
Sycamore Career Ready Certificate 
Frequently Asked Questions 
 

Below are some of the most common questions about ISU Career Center’s Sycamore Career Ready 

Certificate. If you have additional questions not addressed in this document or in our overview, please 

feel free to contact us at (812) 237-5000; isu-career-center@mail.indstate.edu 

Why is completing the Sycamore Career Ready Certificate of benefit to me? 
Employers who recruit college graduates consistently tell us they are looking for students who possess 
professionalism and maturity, as well as a realistic understanding of workplace expectations and of their 
own professional goals.  This certificate will show employers your commitment to your professional 
development and will prepare you to be competitive in the job market. 
 
When should I begin the Sycamore Career Ready Certificate? 
In order to complete the items in the certificate program, and get the greatest outcome from the 
experience, students must commit to the certificate program by their sophomore year. All items must 
be completed prior to graduation. 
 
Who can participate? 
While any student can enroll, it’s intended for the student who wants recognition for and commits to 
going the extra mile with career preparation. You are likely already completing many of the 
requirements – why not commit to the fullest career preparation you can achieve and get public 
recognition for it? 
 
Can I put this on my resume and co-curricular record? 
Yes! Student who complete the certificate program should highlight this accomplishment on their 
resumes and be prepared to talk about the benefits of the program in interviews.  The certificate 
achievement will also be noted on your co-curricular record.  
 
How do I register for the Sycamore Career Ready Certificate program? 
You can register for the program by going to 
http://www.indstate.edu/carcen/students/careerReady.aspx and filling out the registration form.  A 
career advisor will be in touch to complete your profile and send you the necessary information.   
 
How long does it take to complete the Sycamore Career Ready Certificate? 
The certificate program is designed to be self-paced. A student can complete all of the items within 2 
years, but we recommend you start early and spread out your career planning over the course of your 4 
years at ISU.  All items need to be completed before your graduation date. 
 
Is there a penalty for not completing the program? 
While there is no penalty for not completing the certificate, please contact us if you decide you no 
longer wish to be involved.  We periodically send out emails specifically to Sycamore Career Ready 
registrants about upcoming events and program details and will keep you on our listserv unless we hear 
from you otherwise. 
 
I completed an activity prior to registering for the Sycamore Career Ready program that would have 
counted toward completion. Can I get credit?  
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In some cases, particularly with ISU Career Center activities and events, a record of your 
participation/attendance may have been maintained and can be used for verification.  You will need to 
provide proof of participation of any event previously completed that was not sponsored by the ISU 
Career Center.  Your assigned career advisor will review previously completed activities and proof of 
attendance and will make the final decision about receiving “credit.” 
 
I am attending an activity that is not on the Certificate menu but is relevant to my career 
development. Can I get credit? 
If you can provide verification of your participation and it is relevant to a career exploration or job 
search activity, you may be able to receive credit.  Contact your career advisor for approval prior to 
attending the event .  The Career Center has final approval of all activities to be considered for 
certificate inclusion. 
 
Can you guarantee I will find work if I complete the certificate? 
Of course not. But this preparation will greatly increase your job search skills, confidence, and 
interaction with potential employers, which will likely increase your chances of finding work you love.  
The Career Center commits to working with you until you find satisfying employment. 
 
I am a faculty/staff member at ISU and sponsor a program I would like included as an activity to 
support the Sycamore Career Ready Certificate. How can I include it? 
We invite faculty and staff to submit potential programs and events to the Career Center for 
consideration. Programs, events, or activities must have a clear connection to career development.  The 
career advisors will evaluate all requests and confirm inclusion. 


