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MERLOT: Fostering  

Innovative  

Teaching Strategies  

MERLOT is a free and 
open online community 
of resources designed pri-
marily for faculty and stu-
dents of higher education 
from around the world to 
share their learning mate-
rials and pedagogy.   
MERLOT is a leading 
edge, user-centered, col-
lection of peer reviewed 
higher education, online 
learning materials, cata-
logued by registered 
members and a set of fac-
ulty development support 
services. MERLOT's stra-
tegic goal is to improve 
the effectiveness of 
teaching and learning by 
increasing the quantity 
and quality of peer re-
viewed online learning 
materials that can be eas-
ily incorporated into fac-
ulty designed courses. In 
addition, professors will  
also have access to a 
communities feature, 
which will allow them to 
gain various teaching tips 
from other professors 
across the country. 

Tegrity 
 With technology being so advanced, 

teaching distance courses is easier and more 

hands on than ever. Indiana State, uses a 

software called Tegrity to connect with 

distance students. 

 “Tegrity is a lecture capture device,” says 

Nick Aballi, course delivery coordinator for 

Distance Education.  “It captures whatever is 

shown on the projector, has a microphone 

for audio and has a webcam option as well.” 

 Tegrity is astonishingly simple to use.  

Start the software at the beginning of class, 

let it run the full time, stop it at the end, and 

it uploads to the server.  It makes for a great 

hands-off software that can make a 

professor’s life much easier. 

 Not only is Tegrity good for classroom 

use, but it’s also great for office use.  The 

user can make recordings for supplements 

and tutors can also use it with ease. The user 

can also upload pictures and videos from 

their own cameras as well.   

 Tegrity can also be used by students.  

They can record themselves giving 

presentations and doing clinical work.  The 

professor can also use the software to 

monitor online tests through web cameras.  

Tegrity works with the lockdown browser 

and can record audio and video while the 

student takes their tests. 

 The software also has editing capabilities.  

The user can embed links to webpages, export 

videos to YouTube and download podcasts. 

Tegrity can be used as a supplement to 

instruction for distance students. Some 

faculty may teach face to face classes, record 

it, and then post the class for distance 

courses.  

 Professors can use older content as well as 

new content. The purpose of the software is 

to create a recorded lecture so that it can be 

available at different times. Lectures and 

other educational tools can be preset in the 

software very easily. Tegrigty can be used as a 

tool for students or as an assessment tool for 

professors and faculty. 

 All in all, Tegrity is a very easy software to 

learn and use. It can be taught to anyone on 

how to use it in under an hour without 

overwhelming them. The editing tools are 

very simple and easy to use along with a 

straightforward capture process.  Teaching 

distance no courses is simplified by utilizing 

the user friendly and versatile software that is 

Tegrity.  
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How to Motivate Your  

Online Students 

 

Tips for Your Work/
Life Balance 

 

1.       Keep to your 
scheduled hours. Don’t 
stay later than 
absolutely necessary. 

2.       Schedule free 
time for yourself. 

3.       Take a moment 
and unplug from the 
world. Turn off your 
phone and computer 
and relax.   

4.       Take time for your 
family and friends and 
other people in your 
life who are important 
to you. 

5.       Personalize your 
workplace.  Put up 
some decorations and 
pictures around your 
office to stay cheerful 
and to stay reminded of 
your life outside of the 
workplace. 

education is important. After multiple 

years of teaching online classes, Callahan 

realized that the majority of students will 

do their work.  “Distance students more 

often have a better understanding of the 

material than in person students,” she 

said.  “They expect responsibility, so if 

you require them to do much homework 

and reading, students will know quite a 

bit.” Something that she often hears in 

evaluations from online students is that 

the class “is a lot of work but I learned a 

lot.” 

 Sometimes, motivation has to be a 

carrot.  At Murray State, if you are the 

first professor to propose a particular 

online course, you can sign up and go to 

a class, you will be compensated, and the 

school helps design course with you.   

 “Places to get some good ideas for 

your online classroom,” says Callahan, 

“are textbook publishers.  They have 

good ancillary information along with 

text banks and even some short lectures 

by experts in the field. It is also a good 

idea to check faculty resources on your 

campus.”    

 The first year dealing with a new 

online course can be difficult, there is 

hope.  “Once you get over that first year 

hump, the course really doesn’t have to 

be changed until you get a new text 

book,” said Callahan. 

 One of a professor’s many 

responsibilities when they teach is to 

motivate their students.  While this can 

be difficult in a regular classroom 

setting, it can be more difficult online.  

There are steps that professors can 

take, however, to help motivate their 

online students. 

 Dr. Kathy Callahan, Ph.D. Associate 

professor of history at Murray State in 

Kentucky , has been teaching online 

classes for five years as well as the 

traditional classroom.  The following 

are her tips on how to motivate the 

online student: 

 One of the best things to do is to set 

a specific due date that homework is to 

be done. “Some responsibility is the  

professors by requiring homework due 

on certain days,” she says. “If it is set up 

to do assignments as you go, they will 

often end up doing the assignments at 

the last minute, which is not good. 

Different submission days for 

assignments helps keep students on 

track to pass the class.”   

 However, part of the motivation that 

students have when they take online 

classes needs to come from the 

students themselves. A tip that 

Callahan gives is that if a student needs 

to be reminded of assignment due 

dates, they shouldn’t take online 

classes. “The students need to 

understand what they’re getting into 

before they start the class.” 

Understanding the value of online 
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