
March 30, 2017 
 
 
Dear colleagues, 
 
The last full month of this academic year is about to begin, and I know the next few weeks will be hectic 
for everyone. This is an important time of assessment and celebration.  
 
That includes assessing progress that has been made on our new strategic plan, “There’s More to Blue.” 
Goal Report-Out sessions are scheduled April 10-12 and will include reports from initiative chairs on the 
tactics being deployed to advance our strategic goals. These sessions will take place in Dede III of 
Hulman Memorial Student Union. The schedule is: 
 

 Monday, April 10: 1:00 p.m.  Goal 4:  Distinctive Programs and Experiences 
1:45 p.m. Goal 5:  Resources and Institutional Effectiveness 

 Tuesday, April 11:  11:00 a.m. Goal 2:  Experiential Learning and Career Readiness 
11:45 a.m. Goal 3:  Community Engagement and Civic 

Responsibility 

 Wednesday, April 12: 9:00 a.m. Goal 6:  Employee Success 
9:45 a.m. Goal 1:  Student Success 
 

The annual Stakeholders’ Meeting will take place from noon to 4:30 p.m. on Friday, April 21, in the 
Sycamore Banquet Center. The meeting will include a luncheon and keynote address featuring B.J. Riley, 
publisher of the Terre Haute Tribune-Star, as well as reports from each goal chair and a discussion 
session to garner feedback. The entire campus community is encouraged to attend. An electronic 
invitation will be distributed to campus with registration information. I hope to see a broad range of 
faculty, staff and students participating. 
 
The biennial budget process continues with the Senate version of the budget bill expected at any time. 
The Senate and House versions will then go to a conference committee to be reconciled. The General 
Assembly is scheduled to conclude by April 21. I will keep you posted on how Indiana State will be 
impacted. 
 
Last week, the Legislative Spouses Association visited our campus. Their tour included a stop in the 
John Moore Welcome Center to watch an ISU video, a visit to Normal Hall to see its glorious dome and 
hear from Linda Maule about our student success efforts, a campus update and overview of our master 
plan, a tour of the Juried Student Art Exhibit in the University Art Gallery, lunch in the beautiful atrium 
of University Hall and a performance of “Here in the Universe” by the local theater group Theater7 
which recently toured the Vigo County middle schools through a partnership with the Bayh College of 
Education. Many thanks to Susie Kersey for organizing the trip and to John Beacon, Melissa Hughes, 
Linda Maule, Meredith Lynn, Arthur Feinsod and his Theater7 colleagues, Denise Collins, Sodexo, Greg 
Goode, Teresa Exline, Kay Ponsot and Carrie Bose for making the day a success. 
 
On Monday, Cheri and I joined Linda McNichols, her children and several of her grandchildren for a 
special tribute to Coach John McNichols at the Indiana State House. John was honored for his numerous 
contributions to Indiana State University, Terre Haute and the sports of track and field and cross country 
through a joint resolution by the Indiana House and Indiana Senate. Thanks to our local legislators, Rep. 
Clyde Kersey, Rep. Bob Heaton, and Sen. Jon Ford for sponsoring this well-deserved recognition. 
 
Last weekend I participated in a memorial service for alumnus, benefactor and volunteer leader Michael 
Simmons. The co-founder of the annual Sycamore Tricycle Derby during Homecoming, Michael 
continued to be heavily involved in creating team activities for our students through his establishment 



of the Michael Simmons Student Team Activity Endowment Fund. He also provided support for the 
Michael Simmons Activity Center, the headquarters for the trike and tandem races. Indiana State will 
pay tribute to Michael’s legacy during a memorial parade lap at the Spring Tandem Race at 11 a.m. on 
Saturday, April 7, at Recreation East. 
 
On the personnel front, many important searches are taking place. The first candidate for the Vice 
President for Enrollment, Marketing and Communications was on campus this week with the remaining 
three candidates scheduled on April 6, April 7 and April 12. Candidate vitas, schedules and feedback 
forms are available at: https://www.indstate.edu/about/administration/president/vp-search. The new 
vice president is anticipated to start July 1. 
 
The search for a new dean for the Bayh College of Education has been extended. More information will 
be forthcoming. Meanwhile, the pools of candidates for the deans of Health and Human Services and 
Arts and Sciences are deep, and those search committees are in the process of reviewing large numbers 
of candidates to determine who will be brought in for on-campus interviews. The search for director of 
the Faculty Center for Teaching Excellence should be concluded within the next two weeks. 
 
Tom Recker has been hired as the new associate vice president for development. He will begin his duties 
on April 12. Tom is currently the executive director for university development at the University of 
Maryland and has served in various advancement roles for Indiana University, Purdue University and the 
Phi Sigma Kappa fraternity. He has a bachelor of arts in psychology from the University of Michigan and 
a master’s in student personnel from Bowling Green State University. Welcome, Tom! 
 
Searches are also underway for the director of equal opportunity/senior deputy Title IX coordinator and 
the director of the Community School of the Arts. 
 
Work on the new College of Health and Human Services building continues with the completion of 
phase one anticipated by the end of the year. The renovation of Cromwell Hall is going well and is on 
schedule for a June 15th completion. Hannig Construction has won the bid to renovate Rhoads Hall, the 
last of the four towers to be upgraded. Work will begin on that project as soon as the academic year 
ends with an opening date of summer 2018. 
 
Other items I would like to share: 
 

 Congratulations to the Center for Student Success for hosting its first graduate writing retreat at 
Turkey Run State Park during Spring Break. The four-day session was led by Nicole Bailey, 
Donna Selman, Ellie Pounds, and Edith Campbell to assist master’s and doctoral students with 
thesis and dissertation writing. Writing specialists Megan Kropfelder, Amy Harris, and Raven 
Smith also served as a resource for the graduate students. The retreat included daily workshops, 
goal setting, wellness activities, consultations and unstructured writing time. The 14 students 
who participated were productive with many finishing and submitting entire chapters. 

 It’s not too late to participate in the annual Faculty and Staff Campaign. The goal is increase 
participation in campus philanthropic support to 750 donors. Gifts and pledges can be made 
now through April 7 to any area of the university, such as a department, college or other special 
interest area. More information is available at: 
http://www.indstatefoundation.org/facultyandstaffcampaign. 

 The ISU Center for Global Engagement invites faculty, staff and students to participate in the 
2017 Heritage Festival April 3 through 8. A variety of events are planned including two lectures, 
an international garment exhibit, international dancing lessons, a canoe tug of war, a family 
recipes potluck, a Ghanian percussion performance and workshop, and a Holi Celebration.  A 
complete listing of events is available at: https://www.indstate.edu/ips. 
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 The ISU Community Garden will be celebrating its 10th anniversary this summer and could use 
your support. To raise funds needed for new equipment and supplies, the Community Garden is 
selling t-shirts. Orders can be made through April 7 at: 
https://indstate.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_7Q9BRmkUhcezPBX. 

 The University Speakers Series will conclude its year with a lecture by science, nature and travel 
writer David Quammen at 7 p.m. on Tuesday, April 4, in Tilson Auditorium in Tirey Hall. The 
speech is free and open to the public. 

 Congratulations to the new ISU women’s swimming team for earning a Scholar All-America 
Award from the College Swimming Coaches Association of America for their academic 
achievements. 

 The Indiana State University School of Music will present a Spring Choral Showcase Concert at 
7:30 p.m. Friday, April 7 in the University Hall Theater. The program will feature the Indiana 
State Women's Choir, Concert Choir and Sycamore Singers. The choral program has been 
extremely busy this semester with recent performances on campus and off including the 
Sycamore Singers performing the National Anthem at a Pacers game, and the Concert Choir 
participating in a National Festival Chorus in Orchestra Hall and an alumni reception in Chicago. 
The concert is free and open to the public. 
 

Enjoy the warmer weather! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Daniel J. Bradley 
President 
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