
October 27, 2016 
 
Dear colleagues, 
 
It has been a sad week for all Sycamores as Indiana State mourns the loss of Yiorgo Karnezis, a freshman 
from Munster who accidentally drowned during a fraternity event last weekend. Although only on our 
campus for a short time, it is clear that Yiorgo had developed a wide circle of friends, and his death has 
impacted many. Cheri and I extend our deepest sympathies and condolences to his family and friends.  
 
I would like to thank all of the ISU employees who have assisted our students in dealing with this tragic 
loss including Fraternity and Sorority Life, Student Affairs, the Student Counseling Center, Residential 
Life, Public Safety, and others. Your assistance and caring attitude is deeply appreciated. Counseling for 
students will continue to be provided by the Student Counseling Center. Arrangements have also been 
made to transport students and employees to the funeral services on Friday in Munster, and the 
InterFraternity Council has planned a candlelight vigil in Yiorgo’s memory at 8 p.m. Tuesday, November 
1, on the north side of Dede Plaza. 
 
In December, the Board of Trustees will be considering a change in the third-party administrator for our 
health benefits program, slight alterations to our benefits plan, and proposed rates for 2017.  During the 
past 12 months, the university has experienced a significant increase in medical claims and health 
benefits costs. Following an analysis by our health benefits consultant, the university is recommending a 
switch from CIGNA to Anthem as the administrator for our self-insured health benefits program. 
Through Anthem’s network, ISU employees will have access to a broad base of health-care providers at 
a significant discount. Under the new plan, hospitalization and outpatient surgeries will now fall under 
the umbrella of the deductible. 
 
The trustees will also be voting on 2017 Employee Rates for health benefits coverage. The standard rate 
increases will range from $21 per month ($10.50 per biweekly pay) for the employee only plan to $55 
per month ($27.50 per biweekly pay) for those on the employee and dependents plan. Subsidized rates 
for those whose household income falls below 200% of the federal poverty level will increase from $15 
to $37 per month ($7.50 to $18.50 per biweekly pay) depending upon the plan. The proposed rates are 
available at: http://www2.indstate.edu/humres/staff-benefits/docs/2017%20Health%20Rates.pdf.  
 
While these increases are not insignificant, they are lower than many organizations are facing. It is 
important that we continue working to keep our claims from increasing dramatically with wellness 
programs such as last week’s Wellness Bash. I am pleased that 91 percent of our employees have 
participated in this year’s wellness screenings and do not utilize tobacco. Preventative measures can go 
a long way toward keeping these costs under control. 
 
I would like to invite faculty, staff and students to participate in a new campus dialogue, “Let’s Talk 
About RACE – Real Authentic Conversations and Engagement.” The discussion features the opportunity 
to watch and discuss a powerful three-part PBS documentary, Race: The Power of Illusion, followed by 
an opportunity to partner with a student to make a campus contribution toward our efforts to create an 
environment of inclusive excellence. The three-part program will feature “The Difference Between Us” 
from 3:30 to 5:30 p.m. on Thursday, November 10; “The Story We Tell” from 3:30 to 5:30 p.m. on 
Tuesday, November 15; and “The House We Live In and Next Steps” from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. on Tuesday, 
January 31. All sessions will take place in Heritage Ballroom in Tirey Hall. This important dialogue is 
sponsored by the Student Government Association, the Divisions of Academic Affairs and Student Affairs 
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and the Office of the President. Please consider joining us and encouraging your students and colleagues 
to participate. For those who cannot attend all of the sessions, the documentary is available for free on 
Youtube. To register for the campus sessions (preferred but not required), go to: 
https://indstate.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_1FzoRi0BHdqFo8Z. 
 
On the personnel front, the dean’s search for the Bayh College of Education is underway with Brien 
Smith chairing the committee. Susan Powers will be leading the search for the dean of the College of 
Health and Human Services which is also getting underway. A search for the dean of the College of Arts 
and Sciences will begin after the first of the year. Also, Bob English has officially indicated that he will be 
retiring from his administrative role as dean of the College of Technology at the end of this fiscal year. 
Provost Mike Licari plans to name an interim dean for 2017-2018 and conduct a national search for this 
position during the coming academic year. 
 
Scott McGowan, Todd LaComba, and Greg Halls have joined the staff of the new Division of University 
Development as development officers. Scott, who will be in athletics development, comes to ISU from 
Lids Sports Group where he served as the director of business development for the Lids Clubhouse. He is 
the co-founder and CEO of the Aftersport Group and has worked in various roles in the corporate sector 
in addition to playing in the NFL for the Cincinnati Bengals and the Arena Football League for the 
Milwaukee Mustangs. He earned a bachelor’s from Indiana University. Todd, who will be the liaison to 
the Bayh College of Education, comes to ISU from the University of Findlay where he served as the 
director of annual giving. He has previously served in fundraising roles at DePauw University and Rose-
Hulman Institute of Technology and as an industrial engineer with Sony DADC. He has a bachelor’s 
degree in industrial engineering from Georgia Institute of Technology and a master’s in leadership 
development from Saint Mary-of-the-Woods College. Greg will put his experience working for 
Boehringer-Ingelheim Phamaceuticals and other health-care related companies and his background as 
an athletic trainer to help raise private support for the College of Health and Human Services. He has a 
bachelor’s in physical education and sports medicine from Montana State University and a master’s in 
athletic training from Indiana State.  
 
Other items I would like to share: 

 A new paved parking lot (Parking Lot I) located at Third and Tippecanoe streets on the former 
Sherwin-Williams site will be open for Faculty/Staff, Student or Remote parking permits 
beginning October 31. This lot will add 170 spaces to the University’s parking inventory. In 
addition, about 70 spaces will be opened the week of November 7 in a gravel lot located at the 
former Toney Petroleum site. This should help alleviate some of the parking congestion on the 
northwest corner of campus. 

 The Contemporary Music Festival is celebrating its 50th anniversary of bringing internationally 
acclaimed composers, performers, and speakers to Terre Haute. This year’s festival features the 
music of internationally acclaimed composer Libby Larsen, one of America’s most performed 
living composers and the creator of ISU’s Sesquicentennial Fanfare, and works by Indiana 
composer James Beckel, a nationally recognized composer and long-time principal trombonist 
with the Indianapolis Symphony Orchestra. Shattered Glass, a conductorless string ensemble, 
served as the guest chamber ensemble, and Clara Osowski was the festival’s guest vocalist. 
Tonight, the Indianapolis Chamber Orchestra, under the direction of Matthew Kraemer, will 
perform at 7:30 p.m. in Tilson Auditorium followed by a post-concert reception in Heritage 
Lounge. Sessions continue tomorrow with the ISU Faculty and Friends Chamber Recital, The 
Second, at 10:30 a.m. in the Landini Center for Performing and Fine Arts Recital Hall. The Music 
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Now Recital will take place at 3 p.m. in the Recital Hall, and the Final Showcase Concert featuring 
ISU students and faculty will be at 7:30 p.m. Friday in Tilson Auditorium. 

 Congratulations to Kelly Anthony, Rachel Keyes, Rhonda Beecroft, Pam Chamberlain, Theresa 
Ortega, and Cory Burger for receiving the ISU Staff Council Scholarship. 

 The Staff Council is collecting winter hats, gloves and scarves for children in need. Donation 
barrels will be available beginning November 1 in the Career Center, Stalker Hall, Cunningham 
Memorial Library, and Parsons Hall.  

 Students planning to participate in alternative breaks are selling specialty coffee and tea to raise 
money for their trips. Sales will continue through November 2. Contact 
Jennifer.christian@indstate.edu for more information. 

 Bus rides to the polls will be offered at the top of the hour from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. on November 
8. The driver will pick up students, faculty, and staff at the Welcome Center and take them to 
the polling station at the Vigo County Annex. Once they have voted, the driver will bring them 
back to campus. Encourage your students and colleagues to vote in this important election! 

 Indiana State has been awarded a Silver STARS (Sustainability Tracking, Assessment and Rating 
System) rating for its sustainability efforts and a Top Performer ranking in the water 
conservation section. Congrats to everyone who works to make ISU a greener campus. 

 The Incorporated Gathering, a group of African-American alumni, conducted its 2016 reunion 
last weekend with a series of events that included a reception honoring the late Edward K. 
Spann, a longtime professor of history at Indiana State and one of the first to teach African 
American history. During his 38-year career at Indiana State, Dr. Spann earned many accolades 
including the Theodore Dreiser Research and Creativity Award and being named Distinguished 
Professor of the College of Arts and Sciences. The reunion also included a dinner on Saturday 
night at the newly remodeled Charles E. Brown African American Cultural Center. Thanks to 
Crystal Reynolds and Chris Olsen for leading the committee which organized this reunion. 

 Congratulations to Debra Israel, Cindy Crowder, and Barbara Eversole for planning another 
successful Work-Life Integration Conference. The fifth annual conference featured a keynote 
address last night by Lonnie Golden, professor of economics at Penn State, on “Workplace 
Flexibility and Humanistic Resources: Benefits and Costs for Employees, Organizations and 
Society.” The two-day event also featured a number of program sessions on a wide range of 
topics and resource tables. 

 Flu shots are available for students, faculty, and staff at the Student Health Center from 8 a.m. 
to noon and 1 to 4 p.m. Monday through Friday. The shots are $25 for those without insurance 
and free for those who have insurance. 

 The 2nd Annual Graduate Fair conducted last week drew more than 200 prospective graduate 
students despite stormy weather. All of our graduate programs had representatives present. 
Thanks to Lynn Maurer, Shauna Lehman and the faculty and staff who helped make this 
happen. 

 Congratulations to the women’s soccer team for securing a spot in the Missouri Valley 
Conference tournament in Coach Julie Hanley’s first season at ISU. Go Sycamores! 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Daniel J. Bradley 
President 
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