
July 6, 2017 

 

Dear colleagues, 

Summer is passing quickly, and another academic year will begin in six short weeks. The first half of the 

summer has been a productive time. 

Last month, the Indiana Commission for Higher Education approved our request to offer a bachelor of 

science in engineering. Our faculty and staff have been working on this program for a number of years, 

and we are pleased that Indiana State will be able to help answer the need for engineers throughout 

Indiana and beyond. The program will provide three concentrations – mechanical, civil and industrial – 

and will prepare students to become licensed professional engineers. There is a tremendous need for 

generalist engineers. The first freshmen class will start in fall 2018. Congratulations to Bob English and 

his colleagues for their work in getting this program started. 

The Board of Trustees met last month to adopt tuition and fees for 2017-2019 and approve a university 

budget for the 2017-2018 fiscal year. The university has worked hard to maintain affordability and keep 

tuition increases to a minimum despite what have become annual reductions in our state operating 

appropriation. The 1.9 percent increase amounts to $85 per semester in 2017-18 and $87 in 2018-19. 

ISU’s tuition remains the lowest among the four largest residential universities. 

The 2017-18 general fund budget is $189.3 million with the majority of revenues coming from tuition 

(55.7%) and state appropriations (34.4%). Approximately $1 million was reallocated within the budget to 

cover unavoidable increased expenses such as health benefits along with funding strategic needs. The 

budget contains a projected 1.25% increase pool for salary adjustments plus amounts set aside for 

faculty and staff target salary programs. Criteria for salary adjustments will be determined once 

enrollment numbers are known for the fall 2017 semester and an assessment of overall budgetary 

conditions has been made.  

Also at the June board meeting, we honored outgoing trustees Haley Gravely and Bob Baesler. Haley 

has served as our student trustee for the past two years and has done an exemplary job. She will soon 

be headed to South Africa for a stint in the Peace Corps before pursuing her graduate education. I know 

she will be a great ambassador for Indiana State, the State of Indiana and our country as she helps 

others in need, and I wish her all the best. Bob has served on the board for the past eight years 

completing his two terms as an alumni trustee. His service includes several leadership roles including 

chair of the Board. Active in countless community organizations, Bob is a tremendous example of a 

servant leader whom we were extremely fortunate to have on our board. Cheri and I look forward to 

continuing to see Bob and Julie at numerous campus and community events.  

The trustees also approved the prospectus for the presidential search which can be viewed at: 

http://www.indstate.edu/sites/default/files/media/trustees/pdfs/017506-presidential-search-piece-

final.pdf. Members of the ISU community are encouraged to submit nominations for the position. 

Additional information is available on the presidential search website at: 

https://www.indstate.edu/about/administration/president/presidential-search. 
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Governor Eric Holcomb has appointed Andrew Case of Columbia City as our new student trustee, and 

Cynthia Powers of Valparaiso as our new alumni trustee. Andrew is a junior majoring in communication, 

and Cynthia is president of Powers Realty Inc. of Northwest Indiana. Gov. Holcomb also reappointed 

trustees Ed Pease of Terre Haute and Jeff Taylor of Carmel to the board. Congrats to all! 

I would like to thank Professor John Conant for his service as the faculty representative on the Indiana 

Commission for Higher Education. John completed his two-year term on June 30. I know the Commission 

benefited, as I have, from his perspective. 

Last week, members of the President’s Cabinet spent the better part of three days discussing the 

implementation plans for the “There’s More to Blue” strategic plan including the development of some 

new initiatives designed to help us meet our goals and the benchmarks that will be used to assess 

progress. A lot of good work is taking place, and I appreciate all who are involved. The updates from last 

week’s meetings will be posted to the strategic planning website, http://irt2.indstate.edu/cms7/sp16/, 

within the next week or so. I encourage you to review this information and provide any feedback to me 

and/or the goal chairs. 

Our campus continues to evolve with around $128 million in construction projects currently underway. 

The renovation of Cromwell Hall is completed and ready for students to arrive next month. Work on the 

last tower, Rhoads Hall, has begun with a completion date of summer 2018. Work continues on the $64 

million addition and renovation of the Health and Human Services Building with the new building 

scheduled to be completed in December. Phase II will begin in early 2018 to renovate the northern end 

of the existing building. The $128 million does not include the $15 million renovation of the Fine Arts 

and Commerce Building which was approved by the Indiana General Assembly this spring. Design work 

on that project will begin soon. 

Construction is one of the major factors driving the economic impact Indiana State has on the Wabash 

Valley’s economy. A recent study by Thomas P. Miller and Associates found that ISU contributes 

$381.84 million to the local economy on an annual basis, which is associated with 4,693 jobs and 

$159.81 million in earnings. Statewide, the university contributes $473.52 million to the economy each 

year, supporting 5,006 jobs with earnings of $194.23 million. These numbers demonstrate the important 

role public higher education has as an economic driver in positioning west-central Indiana as a thriving, 

competitive region. 

The University also serves as one of the area’s largest employers, and I am pleased to welcome several 

new individuals to our campus as well as congratulate others on their recent promotions: 

 Janet Buckenmeyer has been named dean of the Bayh College of Education. She has served 

as dean of the College of Education at Armstrong State University since 2015.  A native of 

Ohio, Janet has a Ph.D. and master’s of education from the University of Toledo and a 

bachelor’s in education from Bowling Green State University. She will begin her duties on 

July 31. 

 Caroline Mallory is the new dean of the College of Health and Human Services. Caroline 

comes to Indiana State from Illinois State where she served on the faculty for 17 years and 

as associate dean for research and coordinator of the graduate program for the past seven 

years. A native of California, she has a Ph.D. in nursing science from Indiana University and 
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master’s and bachelor’s degrees in nursing from the University of Illinois at Chicago. She has 

also done postdoctoral work at the University of North Carolina-Chapel Hill. She starts July 

17. 

 Chris Olsen has been promoted to dean of the College of Arts and Sciences after a year in 

the post as interim dean. Chris has been a member of the Indiana State faculty since 1999 

and served as chair of the history department from 2002 to 2016. He earned a Ph.D. in U.S. 

history from the University of Florida, a master’s in U.S. history from the University of 

Nebraska, and a bachelor’s in history from North Dakota State University. 

 Mike Peniciaro has been named head softball coach. Mike comes to ISU from Indiana 

University where he served as assistant coach. He has two decades of coaching experience 

at the Division I level including a six-year stint as head coach at Wichita State. He has also 

held positions at Northwestern State, Ole Miss, Auburn, Georgia, and Centenary. Known as 

Coach “Pooch,” Mike has a bachelor’s degree in exercise science from the University of 

Missouri- St. Louis and a master’s in sports management from Western Illinois. 

 Other recent promotions include Angie Martin to head coach and director of track and cross 

country, Tradara McLaurine to director of student employment and internships in the 

Career Center, and Stephannie Gambill to director of equal opportunity and senior deputy 

Title  IX coordinator. 

Welcome to our new hires and congratulations to all those in new roles. Other updates I would like to 

share: 

 The United Way needs your help for the United Way Day of Action 2017 which will take place 

on Friday, July 14. Use your community service leave to sign up for one of the many projects 

needing volunteers. The day will begin with a free breakfast sponsored by Elanco at 7:30 a.m. at 

the Zorah Shrine temple. You will also receive a free Do More t-shirt sponsored by our 

university. To sign up as an individual or as a team, email Phyllis Mickey at pmickey@uwwv.org 

or call 812-235-6287. They will need a volunteer team contact name and email along with the 

number of volunteers who will be participating and the number who will be attending breakfast. 

 Cunningham Memorial Library in conjunction with the ISU Sesquicentennial Committee has 

planned a special evening on November 9 paying tribute to Joseph Schick and the Schick 

Lecture Series and the Warren Cordell family and the Cordell Collection. Martha Barnette and 

Grant Barrett, co-hosts of NPR’s popular lexicography show, “A Way with Words,” will provide 

the keynote. Tickets for this fundraising event are $100 per person with proceeds going toward 

the acquisition of a rare dictionary for the Cordell Collection.  Payroll deduction is available to 

ISU faculty and staff who would like to attend the event. Registration information is available at: 

https://events.attend.com/f/1383780379#/reg/0/. 

 The ISU Department of Public Safety has earned accreditation from the Indiana Law 

Enforcement Accreditation Commission. The department is also accredited by the International 

Association of Campus Law Enforcement Administrators. To earn this latest recognition, the 

department had to prove it is in compliance with 192 standards on an annual basis. Our Public 
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Safety Department does an excellent job, and I commend Chief Joe Newport and his colleagues 

on this continued commitment to professional policing standards. 

 Crossroads Repertory Theatre is having another great season with four wonderful productions: 

The New Mel Brooks Musical, Young Frankenstein, Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde, Rabbit Hole, and 

Cyrano de Bergerac. Cheri and I have already attended the first three. They are really great. Try 

not to miss going. Tickets are still available. Go to https://www.crossroadsrep.com/ for more 

information. 

 ISU Instructor Ruth Fairbanks has been selected to spend the 2017-18 academic year in Norway 

as a Fulbright Roving Scholar. The scholars are affiliated with the Norwegian Centre for Foreign 

Languages in Education in Halden but spend most of their time traveling to public schools 

throughout Norway. Ruth will be teaching lessons in U.S. history and American studies to 

students in upper secondary schools and will provide professional development workshops for 

teachers and teachers-in-training. Congratulations, Ruth! 

 Sodexo’s Barb DeGrandchamp has received a 2017 Sodexo Spirit of Progress Award for the 

university segment. The Spirit of Sodexo Award is a company-wide awards program that 

recognizes team members for exemplary performance including “responding to challenges with 

innovative solutions that result in greater performance or opportunity.” 

 Reservations for the statewide Indiana State University Student Success Conference on 

October 3 and 4 are filling up fast! The conference is free with continental breakfast and lunch 

included. I would encourage faculty and staff to sign up quickly as seating is limited. The theme 

of this year’s conference is “Closing Achievement Gaps” which will be anchored by two notable 

keynote presentations. Jane Elliot, known for the famous blue eyes/brown eyes experiment, will 

be leading a discussion on “-isms” and how they can be eliminated. Claude Steele, an 

internationally recognized social-psychologist best known for his work on stereotype threat, will 

speak on the features of diverse learning communities (schools, universities and academic 

disciplines) that are helpful to students, especially minority students overall and women in STEM 

fields.  For more information, including how to register, go to: 

http://www2.indstate.edu/studentsuccess/SSC2017.htm. 

I hope that each of you are taking some time to relax and spend with family and friends.  

Sincerely, 

Daniel J. Bradley 

President 
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