
 

December 3, 2015 

Dear colleagues, 

As the semester winds down, the University is moving forward on a number of fronts including student 
success, strategic planning, major capital projects and building an open dialogue on how to create an 
environment of inclusive excellence. 

Last night, Indiana State is being recognized by the Indiana Commission for Higher Education as an 
inaugural recipient of the Champion Award recognizing an outstanding K-12 or postsecondary school, 
local community leader or community partner for its impact on the 21st Century Scholars Program. The 
21st Century Scholar Awards were created by the Commission to celebrate the 25th anniversary of this 
important scholarship program which has made it possible for thousands of Hoosiers to attend college 
tuition-free. Indiana State has the largest percentage of 21st Century Scholars of any campus in the state 
and has worked diligently to assist these students with reaching their educational goals. Congratulations 
to Joshua Powers, Jack Schroder, Brandon Hoskins, and Roberta Allen as well as University College, 
Financial Aid, Center for Community Engagement and the many 21st Century Scholars themselves. 

Our work to improve degree completion rates also continues. Christina Cantrell has specifically been 
working with the 2010 cohort to assist them with graduating by next August. This assistance has 
included checking in with students to ensure they have a plan in place to finish their degree in this 
timeframe and arranging for simple course substitutions and/or catalogue changes. She has also helped 
some students find the path that will best meet their needs while also ensuring they are able to 
graduate. In some instances, this involved changing their majors. Lastly, she has worked to track down 
students who are no longer enrolled, and more likely than not, no longer in the local community. She 
has helped many of them enroll in the final classes needed to graduate and/or determine an alternative 
path to a degree. Christina has indicated that the colleges and departments across campus have been 
provided tremendous assistance with this work. Discussions on how to continue to provide this extra 
level of assistance for other cohorts are currently underway. 

The Strategic Planning Key Question Committees have filed their November 2015 preliminary progress 
reports which are available for review at: http://irt2.indstate.edu/cms/sp16/. The reports are organized 
by the four areas of emphasis: Student Success, Employee Success, Distinctiveness, and Resource and 
Efficiency. I encourage you to review them and provide feedback to the Committee co-chairs. Your input 
will help inform their work as they prepare their final reports which are due in January. These reports 
will be discussed at the first town hall meeting which will take place on January 25 from 2 to 5 p.m. in 
HMSU Dede I. Everyone is encouraged to attend. Some of the committees also need your responses to a 
survey on issue related to employee retention, professional development and hiring processes. The 
survey is open until Friday, December 4th. To access it, please go to: 
https://indstate.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_7UlQ7Shf12rWwLz 

On the construction front, work continues on the renovation of Dede Plaza and Blumberg Hall. Progress 
also continues with the efforts to renovate and expand the Hulman Civic Center.  You may have recently 
heard that the Vigo County Council unanimously supported a request from the County Commissioners 
for $400,000 to go toward the costs of the project’s design work. The Terre Haute Convention and 
Visitors’ Bureau board also voted to pledge $200,000 toward the design phase, and Mayor Duke Bennett 
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has maintained his commitment to it as well.  I am grateful to our local partners for taking this important 
next step which will give us a better understanding of the design and cost of the project. The University 
and our partners will be meeting again soon to discuss next steps. 

The schematic design for the $64 million renovation and expansion of the Health and Human Services 
Building has been approved, and the architects are now in the construction development phase. The 
plan is to be ready to seek state approval for the project in the spring and to be in a bid-ready position 
by early summer. 

I have been meeting with various groups to garner input on ways the University can build an 
environment of inclusive excellence for all. On Monday, Provost Licari and I met with the Diversity 
Council to discuss the best structure for this group and how the Council’s role will vary from the advisory 
board being formed for the new Multicultural Programs and Services area in Student Affairs. There was 
agreement that the affinity groups should have representation on the Council. It was also agreed that 
the affinity group and college-level representatives should help facilitate two-way communication 
between the Council and these groups and/or units. New handbook language on the makeup of the 
Diversity Council will be drafted in the coming weeks and shared with the governance units and campus 
for additional feedback. 

I have also been meeting with affinity groups, both formal and informal, and other faculty, staff and 
student groups interested in advancing diversity initiatives on our campus. These meetings continue 
through next week. I appreciate the ideas and feedback these groups are providing. 

Commencement is nearly here, and I am looking forward to celebrating our students’ success in 
achieving this important goal. Our alumni speaker will be Cheryl Roberson, a 1990 graduate of the Scott 
College of Business with a bachelor’s degree in business administration. Cheryl is a rising executive with 
Rolls-Royce, the world’s second largest aircraft engine manufacturer. A resident of Mooresville, she also 
serves on the College of Technology Advisory Board and has worked to connect more Indiana State 
students and graduates to opportunities at Rolls-Royce. 

Martha Reed has been selected to give the student address. An active member of our campus 
community, Martha will recount her journey to graduation which began in 1979, and the people who 
inspired her along the way. On December 12th, she will achieve the milestone she has worked on – on 
and off – over the years. She plans to continue her education by pursuing a master’s degree in student 
affairs and higher education. Congratulations, Martha and Cheryl! 

The ceremony will take place at noon on December 12 at Hulman Center with the processional 
beginning at 11:45 a.m. It will be streamed live at: www.indstate.edu. 

Before heading out for Winter Recess, I would like to ask everyone to consider making an end-of-the-
year pledge to United Way. The campus is falling short of last year’s campaign in both dollars and 
number of donors and needs to raise around $20,000 to meet this year’s goal. Your support of United 
Way will provide vital services to residents throughout the Wabash Valley, including many of our own 
employees and students and their families. Pledges can be paid in cash, by credit card or through payroll 
deduction. The pledge form is available at: 
http://www.indstate.edu/sites/default/files/media/Documents/PDF/United%20Way%20Pledge%20For
m_0.pdf. 
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Other items I would like to share: 

 A recent visit by a Saudi delegation has resulted in significant support for our international 
education and community engagement programs. Musaed Alzouyhra, a goodwill ambassador to 
the United Nations who is active in real estate and service in Saudi Arabia, pledged $200,000 to 
support these efforts. Saudi businessmen Abdullah Dokhan and Haxim Allihyan also pledged 
$10,000 each. Musaed was recognized at a campus-wide dinner for his commitment to 
international education. We are deeply grateful for their support. 

 Campus feedback is requested on a proposed interim university-wide student grievance policy. 
The draft interim policy and interim procedures are available for review at: 
http://www.indstate.edu/administration/ogc/proposed-policies. Input on the interim policy 
should be submitted through this site by 4 p.m. Friday, December 4th. If you have any difficultly 
accessing the link for comments, you may email them to ISU-GeneralCounsel@mail.indstate.edu. 
A permanent policy will be presented to the Board of Trustees in May 2016 after the shared 
governance units have had the opportunity to provide more complete comments and propose 
modifications.  

 Wednesday’s Women of ISU event once again provided a bountiful supply of gifts to brighten the 
holidays for women in need who are being served by the Council on Domestic Abuse, Bethany 
House, the Mental Health America of Vigo County, Next Step, Salvation Army and Families By 
Choice. Thanks to everyone who participated. 

 On Tuesday, the Sesquicentennial Committee helped the campus celebrate ISU’s 150th birthday 
by serving birthday cake in the Commons to approximately 500 people. December 20th is the 
actual date the legislation establishing a Normal School was approved, but the Committee chose 
to celebrate a bit earlier so that our students could participate. I think it may become an annual 
tradition. 

 The deadline for the first round of Sesquicentennial grants is Thursday, December 10.  Grants 
ranging from $300 to $2,500 are available on a competitive basis to support programs and events 
that have a connection to the Sesquicentennial Celebration and take place during the 2016 
calendar year. This grant program will run each year through the end of 2019. To apply, go to: 
https://indstate.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_9Nv3Gd1Oc1Q5qkJ. 

 In recognition of the university’s Ryves Neighborhood partnership, the Center for Community 
Engagement is requesting that offices consider donating to the Ryves Youth Center Holiday 
Program in place of or in addition to any regular holiday gift exchanges. About 250 youth attend 
the holiday celebration and for some, this program provides the only gifts they receive. The 
center especially needs gifts for youth ages 10 to 16. Suggested items include sports equipment, 
fishing gear, make-up kits, prepaid cell phones, DVD players, basic mp3 players, digital cameras, 
and books. Gifts should not be wrapped. Gifts can be delivered to the Center for Community 
Engagement, Tirey Hall 136A by Friday, December 18.  

 “Project Runway” alumna Helen Castillo will serve as mistress of ceremonies for this year’s 
fashion show presented by ISU’s textiles, apparel and merchandising students. Helen has 
donated one of her designs as a raffle prize for the event which serves as a fundraiser for student 
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scholarships. The show will take place at 7 p.m. on December 4th in the University Hall Theater. A 
reception will precede the show beginning at 6 p.m. Tickets are $15 or $5 for Indiana State 
students. More information is available at 812-237-8243 or www.isufashionshow2015.com. 

 The ISU Staff Council is hosting a food drive for the United Campus Ministries’ Student Food 
Bank. They are collecting non-perishable single serve items, microwavable foods and toiletries 
through December 15th. Items may be dropped off to Jamie Hays, Stalker Hall 200D; Patti Bolton, 
located in the former University Club building; Tracy McDaniel, Science 281; Rhonda Beecroft, 
University Hall 211G; and Audre Brickey, Tirey Hall 184. Thank you for supporting this food bank 
which serves our students in need. 

 Indiana State’s Community School of the Arts has announced its Spring 2016 programs featuring 
a variety of visual art, music and outreach programs for youth and adults. The School is hosting 
an open house on Thursday from 5 to 6:30 p.m. at the Turman Art Gallery in the Fine Arts 
Building. Artwork created by participates in the adult ceramics program and children in the 
S.T.E.A.M. visual art class will be on display. For more information, go to: 
http://unboundedpossibilities.com/csa.  

Good luck with the remainder of the semester. Cheri and I would like to wish everyone a wonderful 
holiday season and a healthy, happy, and productive new year. 

Sincerely, 

Daniel J. Bradley 
President 
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