
Be Rooted 
Staying Safe On Campus 

ST AYI N G SAF E I S  EVER YON E ’S  R ESPO N SI B IL IT Y.  T AKE O W NERSHI P  FO R  YO UR S  

Make a Move. Make a Call. Make a Difference.  
 

Report behavior that is suspicious, violates community standards, or puts the community at risk.  
Reporting does not make you a “tattle-tell,” “snitch,” or  “party pooper;” it makes you a positive 
contributing member to State who values the University’s mission.  
 
When reporting, provide as much information as possible; focus on the who, what, when, and 
where. Stay objective, remain calm, and  provide as much details about the persons involved as 
possible.  
 
Imagine the “what ifs,” not taking action can lead to. Protect your fellow Trees! 
 
Report to the University Police at 812/237-5555. 

Welcome to Indiana State University. College can be one of the most exciting, and yet scariest time of your life. 
College provides new opportunities and new experiences and it is important to know the difference between tak-
ing chances and taking  risks. Taking chances would be trying out the Group X classes at the Fitness Center, taking 
a pottery class, joining a fraternity or sorority, or applying to be a Resident Assistant. Taking a risk might include 
drinking, alcoholic beverages,  experimenting with illegal drugs or misusing prescription drugs, or leaving your in-
toxicated friend at a party because you are ready for bed. 
 
The difference between a chance and risk, is the end result.  Though taking a chance to try a Group X class or    
apply to be a Resident Assistant, may not  work out the way you imagined; you have the experience of trying 
something that was intended to better yourself. The outcome of taking a risk, could result in health hazards, loss 
of friendships, or getting in trouble with the University and local law enforcement.   
 
If you choose to take more risks than chances, be prepared for consequences. The University is committed to 
providing a safe campus atmosphere. In order to do that effectively and efficiently, we need your compliance and 
commitment to abiding by University policies.   
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“Although the ISU Police Department is staffed by 24 fully trained law enforcement profes-
sionals who patrol the campus 24 hours a day, crimes on campus still occur.  Ultimately indi-

viduals can do a great deal to insure their own safety while on campus”. Bill Mercier ISU Chief 

of Police 

1. The Element of Surprise: Make it difficult for  
someone to take you by surprise. Do not walk 
around wearing ear buds or being  distracted by 
your phone.  

2. Being Followed:  If you think you are being fol-
lowed, head toward crowds, lights, and buildings. 

3. Walking Around:  Do not walk around campus 
alone, especially after dark. Call the University 
Police for an escort or walk with trusted peers. 
Stay on populated, and well lit areas. 

4. Locate Emergency Equipment and Exits: Know 
where the emergency exits are located in your 
residence hall, classroom, and other buildings 
you visit.. The Blue Light Phone System provides a 
direct link to the Public Safety Department and to 
911 services. The "Push For Help" button should 
be used in emergency  situations. The "Info" 
button should be used for non-emergency situa-
tions, such as escort  requests, battery jump re-
quests, vehicle lock-outs, and to report minor in-
cidents. 
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5. Update Your Phone Contacts: Place       

important phone numbers into your phone; for 
example: University Police, Residence Hall,  
and local law enforcement.  For relatives who 
are emergency contacts, place ICE (In Case 
of Emergency) next to their name in your cell 
phone. 

6. Lock Your Doors:  Always lock your doors, 
whether you are  inside the suite hanging out, 
sleeping, or leaving  for just a few minutes to 
get your laundry.  

7. Keep It Private: Do not post personal infor-
mation providing your whereabouts on        
Facebook, Twitter, or your memo board.  

8. Know the Code: Knowing the Code of Stu-
dent Conduct, is imperative to contributing to 
the overall safety of the campus community. “I 
didn’t know,” will not be an acceptable excuse 
for violating campus policies. Hold yourself 
and your fellow Trees for following the Code 
of Student Conduct.  

SCI Partner Spotlight August 2013 
Indiana State University maintains a 24-hour Public Safety operation located at 210 N. 6th Street    
between Erickson and Pickerel Halls. The Public Safety Department has 25 full-time police               
officers.  Police Officers employed by the Public Safety Department exercise full police authority and 
enforce federal and state laws, as well as  ISU policies.  Officers also have the authority to arrest on 

any property owned, leased, or used by the University. In addition, through a special agreement with the Vigo 
County Sheriff, officers exercise authority throughout Vigo County.  The Public Safety Department maintains a 
strong working relationship with other university police agencies and local, state, and federal law enforcement 
agencies.     
 
For information on the  services offered by  Public Safety, visits: http://www.indstate.edu/pubsafety/
services.htm   
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