
MEMORANDUM 
 
 
TO:  Timothy Hawkins, Faculty Senate Chair, 2018-2019 
  Christine MacDonald, Faculty Senate Chair, 2019-2020 
 
FROM:  Steven Stofferahn, SAC Chair, 2018-2019 
 
RE:  SAC Report, 2018-2019 
 
DATE:  June 10, 2019 
 

 
The Student Affairs Committee (SAC) for the 2018-2019 academic year was comprised of the following 
members and ex-officio participants: 
 

Kim Bodey, Professor, HHS 
Derrick Bowman, Instructor, CAS 
Steve Hardin, Associate Professor, Library 
Zhiyong John Liu, Associate Professor, SCOB  
Missy Malone, Assistant Professor, HHS 
Michelle Souza, Assistant Professor, CAS 
Steve Stofferahn, Associate Professor, CAS  
Joshua Powers. Administrative Affairs Liaison 
Mike Chambers, Exec. Liaison 

 
The Committee met on the following dates:  September 5, October 3, November 7, November 28, 
February 1, March 1, and April 5.  Representatives from various stakeholder units also attended, as 
stipulated by the Policy Library. 
 
At the first meeting, the following roster of officers was elected: 
 

Chair:  Missy Malone 
Vice Chair:  Steve Stofferahn 
Secretary:  Steve Hardin 
SGA Representative:  Kim Bodey 
Faculty Senate Scholarship Subcommittee Co-Chairs:  John Liu and Steve Hardin 

 
With the resignation of Missy Malone in January, Steve Stofferahn was selected to serve as the new 
Chair, and Michelle Souza as Vice Chair for the remainder of the current term. 
 
The following Committee charges were set forth by Senate Exec at the beginning of the year: 
 

- identify a faculty member to serve as representative to SGA Senate meetings; 
- monitor international student enrollment; 



- review admission/scholarship standards and retention statistics; consider making 
recommendations regarding adjustments to admission and/or retention 
standards;                

- administer the Faculty Scholarship and work on promotional campaign; and 
- take active part in ongoing Strategic Enrollment Management discussions and initiatives. 

 
In the course of its regular meetings, the Committee fulfilled all of the above charges, as noted in the 
minutes.  Steve Stofferahn was specifically designated as the Committee’s liaison to the Strategic 
Enrollment Management team tasked with revisiting admission guidelines, and participated in all of 
those meetings, which eventually yielded two approved proposals—one ultimately passed in revised 
form by the Faculty Senate (making the SAT/ACT optional), and the other (revising admission guidelines 
for non-degree-seeking students) tabled by Senate Exec.  SAC discussed, but did not take specific action 
upon, English-language proficiency standards and the effect of financial holds on students’ progress 
toward degree completion.  The Committee set forth its own charge to explore in more detail the 
current parameters of “free speech” on the ISU campus, particularly in the wake of disturbances caused 
by several advocacy groups.  University Legal Counsel met with the Committee in February to explain 
those general parameters, noting the lack of constraints on such activity, and even that there was really 
no such thing as a designated “free speech zone.”  The Committee was, by and large, left unsatisfied by 
that explanation, and hopes to pursue this further in the coming year.  Finally, the Committee 
recommended that Trinity Nicole Hilton and Chase Lawhorn receive the Faculty Senate Scholarship. 
 
Potential charges for the Committee in the next year include: 
 

- further consideration of a proposed change to the admission policy for non-degree students, 
as detailed by Mike Chambers (Senate Exec Liaison) in an e-mail to Associate Deans on April 18, 
2019: 
 

“SAC voted to approve a change in ISU’s admissions policy for non-degree students (see 
attachment, which includes the proposal as considered at Faculty Senate Exec).  We are 
only considering this for undergraduate non-degree students, since Grad Council is 
taking up a review of the admissions policy for non-degree graduate students.  The basic 
thrust of the proposal was to eliminate the need for a non-degree student to apply for 
admission to ISU as a non-degree student each semester they wanted to take a course, 
and in that way streamline the bureaucratic processes.  If they take one or two courses 
in a fall semester, and then take one or two more in the subsequent spring semester, 
they would not have to re-apply.  At Senate Exec this week, we considered the proposal 
but tabled it since there was not much input from Associate Deans at the Student Affairs 
Committee meeting on February 1st when it was considered and approved, and we felt 
we needed to hear from all of you.  One of the issues, which was raised by Rich Toomey 
at the SAC meeting, is who will oversee the advising of these non-degree students when 
they seek to take a course?  Senate Exec felt that the Associate Deans would likely be 
responsible (at least to ensure that this happened, such as checking pre-req’s with a 
department chair), and so we needed their input.  Another issue raised pertains to how 
to handle non-degree students who fail a class and then seek to retake it, or who fail 
several classes and therefore do not meet the University’s requirements for good 
academic standing.  In particular, the relevant standards (see: 
https://catalog.indstate.edu/content.php?catoid=36&navoid=1049#acad_stand_requ) 
specify simply “students,” not degree-seeking students.  Again, you are the front-line 

https://catalog.indstate.edu/content.php?catoid=36&navoid=1049#acad_stand_requ


people dealing with these cases, so Senate Exec would like your input on this question.  
Finally, one other issue that was raised after today’s Senate meeting by Rich Toomey, 
“non-degree students” include students from another university who are seeking to 
take a course or two here at ISU, but they also include College Challenge students.  Do 
you see any issues with this policy proposal as you think about both types of non-degree 
students?” 

 
- follow-up consideration of the “free speech issue” from University Legal Counsel, to determine 
ways by which this policy (or at least general guidance) may be refined, or at least better 
disseminated and understood across campus 
 

 
 
 


