
October 22, 2015 

 

Dear colleagues, 

Another successful Homecoming has been planned and executed by hundreds of individuals across campus and 
enjoyed by thousands of alumni, students, faculty, staff, and community members. Nobody does Homecoming 
better! 

The student events were more popular than ever with droves of students attending the Torchlight Parade, 
Sycamore Sync, Trike Race, and late-night dance as well as the Homecoming activities which attract a broader 
audience including the parade, tent city and the football game. 

Thursday night’s fundraising gala was a sell-out and raised more than $200,000 to create an endowment for need-
based scholarships. The gala was an elegant kickoff to our four-plus year Sesquicentennial Celebration. Professor 
Emeritus Gene England did a wonderful performance as President William Wood Parsons and certainly shares 
“Daddy” Parsons’ passion for our university.  

During the program, the University recognized the Gayle and Bill Cook Foundation for donating $1,000,000 to the 
Sesquicentennial Capital Improvement Fund. The donation expanded the Normal Hall renovation beyond the 
state-funded project and also will support improvements to other historic structures on our campus. Gayle Cook, 
and her son, Carl, were on hand for the announcement. Gayle was visibly moved when Cheri presented her with a 
specially designed pendant made of gold and glass from the original Normal Hall dome. Local jeweler Niles 
Newton crafted the one-of-a-kind piece. The dinner program can be viewed at: https://youtu.be/cIGOIQEC398. 

That portion of the evening concluded with a video featuring the Normal Hall renovation and a time-lapse view of 
the dome being assembled which was compiled by Tony Campbell. It is available at: 
https://youtu.be/LQs624AJ0vc. 

The culmination of the evening, however, was the lighting of the Normal Hall dome which followed the premiere 
of the Sesquicentennial Fanfare magnificently performed by the Faculty Brass Quintet made up of Glen Dimick, 
Brian Kilp, Eddie Ludema, Randy Mitchell, and Blake Reynolds. The fanfare was followed by ISU’s Concert Choir, 
under the direction of Scott Buchanan. The choir’s beautiful rendition of the alma mater brought tears to the eyes 
of many as the dome was illuminated. It was a spectacular close to a great event. A video is available at: 
https://youtu.be/a0r8jLINlW0. 

I would like to thank Jack Maynard and Teresa Exline for co-chairing the Sesquicentennial Celebration Committee 
and emceeing the gala. I would also like to thank everyone who is serving on this committee and its various 
subcommittees, especially Teddy Lenderman and the Major Events Subcommittee. 

On Friday morning, a formal rededication of Normal Hall took place in front of a standing-room only crowd. Josh 
Powers emceed this event in which I was pleased to participate along with SGA President Vernon Cheeks and 
Linda Maule. Linda gave a passionate speech that tied one of the phrases on the dome, “Education shall be 
forever encouraged,” to our mission of transforming students’ lives through a high-quality Indiana State University 
education. The phrase comes from the Ordinance of 1787 also known as the Northwest Ordinance. 

Friday night’s Distinguished Alumni Award reception featured one of the most distinguished groups of award 
recipients I have seen -- Sam Dixon, Ava Gore, the late Frances Kepner, and Jerry Reel. These individuals possess 
the characteristics we want to instill in our students including: 

– Being an advocate for impactful change; 
– Blazing a trail for others; 
– Possessing a strong work ethic; 
– Overcoming adversity; 
– Being innovative, and 
– Changing the world. 
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It was an honor to recognize these individuals for all they have achieved and for the distinction they have brought 
upon their alma mater. 

Saturday’s events included a packed parade featuring bands, floats, politicians, dance groups, local organizations, 
businesses, and novelty entrants such as Baesler’s huge motorized shopping cart. Tent City drew tremendous 
crowds again this year. An abundance of food, t-shirts, and promotional items disappeared quickly as alumni, 
students, faculty, staff, and friends enjoyed the many activities.  

John Murray is celebrating his three-peat victory in the Provost’s Spirit Contest among the various colleges. Mike 
Licari said he knew who the winner was when his teenaged son pulled out his phone to record some of the “cool” 
exhibits to share with his friends. The College of Arts and Sciences always does a great job, and the other Colleges 
also had fun and interesting activities. Sesquicentennial activities continued with Cinda May, Katie Sutrina-Haney, 
and ISU student Cassidy Crawford collecting dozens of mini oral histories from alumni, faculty, staff, and students 
about their favorite memories of Indiana State. 

A 39-36 Sycamore victory over Southern Illinois capped off a glorious Homecoming week. I have asked Coach 
Sanford to avoid making my heart race quite so much by sealing the victory a bit earlier if possible. The team is 
now ranked 18th in the STATS FCS Top 25 poll and deserves your support.  

Thanks to both the Student Homecoming Committee and the University Homecoming Committee for their hard 
work in pulling off another great Homecoming experience. 

Our Sesquicentennial Celebration will continue on November 6th with an event recognizing Indiana State 
University's normal school roots and the beginning of teaching as a profession in Indiana with our founding in 
1865. The Bayh College of Education's "A Legacy in Education: State Celebrates 150 Years" will begin with a 5 
p.m. reception in the University Hall Atrium followed by a program at 7 p.m. in University Hall Theater.  

Suellen Reed, Indiana's first female and longest-serving superintendent of public instruction, will receive the first 
Leaders and Legends in Education Award recognizing an individual who has made a major impact on education in 
Indiana. Reed, who was selected by the Bayh College's 13-member sesquicentennial planning committee, served 
as state superintendent of public instruction from 1993-2009. She played a fundamental role in major Indiana 
educational reform initiatives, including academic standards outlining clear and rigorous expectations for K-12 
schools and the state accountability system to ensure continued improvement of Hoosier students and schools. 

The celebration also will include a keynote address by Stacey Bess, whose memoir “Nobody Don't Love Nobody” 
inspired the Hallmark Hall of Fame movie, "Beyond the Blackboard." A graduate of the University of Utah in 
elementary education, Stacey is a recipient of the National Jefferson Award for Greatest Public Service. For more 
information on the event and to RSVP for the reception, go to http://www.indstate.edu/education/150. The event 
is in conjunction with Sycamore Educators Day on November 7th. 

All units are encouraged to plan Sesquicentennial events of their own, and the Sesquicentennial Celebration 
Committee has mini-grants ranging from $300 to $2,500 in funding available on a competitive basis. The grants 
will be provided for each calendar year from 2016 through the end of 2019. The deadline for the 2016 grants is 
December 10. To apply go to: https://indstate.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_9Nv3Gd1Oc1Q5qkJ. 

In other matters, concern has been expressed recently about my commitment and that of the Trustees and 
campus as a whole to diversity and in particular to the success of our students of color and to increasing the 
number of African American faculty and staff to better reflect our student body.  Let me assure everyone that the 
same resolve and energy on the part of many that has increased our enrollment, increased our persistence rates 
and increased the number of African American and Hispanic faculty over the past seven years will continue to 
move us forward.  I would like to say it will be easy and fast but neither are likely to be true. The struggles of our 
first-generation students are many facetted, and we will need to address all of them to continue to make 
progress.  I ask everyone as we develop our new strategic plan to review our current goals, our successes and 
challenges and our strategies to help us to do more in the next few years. 

I am particularly excited with the potential of the changes announced within Student Affairs and Academic Affairs. 
The creation of the multicultural programs and services area and utilizing the entire seventh floor of Hulman 
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Memorial Student Union as a multicultural zone provides a visible and accessible location for this important work 
and will result in an increase in programming and services. I am also looking forward to the advances that will be 
led by Academic Affairs to improve recruitment and retention of minority faculty and staff and to provide 
professional development for all faculty and staff related to creating an environment of inclusive excellence. 
Elonda Ervin and Nolan Davis will bring new perspective and energy to their positions with success sure to follow.  

The new strategic plan will envision an ISU that is more diverse and more inclusive and outline how we plan to go 
from where we are to that better future. Each vice president will have accountability for advancing aspects of this 
goal as it impacts every division of the University. 

The planning process for the new strategic plan continues. The Key Question Committees are beginning their 
research to answer the questions they have been given which will help inform the setting of goals and 
benchmarks as well as the development of initiatives for the new plan. Everyone is encouraged to find a way to 
get involved. Please go to: http://irt2.indstate.edu/cms/sp16/ to review the key questions, committees and 
timeline for campus-wide forums, etc.  

Other items I would like to share: 

 Indiana State is the host of this year’s Diversity Research Symposium, “Community: Embracing All 
Identities,” which will showcase interdisciplinary research in multiple areas of diversity. The symposium 
will take place from 1 to 5 p.m. on Friday, October 23, and from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. on Saturday, October 24, 
in HMSU.  Rodney Patterson, president and CEO of The Learner’s Group, will provide the keynote address 
at 1 p.m. Friday. He will discuss his book, “Trumping the Race Card: A National Agenda – Moving Beyond 
Race and Racism.” The conference will also feature 25 different sessions from faculty, staff, and students 
from several colleges and universities. For more information go to: 
https://www2.indstate.edu/diversity/DRS.php. Congratulations to Elonda Ervin and her committee for 
organizing this event. 

 Indiana State University, in collaboration with the CANDLES Holocaust Museum and Education Center, is 
sponsoring a week of lectures, music, dramatic performances, exhibits and films during "Night of Broken 
Glass: Remembering the Holocaust," Nov. 9-14. Nearly 80 years ago -- on Nov. 9-10, 1938 -- Nazis in 
Germany and Austria torched synagogues, vandalized Jewish homes, schools and businesses and killed 
nearly 100 Jews. These violent events, called Kristallnacht or "Night of Broken Glass," ended with nearly 
30,000 Jewish men arrested and sent to Nazi concentration camps. While German Jews had been 
subjected to repressive policies since 1933 when Nazi Party leader Adolf Hitler became chancellor of 
Germany, until Kristallnacht, these Nazi policies had been primarily nonviolent. After Kristallnacht, 
however, conditions grew increasingly worse. The events are seen as a turning point in Nazi Germany's 
persecution of Jews, which culminated in the attempt to annihilate all of Europe's Jews. Brad Venable was 
inspired to organize the series of events after playing Jan Karski in Arthur Feinsod’s play “Coming to See 
Aunt Sophie.” While touring with the play in Poland, Brad realized his knowledge of the Holocaust was 
limited. Working with CANDLES, colleagues throughout Indiana State, and other community partners, 
Brad has built a powerful week of programs. For a complete list of events, go to: www.indstate.edu/night. 

 Congratulations to Amanda Knerr, Jessica Robinson, and others in Residential Life for hosting the national 
Residential Curriculum Institute in Indianapolis on Oct. 18-21. More than 200 attendees from 80 
institutions attended to learn from ISU and others how to build an intentional learning curriculum in the 
residence halls in support of the academic mission of the institution. This was a record attendance for this 
program sponsored by College Student Educators International. 

 The Ebony Majestic Choir will host its annual fall concert at 6 p.m. Saturday, October 24, in the University 
Hall Theater. Admission is free. Canned food items are being accepted to donate to the community. 

 There is still time to make your contribution to United Way of the Wabash Valley. United Way agencies 
provide crucial services to many individuals in need. Please consider making a contribution of $18.65 in 
support of Indiana State’s Sesquicentennial. The pledge form is available at: 
https://www.indstate.edu/sites/default/files/media/Documents/PDF/United%20Way%20Pledge%20Form
_0.pdf. 
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 Professor William Wilhelm has been invited to return to Chiang Mai University (CMU), Thailand, as 
visiting professor to consult with the CMU Faculty of Business Administration on research investigating 
ethical decision making in business and the public sector, and how to integrate ethical decision making 
education into the CMU business curriculum. Last fall semester while on sabbatical in Chiang Mai as 
visiting scholar at the CMU Faculty of Political Science and Public Administration, Wilhelm conducted 
research with his Thai colleague, Panom Gunawong, investigating cultural effects on moral judgment in 
Thailand and the United States.  The research was recognized at the recent Association for Research in 
Business Education conference in Chicago with the 2014 Outstanding Independent Research award, and 
their manuscript, “Cultural Dimensions and Moral Reasoning:  A Comparative Study,” will appear in the 
International Journal of Sociology and Social Policy (vol. 36, Issue 5/6) in early 2016. 

 Indiana’s Million Women Mentors team was recently recognized at the organization’s first summit in 
Washington, D.C. Indiana's delegation joined that from Tennessee in receiving State Steering Committee 
awards for their efforts to partner mentors with women in the science, technology, engineering and 
mathematics fields. Bev Bitzegaio from the College of Technology and Mary McGuire, an Indiana State 
technology alumna and member of the ISU Foundation Board, serve as co-chairs of the Indiana 
committee. Indiana Lt. Gov. Sue Ellsperman, honorary chair of the state's steering committee, joined her 
counterparts from Tennessee and Iowa in receiving State Honorary Chair Awards at the summit. 
Congratulations! 

 Lynn Maurer is one of nine participants from around the world who have been selected to participate in 
an eight-month international professional development program for chief research officers offered by 
three international organizations of research administrators. The Directors of Research International 
Leadership Program will consist of three international conferences and monthly webinars. 

 Peter Noone and the legendary Sixties pop band Herman’s Hermits will perform at Indiana State at 7:30 
p.m. October 30 in Tilson Auditorium as part of the Performing Arts Series. The group is known for such 
classic hits as “I’m Into Something Good,” “I’m Henry VIII, I Am”, and “There’s A Kind of Hush.” Ultimately, 
Herman’s Hermits sold over sixty million recordings. In all, fourteen singles and seven albums went gold. 
To purchase tickets, contact the Hulman Center Ticket Office at (812) 237-3737. 

 Nine of the inaugural class of “12 Under 40” honorees are graduates of Indiana State University, including 
ISU’s own Santhana Naidu. The 12 will be recognized for their service to the community by the Terre 
Haute Chamber of Commerce and the Terre Haute Tribune-Star during a breakfast program on November 
10 in the Sycamore Banquet Center. Other ISU graduates being recognized are: Brandon Halleck, Kara 
Kish, Rachel Leslie, John Newport, Stephanie Pence, Jon Scherle, Susan Turner, and James Twitchell. 
Congratulations to these alums who are making a difference in our community. 

Have a great weekend. 

Sincerely, 

Daniel J. Bradley 
President 

 


