
Greetings from the Honors College!  The Spring semester has now faded from memory and 
the 2019 Honors seniors have left our halls and classrooms to pursue their dreams and 
continue to construct a powerful legacy as Indiana State alumni. Honors was well-
represented among University award winners; very special congratulations to Hines 
medalists Britney Arnold, Gabrielle Comelleri, Allison Crick, Harjas Singh, and Courtney 

Swanson; Rankin Memorial Distinguished Senior awardees 
Allison Crick, James Kramer, and Kate Sullivan; John W. 
Moore Award recipient Kate Sullivan; Daniel J. Bradley 
Medal for Leadership, Scholarship and Service recipient  
James Kramer; and commencement speaker Logan Pollard.  
Congratulations also to Nicole Nunez, who was awarded the 
Anne Bauer Jackson Scholarship, Cecilia Soto, who received 
the Richard Brett Memorial Scholarship, and Breeze Keppy, 
the recipient of the Rebecca Johnson Scholarship. Colleen 

Madden, a Dietetics major and athlete on the ISU Women’s 
Track & Field team, was recognized as the Cunningham 
Memorial Library's 2019 Bakerman Undergraduate Research 
Award recipient for her Honors thesis: An Investigation of Body 
Image Among NCAA Female Athletes. Huge kudos also to 
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English and Theater major Myles Hesse on the performance of his celebrated and ground-
breaking play, The Lily and the Mantis, directed by Honors and Theater professor Arthur 
Feinsod. In addition, we congratulate the numerous college, department and discipline award 
recipients.  To our graduates:  We will miss you greatly, but we wish you well, and look 
forward to your continued success and leadership from beyond campus.  Meanwhile, our 
office is very excited to meet the incoming class of students and their families, who are already 
beginning to arrive at New Student Orientation.   
 
Congratulations (and thank you!) to faculty member and research coordinator, Matt Bird, 
selected by the students as the Honors Faculty of the Year recipient.  In particular, his entry 
level courses, Chilling Tales and Cosmic Horror and Summer of 1982: A Critical Look at the Greatest 
Summer of Cinema, offer students exciting opportunities to connect popular and iconic works of 
literature and film to their historical and artistic origins and to trace their influence on modern 
storytelling and culture. Mr. Bird’s imagination and teaching style as a professor, and the 
intellectual environments he provides, are tremendous assets to Honors and the University.   
 
Within this newsletter, you will read of the various research, service, and travel activities of 
our students during the Spring 2019 semester, most of it told in their own voices. The students 
of the Honors College are members of all academic colleges. We owe a debt to the many 
campus and community offices with which the Honors College works every day, as well as 
the generosity of its supporters.  I 
particularly want to acknowledge the 
extreme generosity shown by our 
students, alumni, families, and friends 
during ISU’s inaugural Day of Giving 
on March 13, when the Honors 
College was recognized for receiving 
the most individual donations of all 
campus units. The excellence of our 
students is only possible because of 
the coordinated dedication and effort 
of this entire University community.  
Also, a special thanks to our outgoing 
graduate assistant, Alyssa Ybarra, who 
provided guidance for ISU’s chapters 
of Alpha Lambda Delta, Golden Key 
International Honour Society, and the 
National Society of Collegiate 
Scholars.   
 
Best wishes to everyone for an 
enjoyable summer!   
 
Greg Bierly 
Dean 
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CONGRATULATIONS, HONORS COLLEGE GRADUATES! 

Roy Allard 
Ashley Angulo 
Britney Arnold 

Aubrey Balcerak 
Zoe Bales 

Emily Barber 
Megan Beehler 

Ali Bennett 
Rebecca Bettridge 

Helena Bierly 
Mollie Borcherding 

Emily Brady 
Emily Brana 

Charles Brimbury 
Liam Brown 

Katherine Burger 
Jennifer Cantin 
Bryce Carpenter 

Kimberly Clifford 
Gabrielle Comelleri 

Maxwell Cooper 
Allison Crick 

Logan Dawson 
Rachael Dearey 

David Drummond 
Hallie Durall 

Sarah Ewigleben 
Katherine Forness 

Amie Fortman 
Kathleen Gaines 

Stacy Galletta 
Kristal Garcia 

Jacob Gay 
Andrew Gerard 
Kathryn Gilbert 

Hunter Gill 
Bailey Goff 

David Green 
Abigail Grider 

Madison Gruenert 
Nathan Guth 

Karli Hall 
Sydney Hamker 
Caleb Harrison 

Karlyn Hart 
Makayla Herring 

John Hesse 

Elizabeth Hobbs 
Shai Hollifield 
Colton Hooper 

Gabrielle Horrall 
Rebecca Howe 
Emma Hurst 

Livinus Isioma 
Tanzania Jackson 

Tyler Jenkins 
Hillary Johnson 
Cassandra Kawa 
Madison Keele 

Arika Kemp 
Caroline Kinderthain 

Nathaniel Koehler 
Rebecca Korff 
James Kramer 
Wyatt Lawson 
Morgan Lesich 

Julia Linton 
Melika Madani 

Priyadharshini Manikandan 
Hannah Mann 
Joshua Mans 

Bryanna Mathews 
Corey Maxedon 

Samantha Maxwell 
Maren Milbourn 

Taylor Mills 
Christopher Moghadam 

Garrett Moody 
Kylee Moody 
Cierra Natt 

Katherine Neese 
Olivia Neese 

Payton Nemeth 
Mateo Nino 
Alec Nirtaut 

Gabrielle Noel 
Lauren Novick 
Juan Nysschen 

Chinonye Olumba 
Megan Osmon 
Adam Palmer 

Peter Panagouleas 
Sarah Parker 
Kush Patel 

Robert Pawlak 
Sarah Placke 

Logan Pollard 
Clay Reynolds 
Madeline Riley 

Kaelyn Robertson 
Evan Rogers 
Kelly Ronan 
Mary Rose 

Noah Runyon 
Olivia Sacopulos 

Maureen Schroeder 
Nicholas Scott 
Briana Sheehy 
Garrett Short 
Claire Silcox 
Harjas Singh 

Catherine Smith 
Gabrielle Smith 

Takoda Sons 
Amber Stinson 
Olivia Strother 
Jordan Sullivan 
Kate Sullivan 

Courtney Swanson 
Elizabeth Tarr 
Emily Taylor 

Zackary Taylor 
Jordan Thorpe 
Joseph Twitdy 

Liew Van 
Andrew VanDenburgh 
Meghan VanWanzeele 

Benjamin Vertelney 
Sasha Wagner 

Sabrina Walbright 
Emma Walker 
Anne Watson 
Jayla Watson 
Peyton Webb 
Brianna Wells 

Delaney Williams 
Alysa Woodall 

Benjamin Woods 
Sierra Young 
Taylor Young 
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MAY 2019 LONDON TRIP 

Honors students in Dr. Kevin Bolinger’s GH 301 
class got a royal start to our summer: we 
traveled to London, England, to gain first-hand 
knowledge of the culture and history of one of 
the world’s most powerful empires. Dr. 
Bolinger and Dr. Chris Olsen, who is Dean of 
the College of Arts and Sciences and was kind 
enough to accompany our class, planned an 
itinerary full of London’s world-renowned 
sights. We were truly able to feel as though we 
were walking through history as we visited 
some of the most famous landmarks in the 
world. One of the most awe-inspiring sights we 
toured was Westminster Abbey, an 
indescribably gorgeous cathedral that hosted 
the coronation of Queen Elizabeth II. The 
coronation crown of Queen Elizabeth II, as well 
as the rest of the Crown Jewels, took our breaths 
away when we visited the Tower of London.  
We completed our knowledge of the British 
Royal Family with a tour of Kensington Palace, 
the home of Prince William and Kate 
Middleton, as well as a visit to Buckingham 
Palace, where we witnessed a rehearsal for the 
queen’s birthday parade, Trooping the Colour.  
 
During an afternoon river boat tour on the River Thames, we learned how London’s 
riverscape has changed throughout the years, from a key shipping point to an area devastated 
by the German blitz bombing of World War II to the iconic scene it is today. At the end of the 
tour, we were able to visit the Greenwich Observatory and stand over the Prime Meridian, 
with each foot in a different time zone.  We returned to the River Thames the following 
morning as we walked across the easily recognizable Tower Bridge and its glass exhibition 
walk, nearly 90 feet above the river. We also took a day to explore the nearby town of Bath 
and the Roman Baths, a temple and public bathing structure built nearly 2,000 years ago.  
 
We were also able to feel as though we were a part of some of our favorite stories during our 
time in Great Britain. Although rain made the open-air theater a bit wet and chilly, my inner 
English nerd was thrilled to be able to tour Shakespeare’s Globe Theater and to see his play, 
Henry IV performed. We also rode our broomsticks into more modern literature. We 
“solemnly swore we were up to no good” on a Harry Potter tour of the city, which allowed us 
to recreate scenes from the movies in the exact locations they were filmed.  
 
Upon our return to America, each student was asked to create a research presentation based 
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MAY 2019 LONDON TRIP 

on what we had learned while we were abroad. We were given the freedom to select our 
research topics, allowing us to choose a topic that expanded our knowledge of our major or 
piqued our curiosities. The exhibits at the Imperial War Museum in London caught my 
interest, so I chose to research Propaganda During World War II. As a marketing major, I was 
fascinated by the lasting impact the wartime propaganda has had on our society. Multiple 
media carrying political messages, including Captain America and “Keep Calm and Carry 
On” posters, are still recognizable to this day.  
 
Traveling to London with the Honors 301 class was an unbelievable experience. Our entire 
class is incredibly grateful to Dr. Bolinger and Dr. Olsen for their willingness to guide our 
explorations around the beautiful city. We are so thankful that the Honors College offered us 
this unique opportunity to learn and to expand our world view. Our time abroad will be truly 
unforgettable, as it was practically perfect in every way. 
 
- Kimmie Collins, Marketing major 

GH 301 students proudly representing Indiana State University at the iconic Tower Bridge 
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MAY 2019 LONDON TRIP 

We saw a taste of royal life at Kensington Palace, home of Prince William and Kate Middleton.  

Buckingham Palace, home of Queen Elizabeth II  Westminster Abbey  

GH 301 students and faculty in Shakespeare's Globe Theater  
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RESEARCH SPOTLIGHT: JORDAN THORPE 

 Hi Sycamores! I hope you all are 
having a fantastic start to your 
summer. I am a senior Operations 
and Supply Chain Management 
student here at State, graduating in 
August after the completion of my 
internship. I would not be where I 
am today without the professors 
and mentors I have had at Indiana 
State University, and for the Honors 
College for taking my education 
above and beyond.  
 
In the Fall of 2018, I was presented 
the opportunity to conduct research 
under Dr. Bhattacharyya for my GH 
401 Thesis Project. I spent a few 
months studying companies that 
have been successful in doing 
business in what is called the ‘Bottom of the Pyramid’  (BoP), which is a fancy term for the market of 
people living below the poverty line. BoP business presents a huge opportunity as a market that is 
relatively untapped due to the complexities involved. From this research and conversations with Dr. B, 
I discovered trends that were common across successful companies and absent in unsuccessful 
attempts to reach this market. I then used these trends to develop a conceptual framework that 
provides companies looking to do business in the BoP a way to overcome the obstacles and 
complexities of doing business, to ultimately be successful in their efforts. This research will cultivate 
into a case study to be used in the Operations & Supply Chain Management curriculum at ISU, and 
potentially create the framework for an international trip for students and faculty.  
 
My research project was only one of many ways the Honors College had an impact on me. Some of my 
favorite classes throughout my four years at State included my honors courses, such as GH 201 with 
Dr. Feinsod, where we discussed some of history’s greatest works and their connection to our current 
life. This class impacted me by changing the way I viewed the world and went about my day-to-day 
life. Professors that encourage us to think differently and challenge the way we view life have the 
power to impact us far longer than just the few months we sit in their classroom, and I am truly 
thankful that I was able to experience that level of involvement from so many instructors and mentors 
at ISU.  
 
Although my chapter at Indiana State is sadly coming to a close, I cannot describe how excited I am for 
my future. At the moment, I am interning in the Operational Excellence department at AstraZeneca in 
Mount Vernon, Indiana. I hope to stay here for a few years before returning to school to pursue a 
master’s degree.  
 
Be grateful for every moment you have at STATE… it will fly by all too quickly.  
 
- Jordan Thorpe 
Operations & Supply Chain Management major 
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RESEARCH SPOTLIGHT: LIVINUS ISIOMA 

Hi! My name is Livinus Chinemerem Isioma. I was born in Port Harcourt, Nigeria, but moved 
to Frankfort, Illinois, in 2012. I am a graduating senior at Indiana State University studying 
Political Science with minors in Civic Leadership and Legal Studies. My research examines the 
feasibility and consequences of a government regulated social media in the U.S.A. Social 
media has become vital in the areas of communication and news dissemination. It has been 
abused through the spread of misinformation and hate speech. Since such problems have the 
potential to cause societal harm, it would be wise to have some government regulation to 
minimize its abuse. Unfortunately, government regulation on social media could threaten free 
speech. I was fascinated by this topic because of my admiration for social media and 
intellectual curiosity in politics. It was a delight presenting my research topic to an 
intellectually diverse group of scholars at the Mid-Eastern Honors Association (MEHA) 
Conference. I was happy to have my views challenged and supported by my audience. 
 
I plan to pursue a legal career and will be attending Notre Dame Law School in the fall of 
2019. The Indiana State University Honors College has given me a chance to expand and 
diversify my knowledge through courses and has also served a great networking opportunity. 

- Livinus Isioma, Political Science major 
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MID-EAST HONORS ASSOCATION CONFERENCE 

In April, Honors students presented 
their research at the Mid-East Honors 
Association Conference in Muncie, IN. 
Anne Watson (pictured above) won the 
award for best paper with an oral 
presentation. Honors Council executive 
officers also attended the conference. 
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GH 301 AT CUNNINGHAM MEMORIAL LIBRARY 

Students enrolled in GH 301: Clay to Kindle: A 
History of the Book visited Special Collections 
at Cunningham Memorial Library to interact 
with primary sources.  
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SPEAKER: ADRIAN MATEJKA 

Adrian Matejka, an English 

professor at Indiana University and 

the sixth Poet Laurate for the state 

of Indiana, visited and discussed 

his Pulitzer Prize nominated book 

of poetry, The Big Smoke, with 

Indiana State Honors College 

students on March 1, 2019. Matejka 

went into detail about his writing 

process and research of Jack 

Johnson, the first official African 

American heavy weight boxing champion. As an English Education major, getting to speak to 

an award-winning author was an incredible opportunity. It was amazing to gain insight on 

how someone goes about writing and publishing their work. Additionally, the topic of 

Matejka’s poetry was extremely interesting. He uses a creative, poetic form to present 

information about a real-life figure. The Big Smoke also highlights themes of racism, sexism, 

and general life in the early 20th century. Matejka’s talk was highly informative, and he was 

genuinely a fun and engaging speaker to listen to. I plan incorporating many of Matejka’s 

words of wisdom into my future classroom and my journey as a writer.  

- Bianca Sloan, English Education major 

On March 13, local Honors alumni joined current Honors student leaders for dinner on 

campus to celebrate Give To Blue Day, Indiana State University’s first annual day of giving. 

GIVE TO BLUE DAY ALUMNI DINNER 
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HONORS SPEAKER AND MENTOR: DR. TERI STOCKHAM 

When I got an email from the Honors College stating that there would be a presentation by 
someone who was not only an expert witness in trials, but also a very accomplished forensic 
toxicologist, I knew it would absolutely be worth attending. You see, for me, this presentation 
was going to be right in my wheel house of criminology as well as chemistry and forensic 
science. As someone who was nearing the end of her college career and in need of some 
desperate guidance from another person who was in relatively the same field, I had hoped 
that Dr. Stockham would be able to offer me some words of wisdom. Also, her presentation 
sounded pretty interesting. 
 
One of the first things that Dr. Stockham said during her presentation was that she wanted to 
be able to reach just one student and help them. As it turns out, I ended up being that one 
student. After her incredibly interesting speech about forensic toxicology where she talked 
about the different jobs she’d had being a toxicologist, different cases she’d handled with her 
consulting firm, and some more in-depth information about drug evidence, I was able to sit 
down with Dr. Stockham and really talk to her about the issues I was having.  
 
After spending some one-on-one time with Dr. Stockham, I felt more confident in where my 

life was going to head after college. She helped me figure out what I wanted to get out of my 

college education, and she also helped me to realize that after a brief break from college, 

where I would use my time to gain some real experience in the field of chemistry, I actually 

wanted to attend graduate school which is something I had never wanted before. I now have a 

plan for what comes next in regards to not just my career, but also furthering my education. 

That’s all thanks to Dr. Stockham. She reached me when I needed it the most, and I will 

forever be thankful to her. 

- Claire Seelen, Criminology & Criminal Justice major and Chemistry major 
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COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 

Honors students volunteered with TREES Inc. in April and helped plant 25 trees along 
Margaret Avenue and Ohio Boulevard in Terre Haute. 

Honors Council members volunteered with 
the Vigo County Public Library in February 
to help put stickers in 3,000 books for the 
2019 Big Read. 

Haylee Sigmon was selected as the 2018-
2019 Alternative Break Participant of the 
Year for her participation in the Honors 
Alternative Break in Turks and Caicos!   
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NATIONAL HONOR SOCIETIES 

Reflecting back on the Spring semester, it is encouraging to see the impact made by our honor 
societies on campus. Through collaboration, teamwork, and leadership, Alpha Lambda Delta 
(ALD), Golden Key International Honour Society, and the National Society for Collegiate 
Scholars (NSCS) all made marks here at Indiana State University. While we are sad to see our 
graduating leaders leave, we are excited and anticipate great things for the 2019-2020 school 
year from our new and continuing members. 
 
ALD had a very successful induction this semester, with more than 100 new members joining 
the ranks of this prestigious society. These individuals are all very involved on campus, and 
after a competitive election, four were selected to serve on the ALD executive board for the 
next school year. We look forward to seeing what these leaders will do this coming fall! NSCS 
focused heavily on community service and member engagement. Through collaboration with 
other organizations on campus, such as the Honors Council, NSCS members have created 
bookmarks for youth at school, made tie blankets for the homeless shelter, and participated in 
member engagement activities, such as canvas painting and de-stress events. Their executive 
board will feature two new leaders, and the team already has great plans in the works for next 
semester. Golden Key has grown immensely this past year, and has focused on reaching out to 
collaborate with other organizations to begin increasing their presence on campus. This is a 
growing organization that still has plenty of room for leadership and growth opportunities for 
all eligible students. 
 
Through hard work, dedication, and teamwork, these three honor societies have come 
together to provide unique experiences for ISU students and our surrounding communities. 
We wish our graduating members the best of luck in their post collegiate experience, and we 
look forward to further involvement from new members and elected leaders in the fall! 
 
- Alyssa Ybarra, Honors College Graduate Assistant 
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GH 401 HONORS THESIS PRESENTATIONS 

Sarah Ahmer, Fine Art: How college builds key 
skills for employment (with a focus on art 
students) 

Ashley Angulo, Mechanical Engineering 
Technology: Women in STEM: The journey of 
intellectual women, rate of women in the 
workforce, and upping the numbers 

Brandon Ball, Management: The effects of colors 
in marketing 

Rebecca Bettridge, Art - Graphic 
Design: Individualism in art: exploring the 
influence of art history on current visual 
creations 

Cassie Bice-Dunmoyer, Social Work: The United States criminal justice system: Punishment or 
rehabilitation? 

Helena Bierly, Earth and Environmental Science: A catalyst for a new climate conversation: Analyzing 
climate variability and agricultural yield in the Midwest 

Seth Biggs, Business Management: The automotive buying process: Past and present 

Kaitlyn Booker, Business Education: Impact of differentiated teaching instruction 

Alathia Bowden, Social Work: Anxiety and depression: The effects on students 

Liam Brown, Chemistry: Animations of electron rearrangement in pericyclic reactions 

Gretchen Burkhart, Finance: Can likability be learned? 

Kade Carter, Mechanical Engineering Technology: Addressing the skills gap in manufacturing 

Laura Cochran, Biology: Gene regulation in heart development in pluripotent stem cells 

Kyle Collins, Finance - Insurance: Solving climate change: The value of the stock market 

Lindsey Cowan, Exercise Science: The efficacy of homeopathic medicine to treat ADHD in adolescents 

Allison Crick, Accounting & 
Marketing: Investigation of employee preference 
based typology for adaptive leadership 

Logan Dawson, Health 
Administration: Videogames: The impact on 
society 

Caleb Dosch, Economics: Post-WWII: The impact 
of the Golden Age of capitalism 

David Drummond, Economics: Software update 
available: Using nonmonetary incentives to increase 
productivity 

Sarah Ewigleben, Criminology: Dancing to be 
thin: Study of eating disorders in the dance world 
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GH 401 HONORS THESIS PRESENTATIONS 

Olamiposi Famuditimi, Economics: The world's 
superpower: Will the United States continue to 
lead or will the mantle be passed to China? 

Ope Famuditimi, Communication: Female 
vampires and werewolves in cinema 

Courtney Ferguson, Insurance & Risk 
Management - Finance: How natural 
catastrophes impact the insurance industry 

Katherine Forness, Health Science: Minding the 
gap: Investigating pay equity and gender 
discrimination 

Sierra Gale, Science Education: The benefits that 
the arts bring to the science classroom 

Kristal Garcia, Civil Engineering: OSHA regulations and the safety of construction workers on jobsites 

Kelsie Gee, Language Studies - Spanish Teaching: The effectiveness of TPRS in foreign language classrooms 

Bailey Goff, Speech-Language Pathology: Benefits of equine therapy on mental illnesses: An alternative to 
traditional treatment in rural communities 

David Green, Information Technology: Artificial intelligence and its implications 

Kaleb Guess, Marketing: Recruitment and development in motorsports: iRacing service as an alternative to 
traditional recruitment, training, and practice 

Nathan Guth, Safety Management: An examination of American politics and economics in the absence of 
Adolf Hitler 

Karli Hall, General Studies: Understanding the complexities of food allergies 

Sydney Hamker, Criminology: The effects of concussions in athletes 

Jacob Harmon, Mechanical Engineering Technology: An analysis of the history and design of umbrellas 

Karlyn Hart, Criminology: Serial killers: Born or made? 

Emma Hayward, Elementary Education: STEM education at the elementary level 

Madison Henry, Marketing: Successful practices of the Walt Disney World Company 

Makayla Herring, Insurance and Risk Management: Financial literacy and independence: The need for 
educational reform 

John Myles Hesse, English & Theater: Queer eye for the playwright: The otherness of queer playwrights 

Elizabeth Hobbs, Elementary Education: Chronic absenteeism in the American classroom 

Gabrielle Horrall, Exercise Science: Sensory processing disorder: Perception of sensations and lack of 
integration 

Chandler Hoskins, Chemistry: Irreversible enzyme inhibitor: Penicillin blocks the bacterial cell wall 

Hillary Johnson, Geology: Tracking an invasive diatom in the greater Mississippi River basin through space 
and time 
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GH 401 HONORS THESIS PRESENTATIONS 

Arika Kemp, Chemistry: A scientific approach to 
the vaccine controversy: Chemical and biological 
aspects of vaccine development and immunity 

Caroline Ann Kinderthain, English: Unraveling 
consensual non monogamy 

Tyler King, English & Psychology: The impact of 
cognition on linguistic development and 
rehabilitation 

Jacob Kissick, Insurance and Risk Management - 
Financial Services: Drones in the insurance 
industry: Implications, uses, and impacts 

Nathaniel Koehler, Marketing: Marketing data: Whose information is it? 

Julia Linton, Accounting: Eliminating single use plastic packaging in America: Operational and environmental 
impacts 

Kaitlyn Malek, Biology - Pre-Med: Radial artery versus saphenous vein for coronary artery bypass procedure 

Priyadharshini Manikandan, Biology: Feminine hygiene products: A lack of accessibility and education 

Taylor Mann, Baccalaureate Nursing: Common concerns with vaccinations: Why we need them 

Bryanna Mathews, Biology: Sediment and water quality determination of the Otter Creek watershed, Indiana 

Tanner Mead, Computer Science: The electronic controversy: How video games affect your health 

Aaron Meyer, Aviation Management: Rules written in blood 

Maren Milbourn, Baccalaureate Nursing: The detrimental effects of mental health:  Understanding the 
intricate details of anxiety and major depression and its effects on various aspects of a person's life 

Bansari Modhera, Biology: Benzodiazepines: Abuse, addiction & gender differences 

Austin Montgomery, Athletic Training - Clinical: Glenohumeral internal rotational deficit and its effects on a 
pitcher's body 

Kylee Moody, Biology: The many faces of abortion: Protecting women and future generations 

Cierra Natt, Biology: A survey of the implications of leadership methods 

Mateo Nino, Psychology: The effects of media on the mental health profession 

Juan Nysschen, Chemistry: Stereoelectronic effects in mechanistic pathways 

Shannon O'Connor, Accounting: Breaking the stereotype: The media's influence on the fraternity and sorority 
community 

Adam Palmer, Political Science & Legal Studies: Does crime rate have an impact on police force funding? 

Samantha Paloma, Baccalaureate Nursing: Violence in the workplace: A nurse's view 

Sarah Parker, Health Sciences: The keto diet: Is it healthy and safe for the human body? 

Kush Patel, Anthropology: Processed foods and the obesity epidemic 

Robert Pawlak, Athletic Training: Worth of athletic training services provided by a Division I collegiate 
basketball athletic trainer and athletic training student 
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Whitney Peters, Biology: The limits of empathy: 
Critical analysis of compassion fatigue among 
nursing healthcare professionals 

Josie Rakes, Accounting & Financial 
Services: Social media use and social conformity: 
Investigating the effects on Millennials and 
Generation Z 

Madison Robinson, Elementary Education: The 
effects of poverty on children 

Shantel Rodgers, Recreation and Sports 
Management: Sex, gender, and sport: Fighting 
back against inequality 

Emily Rogers, Recreation and Sport 
Management: Putting the brakes on sex trafficking in the United States 

Evan Rogers, Insurance and Risk Management: Artificial intelligence: The future of our everyday lives 

Noah Runyon, Athletic Training - Applied Medicine: Solutions to the opioid epidemic 

Brooke Schafer, Elementary Education: School safety: How a safe school affects a child's education 

Julie Schubert, English Teaching: The effects of varied censorship forms in educational settings 

Briana Sheehy, Baccalaureate Nursing & Language Studies: The undeniable truth: Substance abuse within the 
nursing profession 

Garrett Short, Communication: Pressure on the press: An analysis of the adversity modern media faces 

Haylee Sigmon, Operations and Supply Chain Management: Evaluating how companies react to 
environmental disasters 

Claire Silcox, Communication: The correlation between changes in women's fashion trends and women's societal 
roles 

Shelby Small, Elementary Education: Why public schools are switching to uniforms 

Takoda Sons, Biology: Personalized medicine: A review of current literature 

Cecilia Soto, English Teaching: Integrating young adult literature into the secondary classroom 

Ryan Stenger, Marketing: Major League marketing: An analysis of an MLB franchise's potential in Indianapolis 

Emily Taylor, Human Development and Family Studies: A critical analysis of Holocaust education 

Joseph Twitdy, Psychology: The foundation of empathy: Mirror neurons and their implications 

Haley Viewegh, Baccalaureate Nursing: Patient violence against nurses: The impact on staffing retention and 
hospital liability 

Emma Walker, Anthropology & History: Two-Spirited Native American peoples: Who they are and how they 
help us understand Native American culture 

Braelyn Wence, Speech-Language Pathology: The effects of dance on the human body and mind 

Phillip Williams, Mechanical Engineering Technology: Alternative fuel solutions for transportation 

GH 401 HONORS THESIS PRESENTATIONS 
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SPRING 2019 GH 401 SPOTLIGHT: MAKAYLA HERRING 

My name is Makayla Herring and I am a 2019 graduate of Indiana State University. While at Indiana 
State, I had the opportunity to participate in the Honors College. Through the Honors College I was 
able to take a variety of courses that challenged me to think outside of the box and to think further 
about my beliefs and values. Participating in this college helped me to grow professionally and 
personally and gave me friends that will last a lifetime.  
 
One opportunity provided to me through the Honors College is the completion of an honors thesis. My 
thesis was titled Financial Literacy and Independence: The Need for Educational Reform and focused on the 
current state of financial literacy among young adults and the repercussions of a low financial literacy 
rate. Only three states require a personal finance class for high school graduation and individuals are 
not getting the needed education at home. Young adults are lacking knowledge about saving, credit 
scores, investments, retirement, and a variety of other financial topics. The lack of financial knowledge 
can lead to poor credit scores, inability to become financially independent, and high debt-stress can 
even lead to an increased likelihood of a variety of medical issues. The education system needs to be 
reformed and should consider financial literacy as a construct that allows students to gain core financial 
skills that are further developed through experiential learning.  
 
My time at STATE prepared me for life after graduation and I have recently started a position working 

in claims at Indiana Farm Bureau Insurance. Moving forward I hope to continue working in claims and 

maybe attend law school to work in subrogation law. 

- Makayla Herring, Insurance major 
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HONORS STUDENTS IN LONDON 

Honors College 
Pickerl Hall 110 
220 North 6th Street 
Phone: 812-237-3225 
Fax: 812-237-3676 
 
Hours: M-F 8:00am-4:30pm 
 
Facebook: Indiana State University 
Honors College 
Twitter: ISU_Honors 
Instagram: ISU_Honors 
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