002” doesn’t have a star next to it means that “% urban” is not statistically significant.  

Table 1: Determinants of State Average Hourly Earnings, 1979

	Independent Variable
	Results

	% Union
	.085*

(.014)



	Per Capita GSP
	.095*

(.027)



	% Urban
	-.002

(.005)



	Constant
	3.670*

(.465)



	R-squared
	.58

	Standard Error of the Estimate
	.684

	N
	50


Note: Cell entries are unstandardized regression coefficients, followed by their standard errors in parentheses.  

* = p < .05

