
Dear Honors College Community, 
 
The 2020 Spring semester was like no other.  Although all of us soldiered on, virtually, after mid-
March, the life and soul of our campus, our students, left and did not return as the coronavirus 
pandemic began to surge into its initial wave.  This ending of the physical presence of people and 
campus life was shocking, abrupt, traumatic, and ultimately, profoundly disappointing.  The list of 
celebrations cancelled, face to face friendships suddenly parted, athletic careers halted or ended, and 
events and final performances lost, is too long and painful to contemplate. Yet despite it all, and 
despite a crash course and rapid adjustment to on-line everything, our students, faculty, and staff 
persevered to complete classes and conduct campus business remotely. 
 
The senior Honors class of 2020 has now departed the university to pursue their dreams and continue 
to construct a powerful legacy as Indiana State alumni. Honors was well-represented among 

university award winners this year; very special congratulations to the Hines medalists Anna 

Behrens, Hannah Bunch, Sierra Crowe, Madeline Richmond, Benjamin Walden, and Taylor Yates; 
Rankin Memorial Distinguished Senior awardees Brandon Ball and Hannah Bunch; John W. Moore 
Award recipient Madeline Hellmich; and Daniel J. Bradley Medal for Leadership, Scholarship and 
Service recipient, Mykenzie Kostka. Our commencement speaker, Hayley Tague, delivered a 
powerful and poignant message to the campus community in the midst of unprecedented 
circumstances.   Congratulations also to Trinity Hilton, who was awarded the Anne Bauer Jackson 
Scholarship, Lauren James, who received the Richard Brett Memorial Scholarship, Makenna 

McNabb, the recipient of the Rebecca Johnson Scholarship, Emma Donnahoe and Kayli Worthy, who 
received the Chasteen Pickerl Scholarship, Makenzie Quissell, awarded the Warren Baugh 
Scholarship, and Samantha Moore, who received the Class of 1965 Scholarship. Finally, we 
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congratulate Annie Bowen, who was recently appointed by the governor as the student representative 
for the Indiana Commission for Higher Education. We’re very proud of all of you!   
 
To our graduates:  We already miss you greatly, and we regret deeply the lost opportunity to celebrate 
your accomplishments, to thank you for your contributions to the university, and to say proper 
goodbyes.  We wish you well, and look forward to your continued success and leadership from 
beyond campus.  Please stay connected to us as alumni; we will follow your lives and careers ahead 
with interest.  Meanwhile, our office has been very excited to meet the incoming class of students and 
their families. Our new cohort is strong and excited to be here, and so, there are great things ahead for 
the College.   
 
Congratulations (and many thanks) to faculty member Kevin Bolinger, selected by the students as the 
Honors Faculty of the Year recipient.  His classes, GH 101 Philosophy in the Twilight Zone, and GH 201 
Introduction to the Great Works: Lost Literature, are staples of the curriculum; the popularity of the GH 
201 class has actually broken the registration system on multiple occasions. Dr. Bolinger’s ability to 
harness popular vehicles as keys to deeper concepts and theory is a tremendous asset to Honors and 
the University.   
 
Within this newsletter, you will read of the various activities of our students during the Spring 
semester now past – most of it told in their own voices. The students of the Honors College are 
members of all academic colleges. We owe a debt to the many campus and community offices with 
which the Honors College works every day, as well as those that provide financial support for our 
programs.  I am particularly appreciative and grateful for the generosity shown by our students, 
alumni, families, and friends during Give to Blue Day on March 11.  Honors exceeded its 2019 
donations, and these funds will have a powerful impact on student research and experiences during 
challenging economic times made even more difficult by the pandemic. The excellence of our students 
is only possible because of the coordinated dedication and effort of this entire University community, 
on campus and off.  Also, a special thanks to our wonderful outgoing graduate assistant, Darcie 
Antony, herself an Honors alum, who provided guidance for ISU’s chapters of Alpha Lambda Delta, 
Golden Key and the National Society of Collegiate Scholars.   
 
In closing, I want to acknowledge the national outpouring of rage and pain and cries for change in the 
wake of the killings of George Floyd, Breonna Taylor, and others. It is past time to examine all of our 
institutions, including those of our university and college, the environments they present, and how 
they contribute to the nature of society. The Honors College is dedicated to inquiry and challenging 
students to think beyond themselves, to evaluate ideas, processes, and systems through evidence and a 
lens that sheds personal bias. This intellectual path is only an exercise, however, if it doesn’t 
acknowledge the challenges and failure within.  Although Honors is dedicated to a way of thinking 
that values inclusion of diverse ideas, we recognize that our academic unit is not diverse in its 
membership, and so we will continue to strive to make it so.    
 
To our students: The world needs you right now.  It needs your voices and your brains.  Whether you 
claim the mantle or not, as students you are the next generation of intellectuals.  The most important 
thing you can do with your intelligence at this moment is to find a way through this storm, to discern 
accurate information from rumor or propaganda, to evaluate and ultimately choose a wise path 
forward.    
 
I wish everyone a safe and exciting semester.    
 
Greg Bierly, Dean 
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CONGRATULATIONS, GRADUATES! 

Sarah Ahmer 
Molly Albrecht 
Hanna Atwood 

Brandon Ball 
Elizabeth Barton 

Benjamin Baumgartner 
Anna Behrens 
Kameron Bell 

Benjamin Bequette 
Kathryn Besserman 

April Best 
Cassie Bice-Dunmoyer 

Sara Binyon 
Evan Bockover 
Margo Bokhart 

John Bontjes 
Kansas Bottomley 
Jillian Boudreau 
Alathia Bowden 
Whitney Brown 

Joshua Bruce 
Hannah Bunch 

Gretchen Burkhart 
Alyssa Bush 

Kirsten Campbell 
Adam Cass 

Chalen Chambers 
Darci Chambers 
Jacobi Chatman 
Abigail Clouse 
Laura Cochran 

Kyle Collins 
Eli Cooksey 

Madilyn Coomes 
Lindsey Cowan 

Sierra Crowe 
Maggie Davenport 

Alexus Davis 
Hannah Davis 
Jordan Denton 

Josette Dial 
Yadira Diaz Romero 

Emily Dircks 
Caleb Dosch 

Miranda Edwards 
Carolyn Engle 
Chase English 

Allison Engstrom 
Courtney Ferguson 

Alexis Fortman 
DiAndre Francis 

Anthony Froehlich 
Dylan Gallup 

Reagan Gambill 
Brianne Garcia 

Kelsie Gee 
Samantha Ginoplos 

Caroline Gipson 
Margaret Glowinski 

Samuel Grant 
Nicole Griffin 
Emily Hackler 
Markila Hall 

Jordan Halsema 
Christopher Halstead 

Beixi Hao 
Lillian Harman 

Emma Hayward 
Caithlin Helle 

Madeline Hellmich 
Brooke Hendricks 

Courtney Hengehold 
Tequilla Howard 
Matayzia Hughes 

Maleah Huser 
Madison Igleheart 
Sutherland Ingall 

Lyle Jefson 
Angela Johnson 
Mara Johnson 

McKenna Jones 
Jordan Kemp 

Natalie Kesselring 
Alexa Kinsey 
Jacob Kissick 

Mykenzie Kostka 
Carrie Lane 

Meghan Large 
MacKenzie Latta 

Emily Layer 
Samantha Lewis 

Sara Ligget 
Yulissa Lira 
Dana Macke 

Colleen Madden 
Kaitlyn Malek 

Alexandra Malmborg 
Rylie Mayfield 

Jessika Meadows 
Thamar Mentado 

Aaron Meyer 
Madison Michalic 

Rebecca Miller 
Taylor Morris 
Abigail Ness 

Tyler Neuenschwander 
Carlie Nicholson 
Katelyn Nuthak 
Courtney Nuyen 

Carlos Ocasio 
Maleyke Owens 
Garrett Oxford 

Hayley Tague 
Mechanical Engineering Technology 
May 2020 Commencement Speaker 
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CONGRATULATIONS, GRADUATES! 

Shan Patel 
Jarett Posz 

Payton Prechtel 
Chandler Ramey 

Allison Reckelhoff 
De'Maria Reynolds 

Madeline Richmond 
Jocelyn Ricket 

Jordan Ripperdan 
Santanna Roberts 

Madison Robinson 
Emily Rogers 
Cassidy Roller 
Lauren Ross 

Jazlyn Rowan 
Kailee Russell 

Kayla Ryan 
Luke Salisbury 
Brooke Schafer 
Julie Schubert 
Abigail Simon 

Cassandra Skyer 
Corrin Slankard 

Bianca Sloan 
Shelby Small 
Cecilia Soto 

Hannah Southwood 
Ruth Stephens 
Olivia Stone 

William Stone 
Claire Sum 

Tristan Sutton 
Hayley Tague 
Jordyn Taylor 
Austin Theisz 

Brogan Thomas 
Alexandra Toombs 
Collin Underwood 
Alisha VanArsdale 
Alex Villalpando 

Marcus Voges 
Sabrina Walbright 
Benjamin Walden 
Raegan Walther 
Michaela Ward 

Ashley Washburn 

Emily Weber 
Terena Weitkamp 

Paige Welsh 
Braelyn Wence 
Kelsey Wermert 

Miranda Whitted 
Caitlin Wilkins 
Jake Wilkinson 
Emily Williams 
Tessa Williams 

Andrew Williamson 
Linzi Woodard 
Alli Workman 
Sarah Wyrick 
Megan Wyse 
Taylor Yates 

Nicholas Yeend 
Alyssa Yocom 

CONGRATULATIONS, HINES MEMORIAL MEDAL RECIPIENTS! 

Spring 2020 Virtual   
Graduation Celebration: 

www.indstate.edu/academics/
honors/graduation/spring2020 

https://www.indstate.edu/academics/honors/graduation/spring2020
https://www.indstate.edu/academics/honors/graduation/spring2020
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RESOURCES FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE EDUCATION 

Dustin Bryant (Dustin.Bryant@indstate.edu) is a Career 
Services Coordinator for the ISU Career Center and serves as 
the Liaison to the College of Health and Human Services, 
School of Nursing, Student Athletes, and Honors College. As 
your Liaison, he can assist you with the following: 
 

 Career Coaching (if you're not sure what you want to do 
with your degree) 

 Résumé/Cover Letters 

 CV (Curriculum Vitae) 

 Internship/Co-Op/Summer Jobs 

 Career Fair & Networking Preparation 

 Focus Indiana Scholarship (complete an internship, receive a $1,000) 

 Job Search Assistance 

 Mock Interview (phone, in person, virtual) 

 Workplace Skills (if you would like a FREE, professional certificate) 

 Graduate School Information/Personal Statement Review 

 Classroom Presentations (if you would like a presentation for a campus group on a topic) 
 
The services of the Career Center are always FREE to utilize now as a student and in the 
future as an alumnus! If you would like to reserve an appointment with Dustin, you can 
schedule through Handshake (via MyISU portal or the Handshake app). Virtual 

appointments via Zoom are also available during this COVID 19 transitional time.  

CAREER SERVICES FOR HONORS STUDENTS 

We encourage Honors students to utilize the following resources to engage in critical thinking 
and learn about systemic racism, justice, and equity:    

 
 Take a class that will challenge your worldview. Classes specifically discussing social 

justice issues are regularly offered by the Honors College and the Department of 
Multidisciplinary Studies, among other areas on campus. 

 

 Request Honors conversion projects in your major classes that will give you opportunities 
to identify and address barriers to equity in your discipline. 

 

 Attend events organized by the Office of Multicultural Services and Programs, the Charles 
E. Brown African American Cultural Center, the Center for Global Engagement, the La 
Casita Student Resource Center, the LGBTQ Student Resource Center, and the Women’s 
Resource Center.  

 

 Register to vote, research candidates and issues, and vote in every election. The American 
Democracy Project is a nonpartisan organization that promotes informed civic engagement. 
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SPEAKER: DR. RACHAEL SCHULTE 

I had the opportunity to meet Dr. Rachel Schulte when she visited ISU to share her experiences as a 
pediatric hematologist and oncologist and talk about her research. As a pediatric hematologist and 
oncologist at Riley Children’s Hospital, Dr. Schulte primarily treats children suffering from diseases 
such as leukemia and other cancers or blood related disorders. Through her talk, and my conversation 
with Dr. Schulte, I was able to learn a lot about the unique challenges that pediatric oncologists face. 
Pediatric oncology and Dr. Schulte’s day to day work is different from an adult oncologist from a 
clinical perspective because treatments vary greatly in children due to factors such as age, body size, 
and birth conditions. She also discussed how working at a hospital like Riley Children’s Hospital is 
uniquely challenging yet rewarding because pediatricians have to adapt to working with children 
going through different struggles and coming from different backgrounds. Dr. Schulte also discussed 
her ongoing research and her publications. Her research is mainly centered around clinical trials and 
experimental therapies for the diseases she typically encounters in the patients she treats, and 
improving the medicines used to fight cancer to provide better and more precise treatment. I was 
fascinated by her research and by her dedication to advancing healthcare. I was especially intrigued by 
her research about organic anion transporting polypeptides which may be used as therapeutic targets 
in cancer therapy since the findings of this study are a major step forward in improving cancer 
treatments, and I was able to draw on knowledge from my biology and organic chemistry classes as 
Dr. Schulte explained her research to me. 
 
Meeting Dr. Schulte and attending her talk was not only an amazing learning experience, it was truly 
inspiring and motivated me to achieve my personal goals. Dr. Schulte graduated from ISU with a 
degree in chemistry, was an Honors student, and a President’s Scholar. I was able to relate to Dr. 
Schulte personally because I am an aspiring physician, chemistry major, Honors student and 
President’s Scholar at ISU. It was great to see that someone who attended the same university as me, 
was involved many of the same student organizations as I am, and took similar classes with many of 
the same professors as me is now a very successful doctor. Hearing about Dr. Schulte’s experiences at 
ISU and with the Honors Program gave me even more confidence that I am in the perfect environment 
to achieve my goals and succeed just like Dr. Schulte. I was also able to discuss Indiana State 
University’s dance marathon with Dr. Schulte which raises funds for Riley’s Children’s Hospital. She 
said that events such as State DM go a long way in helping improve the lives and hospital stay 
experience for the children at the 
hospital by providing funds for 
things such as art and music 
therapy. Meeting Dr. Schulte and 
hearing about all of the good ISU 
does for organizations such as 
Riley’s Children’s Hospital, 
seeing how successful ISU alumni 
like her are, and hearing about 
the amazing experiences she had 
at ISU made me even more proud 
to be an Honors student at 
Indiana State University. 
 
 – Tejas Kandharkar, Biology & 
Chemistry  
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NATIONAL HONOR SOCIETIES 

 Despite the shortened spring semester, the honor societies at Indiana State University were 
able to host a variety of events for their members and other students on campus. Collaboration 
between the honor societies and the Honors Council allowed the organizations to host 
successful events. Recruitment of new members and executive board elections also took place.  
 
March was a busy month for our honor societies. Golden Key hosted a Mental Health Panel, 
which focused on various mental health issues facing the Wabash Valley. Mental health 
professionals from an array of professional backgrounds were present. Students were given 
the opportunity to ask questions and express their concerns with the panelists. 
 
The National Society of Collegiate Scholars (NSCS), Alpha Lambda Delta (ALD), Golden Key, 
and the Honors Council collaborated to host a Grad School Panel. Panelists consisted of 
graduate students from various areas of study. Dr. Collins, Dean of the ISU College of 
Graduate and Professional Studies, was also present to answer any questions students might 
have about the graduate school process. 
 
ALD and NSCS recruited new members for their organizations. NSCS and Golden Key’s 
induction ceremony is scheduled to take place in the fall. Due to the necessary precautions 
regarding the coronavirus, ALD’s induction ceremony was cancelled, but the organization is 
looking forward to connecting with their new members in the fall!  
 
Each organization has elected a new executive board. NSCS, ALD, and Golden Key have 
already begun planning for next school year. We are excited to see what the new executive 
teams and new members will bring to Indiana State University.  
 
Congratulations to our graduating seniors! We wish you the best in your future endeavors! 
 
-Darcie Antony, 2019-2020 Honors College Graduate Assistant 
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HONORS COUNCIL 

Hello, fellow Sycamores. I hope if you are reading this 
you are safe and adapting well to the changes brought 
about by the novel coronavirus. As this academic year 
draws to a close, I would like to reflect upon Honors 
Council’s accomplishments over the spring semester. 
 
For Spring 2020, the semester began with some 
goodbyes, the return of some familiar faces, and the 
welcoming of some new ones as the Honors students 
voted to fill the council. At our first meeting, the council 
exchanged greetings and began setting the groundwork 
for the semester to come. In accordance with our goal of 
community service, our first event of the semester was at 
the Vigo County Public Library. Every year, the library 
has been awarded a grant to buy thousands of books to 
distribute amongst partners throughout the Wabash 
Valley to encourage community discussion. This year, 
the council and some helpful students stickered all the 
books and organized the books into orders.  
 
Following the community service, the council had a 
social event in the form of an open microphone night, 
which included a reading from Our Town by Thornton 
Wilder and some students taking to the microphone to 
display their musical talents. In support of the second 
annual Give to Blue Day, the council provided a free 
pancake breakfast to all students that showed up in 
Pickerl Hall. Later that afternoon, students from the 
college dined with alumni to celebrate Give to Blue Day. 
Though the council had further planned for a spring 
party, novel coronavirus cancelled some and gave rise to 
others. 
 
With around two months left in the semester and all 

students back at home, the council decided to continue 

engagement. Once everyone was settled, the council 

convened online to finish out the semester strong with 

two final events. The first of these events was an online 

trivia night on Zoom. Following the trivia night was 

bingo on Instagram. Wrapping up the semester was the 

election of next year’s council. With the election comes a 

new executive board with ambitious plans to come.  

 
-Matthew Pavelka, 2019-2020 Honors Council Treasurer 
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HONORS COUNCIL 

Hello, Sycamores! 
 
My name is Madelyne Ashbaugh and I am currently a junior at Indiana State University! I have been in 
the Honors College since I was a freshman. I am grateful that the Honors College still provides 
opportunities for its members to meet and get together virtually since we can’t get together on campus. 
I have had so much fun while I have been home, playing trivia on Tuesday nights with other members 
of the Honors College. We have played The Office trivia and Disney/Pixar trivia! This has really been a 
nice way to stay connected with people and provide something fun for me to look forward to while I 
am in quarantine. Besides trivia, we also had our biweekly Honors Council meeting on Zoom. This was 
an amazing way to get to see how everyone was doing and share ideas for activities when we come 
back to school. This was especially important because we did not get to celebrate our spring party for 
ISU together before leaving for the summer. Seeing everyone on Zoom made me very excited to stay 
on Honors Council to help plan events for the fall. I am lucky that Indiana State’s Honors College, and 
leaders, are so passionate about this program. They have helped us feel like we are still at school 
through this tough time. I cannot wait to get back to campus! 
 
Roll Trees.  
-Madelyne Ashbaugh, Elementary Education 

Meghna Bedi, business major and 
Honors Council Secretary,  
represented the Honors College at a 
Sycamore Preview Day in February 
and discussed her experiences as a 
first-year Honors student with  
prospective students. 
 
“I was in the GH:101 Leadership When 
It’s Your Turn class taught by  
Instructor Steve Gruenert. It was one 
of my favorite classes, where we 
watched video clips and analyzed them 
as parts of small group assignments. 
That class has taught me the  
importance of reflecting on true self by 
observing your own true talents and 
capabilities as a leader.” 
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GH 201 EXPERIENTIAL LEARNING 

 As a member of Matt Bird's GH 201 this spring, I explored the various aspects of censorship as 
it relates to media across the bounds of film and the written word. We discussed current 
events regarding censorship, including the recent controversy surrounding the novel American 
Dirt. In addition to these things, we also learned how libraries fight censorship and how the 
National Archives works into this process.  
 
One portion of our course involved hands-on experiences with rare censored books through 
the Vigo County Public Library. Our tour of the special collections and access to a first edition 
copy of Zora Neale Hurston's Their Eyes Were Watching God was a unique experience I won't 
soon forget. In addition, we toured the special collections vault and had access to several other 
historic Hurston novels. Being so close to valuable pieces of history made the importance of 
preservation much more tangible. For weeks leading up to this event, our class discussed the 
criteria for choosing what books get preserved and what constitutes a special collection. I feel 
this experience highlighted not only the importance of preserving great works, but also how 
this is going on around us without the fanfare one might expect. Viewing this at our public 
library only blocks away from campus was a realization for many of my classmates, myself 
included, that libraries are often unsung heroes of free press and protectors of our greatest lit-
erary treasures.  
 
Hands-on learning like our library visit has been a valuable and integral part of nearly all my 
classes at Indiana State, but my time in GH 201 this spring will remain one of my favorite ex-
periences.  
 
-Hayley Tague, Mechanical Engineering Technology 
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GH 201 EXPERIENTIAL LEARNING 

 

We examined several first edition novels by Zora Neale Hurston, including her masterpiece 
Their Eyes were Watching God. Being exposed to these precious books had a big impact on me. 
My exposure to historical works made me realize how necessary they are to the world. They 
can then last the test of time, spreading their influence and impact on others.  
 
This field trip also made me realize the huge importance of archivists. They are there to 
preserve vital history, while also meeting the needs of the state, the country, and the donors of 
the archive. They are guardians of truth and protectors of history and thought. Our class was 
able to view the great works that have been protected and it was one eye-opening experience, 
helping me to see that without archivists and the preservation of literature, truth may be lost 
and its impact forgotten.  
 
-Nicholas Castelluccio, Elementary Education 



Page 12 

GIVE TO BLUE DAY 2020 

On Wednesday, March 11, 2020 the Indiana State University community gathered to celebrate the 
second annual Give to Blue Day. This year, the Give to Blue Day activities were led under the direction 
of the Indiana State University Alumni Association in accordance with the newly founded Student 
Philanthropy Group. Throughout the year, Kimberly Collins, a fellow Honors College Student, and I 
served as the President and President-Elect to help foster a culture of philanthropy among all Indiana 
State University students. The Student Philanthropy Executive Board was led under the direction of 
six Honors College students all focused on reaching Indiana State University’s donor goal of 1,865 
donors to pay tribute to the year Indiana State was founded. Give to Blue Day energized the students 
on campus, the Terre Haute community, and Alumni all across our world. Throughout the day events 
took place on Indiana State University’s campus, virtually on social media platforms, and at various 
hotspots for Alumni all in support of Indiana State’s mission. 
 
During the day, students placed bows all across campus indicating donor-supported projects while 
Sycamore supporters challenged the student body through activities to encourage participation with 
matching gifts all in support of the advancement of Indiana State University. Additionally, the Honors 
College hosted an Alumni Dinner 
connecting current Honors College 
students to the Alumni who forged 
their same path not long ago. 
Honors College Alumni shared 
advice over dinner and followed up 
with a panel discussion exploring 
the questions my fellow Honors 
College Peers and I wanted to learn 
more about. The Honors College 
Alumni Dinner was a highlight for 
many students during this special 
day and displayed how much an 
impact one can have on Indiana 
State University even after 
graduation. In total, Give to Blue 
Day engaged more than 500 
students and fulfilled scholarship 
funding for thousands of 
Sycamores. The Honors College 
achieved 165 donors and was able 
to support students in countless 
ways throughout social media 
posts, the Alumni Dinner, and 
raising funds for scholarships 
within the Honors College that 
support the Sycamores of today 
and the Honors College students of 
tomorrow.   

 
-Anne Bowen, Insurance 
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GIVE TO BLUE DAY 2020 

GREEN DRINKS: “WHAT AWAITS CLIMATE REFUGEES?” 

Dr. Andrea Arrington and Dr. Isaac Lamb explored the question “What awaits climate  
refugees?” at the Terre Haute Brewing Company for Green Drinks, a monthly gathering of ISU 
and Wabash Valley community members to learn and converse about current climate,  
environment, and sustainability issues. This event was hosted by the Honors College, the ISU 
Office of Sustainability, and Our Green Valley Alliance for Sustainability. 



Page 14 

HONORS FIELD TRIP WITH PROFESSOR BISCH 

2020 HONORS PEER MENTORS 
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INDIANA COMMISSION FOR HIGHER EDUCATION 

In March of 2020, The Indiana Commission for 
Higher Education began their search for the next 
Student Commission Member position. As a 
current student at Indiana State University 
majoring in Insurance & Risk Management and 
Financial Services with a passion for higher 
education and supporting the state of Indiana, I 
was instantly drawn to this unique opportunity to 
serve. After an application and interview process, 
I am honored to share my appointment by 
Governor Eric Holcomb and Commissioner Teresa 
Lubbers to serve as the next Student Commission 
Member. My appointment took effect on the 
Commission on July 1, 2020, and will last through 
June 30, 2022. 
 
The Commission for Higher Education is a 14-
member coordinating body for the state’s public 
postsecondary education system and is designed 
to allow the student member to serve as a full 
voting member. In addition to the student 
member, the Commission consists of one faculty 
representative, one representative from each of 
the nine congressional districts in Indiana, and three at-large members. 
 
As I transition into this role, I am excited about this new opportunity and the efforts that I will 
be able to bring forward to help the state of Indiana. The Commission tirelessly works on 
aligning Indiana’s postsecondary education to the needs of Hoosier students and the state of 
Indiana and I could not be more grateful to aid in their efforts. As I step into this role for the 
next two years my mission is to be a voice for not only my peers at Indiana State University 
but for my peers all around the State of Indiana. I am looking forward to growing my 
knowledge about higher education, government, and policy. 
 
In addition to my role at the Student Commission Member, I am looking forward to the 
opportunity to also serve on the Student Success and Completion sub-committee. Over the 
next two years, I hope I am able to assist The Indiana Commission for Higher Education, the 
state of Indiana, and be a voice for all of my peers as we work through this unprecedented 
time. 
 
If you have any questions, comments, or concerns please feel free to contact me at 
abowen12@sycamores.indstate.edu 
 
-Anne Bowen, Insurance 
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GH 401 HONORS THESIS PRESENTATIONS 

Haley Abraham, Elementary Education: Growing technology in elementary schools 

Elizabeth Barton, Physical Education Exercise Science: The evolution of foods and diets through the 
past decades: Impact on health and lifestyles 

Eric Baumgartner, Professional Aviation Flight Technology and Aviation Management: Raising 
the mandatory retirement age to seventy for airline pilots 

Abigail Becherer, Dietetics: Parent feeding practices and child eating behaviors 

Kameron Bell, Biology: Ethanol induces blood-brain barrier dysfunction in a human stem cell-derived 
model 

Ben Bequette, Computer Engineering Technology: Building an agricultural robot 

Sara Binyon, Psychology: Evaluation of conformity: Social priming by the media 

Hannah Blanshan, Psychology: Behavior and physiological effects of deep pressure stimulation on 
children with autism 

John Bontjes, Computer Science: The usage and usefulness of generative adversarial networks 

Harley Bray, Baccalaureate Nursing: Maternal mortality rate: A global and historical perspective 

Benjamon Brinkley, Criminology & Criminal Justice and Intelligence Analysis: The combative 
efforts the United States is using to fight human trafficking 

Jackson Byrne, Insurance: Steroids in baseball 

Josh Cannon, Mathematics Teaching and Mathematics: Musician deaths and their relation to current 
issues in the United States 

Abigail Clouse, Art: Fixing the art world: Artists' focus on museological issues through institutional 
critique 

Claire Collins, Elementary Education: Screen time and the effect on children's development 

Eli Cooksey, Computer Science: How conservation organizations are utilizing online tools for advocacy 
and public policy 

Mallory Cooper, Baccalaureate Nursing: Concussions: Severity, effects, and brain changes 

Emily Crouch, Elementary Education: The effect of parental involvement on academic achievement 

Sierra Crowe, Biology and Chemistry: Childbirth in America: Celebration or condemnation? A review 
of U.S. maternal mortality and morbidity 

Gregory Daly, Unmanned Systems and Aviation Management: Implication of drones in warfare 

Alexus Davis, English and Political Science: Social media and politics: How social media effects voters 

Hannah Davis, Marketing: Building the case for a medical sales program at Indiana State University 

Jordan Denton, Criminology & Criminal Justice and Cybercriminology & Security Studies: Use of 
force: Analysis of de-escalation tactics in law enforcement 

Yadira Diaz Romero, Psychology: An analysis of the state of mental health for Latinas in the U.S. 

Emily Dircks, Biology: Plastic surgery: Cutting deeper into the specialty 

Kamille DiTommaso, Marketing: The effective sources of online impulsive buying 

Kayla Dye, Accounting and Finance: A medical and societal epidemic: Neonatal opioid withdrawal 
syndrome 

Brooke Embry, Biology with Specialization in Medical Laboratory Science: Rett syndrome: A life-
altering disorder in need of a cure 

Luke Fleck, Accounting: The impact of technology on financial statement auditing 
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GH 401 HONORS THESIS PRESENTATIONS 

Jenna Ford, English Teaching: Looking at the gap, knowing the resources: Employment in the disability 
community 

Reagan Gambill, Baccalaureate Nursing: Healthcare disparities among common United States 
aggregates 

Brianne Garcia, Biology: The significance of pathogenic and functional amyloids in biochemistry and 
medicine 

Amy Gasper, Philosophy: Child development: The effects of working mothers and stay-at-home mothers 

Samantha Ginoplos, Theater and Human & Environmental Systems: Human behavioral ecology in 
The Lady from the Sea: How evolutionary forces influenced character actions 

Caroline Gipson, Political Science - Legal Studies: A matter of life and death: Studying the effects of 
external factors on Supreme Court decisions 

Alexia Golden, Elementary Education: Poverty impacts student academic achievement 

Connor Goodwin, Mathematics Teaching and Mathematics: The mental health crisis: The decline of 
mental health among college students 

Felicity Graf, Management and Finance: Multilevel marketing: Misrepresentations and successes 

Emily Hackler, Aviation Management: Going green: Creating a sustainable aviation industry 

Markila Hall, Insurance: Success rate of African Americans in college 

Jordan Halsema, Physical Education Exercise Science: The exercise effects of whole body exercise and 
split routine training: Which is better? 

Beixi Hao, Computer Science: The correlation between music, mathematics, and computer science 

Beau Harpenau, Marketing: An ethical examination: Marketing to children, teens, & young adults 

Rachel Hassfurther, Elementary Education: Your brain on music: The effects of music in the 
elementary classroom 

Caithlin Helle, Biology: Treating the symptoms vs. treating the cause: Inappropriate pain management 
in America 

Madeline Hellmich, Multidisciplinary Studies: Yoga: The benefits of an ancient Eastern practice 
explored in Western science 

Kyra Helming, Communication: Nonverbal communication: Different relationships settings impact 

Courtney Hengehold, Accounting: Nonprofits: The inadvertent victims of tax reformation 

Maleah Huser, Human Development & Family Studies: Early childhood education: A foundation for 
lifelong learning 

Sutherland Ingall, Applied Medicine: PTSD: Affecting family atmosphere and adjustment to life at 
home 

Lyle Jefson, Professional Aviation Flight Technology: The volatility of air transportation 

Griffin Johnson, Baccalaureate Nursing: How does vaping affect the youth? 

Macie Kane, Physical Education Exercise Science: Domestic violence in professional sport 

Natalie Kesselring, Baccalaureate Nursing: Postpartum depression: Prevention, screening, and 
nursing care 

Jennifer Kimpan, Social Work: The implementation of a bill of rights for children of incarcerated parents 
to reduce childhood trauma 

Alexa Kinsey, Baccalaureate Nursing: The correlation between antidepressants and suicide rates 

Natalie Lawson, Accounting: Investing in the global space economy: Unknown world 
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Emily Layer, Criminology & Criminal Justice and Cybercriminology & Security Studies: In space, 
no one can hear your sexism: Gender portrayal in speculative fiction films 

Sara Ligget, Language Studies: Whether language learning advice in popular literature is backed by 
scientific evidence 

Yulissa Lira, Baccalaureate Nursing: Risk vs. reward: Pulmonary fibrosis treatments 

Madison Longyear, Communication: The Family Medical Leave Act & the American workforce: The 
United States' need for paid family leave at the national level 

Rachel Magill, Social Work: Long-term effects of child abuse 

Alexandra Malmborg, Baccalaureate Nursing: Violence in global healthcare: The prevalence of abuse 
toward women 

Abigail McCammon, Elementary Education: Composite review of garden based learning and its 
impact 

Katherine McGee, Elementary Education: Obesity: Effects on life and learning in America's children 

Cassandra McPherron, Professional Aviation Flight Technology and Aviation Management: 
STEM or men: A look into the gender distribution in STEM careers 

Thamar Mentado, Baccalaureate Nursing: The effects of urban green spaces on public health 

Kristen Merriam, General Studies: Examining the impact of mental health awareness programming in 
academic settings 

Rebecca Miller, Biology: Vaccine hesitancy: The road to mitigate misinformation 

Molly Morgan, Communication: The media effect on the anti-vaccination movement 

Carlie Nicholson, Elementary Education: A behavior and classroom management system that promotes 
positive outcomes 

Courtney Nuyen, Chemistry: Selective reduction of aldehydes using a copper catalyst 

Carlos Ocasio, Criminology & Criminal Justice: Effects of deinstitutionalization: Analysis of mentally 
ill offenders 

Peyton Ottersbach, Physical Education Exercise Science: The American obesity endemic: How is it 
affecting children? 

Maleyke Owens, Marketing: Social media's contribution into rebellious communication and social 
movements 

Garrett Oxford, Biology: Corrupt institutionalization and racial disparity as depicted in The Wire: A 
comparative analysis 

Lexie Parrott, Recreation & Sport Management: Self-determination theory at summer camp: 
Promoting youth development 

Samantha Perkins, Dietetics: The legacy of Walt Disney: How did Walt create the Disney Way 

Sarah Pund, Baccalaureate Nursing: The incidence of postoperative delirium in the elderly population 

Chandler Ramey, Baccalaureate Nursing: Vaccine clinical trials and the battle to find a vaccine in 
sight of a pandemic 

Alexis Ramseyer, Elementary Education: Benefits of service animals 

De'Maria Reynolds, Baccalaureate Nursing: Diversity in nursing: Barriers in nursing education 
programs 

Jocelyn Ricket, Psychology: Like looking in a mirror: Exploring the enneagram as a self-development 
tool 
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Forrest Ridings, Chemistry and Pre-Dentistry: The future of nuclear energy 

Santanna Roberts, Baccalaureate Nursing: Preventing abusive head trauma among infants 

Jazlyn Rowan, Psychology: Negative educational experiences of Black girls 

Kayla Ryan, Physical Education Exercise Science: Sport concussions: Acute and long-term effects 
coupled with vestibular rehabilitation 

Morgan Sanford, Baccalaureate Nursing: Rising cost of insulin prices: Impacting older patients with 
type 2 diabetes 

Margot Schrieber, Baccalaureate Nursing: Importance of vaccinations 

Cassandra Skyer, Dietetics: Dietary supplementation: An investigation into regulation and usage 

Quincy Smith, Criminology & Criminal Justice: United States incarceration rate rise 

Abby Smolinske, Psychology: History of childhood trauma and the negative consequences later in life 

Renae Spannagel, Mathematics Teaching and Mathematics: The relationship between women and 
mathematics 

Ruth Stephens, Dietetics: Nutrition supplementation: In and out of the hospital 

Tristan Sutton, Biology: Compassionate conservation: When two worlds collide 

Dakyla Tall, Biology: The controversy of emergency department wait times 

Jordan Taylor, Criminology & Criminal Justice: Protecting the protectors: Shining a light on suicide 
in law enforcement 

Jenna Tebben, Speech-Language Pathology: The pathway to newborn nutrition: Speech and language 
pathology in the NICU 

Austin Theisz, Physical Education Exercise Science: An analysis on the use of physician assistants 
and nurse practitioners 

Alexandria Tillman, Baccalaureate Nursing: Impact of nurse staffing ratios on various outcomes 

Christopher Underwood, Psychology: Anorexia nervosa treatment: Current and future 

Marcus Voges, Psychology: Cues of kinship and mating Interest in close friendships 

Allison Walker, Criminology & Criminal Justice and Psychology: Conformity in groups 

Raegan Walther, Applied Medicine: The dangers of traumatic brain injuries in athletics 

Michaela Ward, Biology: Nutrition education in medical schools: A survey among primary care 
physicians in Vigo County, IN 

Allison Washburn, Elementary Education: Teaching children to read in kindergarten 

Ashley Washburn, English: Fire and ash: Humanity and civilization in Cormac McCarthy's The Road 

Paige Welsh, Dietetics: The ketogenic diet: A comparison of its intended purpose and modern use 

Jake Wilkinson, Chemistry: Copper catalyzed selective reduction of aldehydes 

Andrew Williams, Computer Science: devDGEA: High-throughput gene expression analysis software 
suite 

Monica Wright, Speech-Language Pathology and Psychology: Dysphagia in the aging population: 
Causes, assessment and treatment 

Megan Wyse, Physical Education Exercise Science: Preventing teen dating violence: A review of three 
evidence-based interventions 

Josh Young, Information Technology: Bringing virtual reality into the classroom 
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