
August 24, 2017 

 

Dear colleagues, 

It has been a great kickoff to the new academic year with a flurry of activities involving the entire 
Sycamore community. The welcome events included new faculty orientation, the welcome back picnic 
for faculty and staff, move-in, laptop distribution, the opening convocation for freshmen, March through 
the Arch, Donaghy Day and numerous other activities. These programs exemplified the welcoming and 
supportive environment our students, faculty and staff experience at Indiana State. As one example, 
many parents emphasized to me how wonderful the move-in experience was and how thrilled they 
were to have so much help. 

Thank you to all of the groups involved in providing services and support to these important welcome 
events and new faculty orientation including New Student Programs, Residential Life, Student Affairs, 
Information Technology, the Center for Community Engagement, Public Safety, University College, 
Human Resources, the Faculty Center for Teaching Excellence, Distance Education, Admissions, Faculty 
Senate, Cunningham Memorial Library, Payroll, University Honors Program, the Office of Equal 
Opportunity and Title IX, College of Graduate and Professional Studies, Career Center, Math and Writing 
Center, Sodexo, Study Abroad, Testing Services, Student Support Services, Rehabilitation Clinic, 
Communications and Marketing, Academic Affairs, Financial Aid, the Controller’s Office, Barnes and 
Noble, the American Association of University Professors, the American Association of University 
Women, the Student Counseling Center, Student Health Promotions, Charles E. Brown African American 
Cultural Center, Multicultural Services and Programs, Women’s Resource Center, Sycamore Cares, 
Student Conduct and Integrity, 21st Century Scholars, Dean of Students, Alumni Affairs, the Office of the 
President and the Provost and others. Faculty from throughout the University also assisted. I am sure I 
have missed naming some units, and I can’t begin to name all of the individuals involved, but I am 
appreciative of your hard work. 

I would like to single out Monday’s Donaghy Day for two reasons. First, it included the dedication 
ceremony for the Reece-Kepner Faculty Garden located on the south side of Stalker Hall just west of 
Normal Hall. Ray and Cinty Kepner provided a generous donation to support the creation of this new 
garden space in addition to establishing a scholarship fund. The garden is in memory of Ray’s 
grandfather, Raymond J. Reece, and his mother, Frances Reece Kepner. Raymond served on our history 
faculty from 1927 to 1957, and Frances was on the faculty of the Cunningham Library from 1963 to 1985 
and served on the committee which created the first Donaghy Day in 1976. In addition, the Kepners 
asked that the garden pay tribute to the generations of faculty who have dedicated their careers to 
teaching and serving the students of Indiana State University. I would like to thank Liz Brown, chair of 
the Faculty Senate, for participating in the ceremony and provide a special thanks to Stephanie Krull and 
her team of landscapers for their great work in transforming this space. Some freshmen Donaghy Day 
participants assisted with the ceremony as well by completing the final planting in the garden.  

Secondly, Donaghy Day set a record this fall with 2,004 students participating by performing a variety of 
community service projects at 110 locations throughout Terre Haute and extending to Brazil, 
Farmersburg, Rosedale, Clinton and Marshall. The projects included neighborhood clean-ups, painting, 
activities with senior citizens, harvesting produce, construction, reading to children, etc. This was a great 
way to introduce our new students to our commitment to community engagement. Congratulations to 
Jessica Starr and the rest of the Center for Community Engagement staff for organizing this meaningful 
day. 



Enrollment is looking strong with official numbers due next week after the fifth day of classes. The 
University is also seeing improvements in retention of students and four-year graduation rates, and the 
percentage of our 21st Century Scholars and our African-American students completing degrees in four 
years is showing significant growth. We need to continue what we are doing because it is making an 
impact. 

The Board of Trustees will be meeting in Indianapolis next week to conduct my annual evaluation and to 
take action on my recommendation to seek state approvals to move forward with a scaled-down version 
of the Hulman Center project. Indiana State is grateful to the State of Indiana and our local legislative 
delegation for the $37.5 million appropriation approved more than two years ago to go toward a $75 
million project to renovate Hulman Center and add on a convention center. As discussions continued 
with our local partners, it became apparent that the fiscal constraints they faced were delaying progress 
on creating a workable financial plan. In order to ensure that the state appropriation would not be lost, I 
feel it is important to move forward with the renovation of Hulman Center without the convention 
center at this time. The project will be designed so that a convention center could be added in the 
future if that becomes viable. 

This will be the first meeting for our new trustees Cynthia Powers of Valparaiso and Andrew Case, our 
student trustee from Columbia City. Board Chair Dave Campbell has added Cynthia to the Presidential 
Search Committee as well. On the search front, August 30th is the deadline for candidates to submit their 
materials to be ensured full consideration. The search committee expects to bring three to four finalists 
for on-campus interviews in mid to late October. More information is available on the search website at: 
https://www.indstate.edu/about/administration/president/presidential-search. 

In my last letter to campus, I mentioned the appointments of our new deans: Janet Buckenmeyer, Bayh 
College of Education; Caroline Mallory, College of Health and Human Services and Chris Olsen, College 
of Arts and Sciences. I would also like to note that Kara Harris has been named interim dean of the 
College of Technology. Kara previously served as associate dean and is an associate professor of applied 
engineering and technology management. Thank you, Kara for serving in this role. A search for the 
dean’s position will launch later this fall.  

In other personnel news, Cynthia Phillips-Sabla has been hired as the new director of the Community 
School of the Arts. A native of Terre Haute, Cynthia is a former assistant professor of art and design at 
Saint Mary-of-the-Woods College. She earned a master of fine arts in graphic design from Indiana State 
in 2012 and a bachelor of arts with a fine arts emphasis from Saint Mary-of-the-Woods College in 2009. 

Other items I would like to share: 

 Josh Powers, AVP for Student Success, leaves for his Mt. Kilimanjaro climb on September 9. As 
part of the effort, he’s raising funds for first-generation ISU students in their last term or two of 
college struggling to pay for school. If you’d like to join in helping him reach his goal of $19,341 
(the exact height of the mountain), you can do so through his blog 
(https://kiliclimbjosh.wordpress.com/) where he discusses the adventure and talks about ISU 
students. All funds raised go to the fund; he is paying his own way for the trip. Wish him luck. He 
anticipates being on the summit on September 18. 

 Our Sesquicentennial Celebration continues with a special reception at 5 p.m. Friday, 
September 8, in Heritage Ballroom commemorating 90 years of graduate education at Indiana 
State University. The Indiana State Normal School began offering a master’s degree program in 
1927 with the first degrees awarded the following year. The evening will also recognize Mary 
Ann Carroll, dean emerita of graduate studies, along with one individual from a graduate 
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program in each college: Todd Bess, Bayh College of Education; Samuel Goward, Arts and 
Sciences; Debra Vincent, College of Health and Human Services; and Justin Woodruff, Scott 
College of Business. For more information, contact Carrie Bose at 237-8280 or 
carrie.bose@indstate.edu. 

 On September 13, I will deliver my annual fall address to the campus. The address will begin at 
2:30 p.m. in Tilson Auditorium with a reception following in Heritage Lounge and Ballroom in 
Tirey Hall. I hope to see you there as I report out on the progress being made on the “There’s 
More to Blue” strategic plan thanks to the hard work of many people across campus. 

 On Monday, the League of Women Voters will present its annual Women’s Equality Day March 
celebrating the 97th anniversary of the passage of the 19th Amendment giving women the right 
to vote. The pre-march rally begins in ISU parking lot G at 5:15 p.m. with the program at 6 p.m. 
Several programs have also been planned throughout the day by the Gender Studies Program in 
Cunningham Memorial Library’s Events Area. The documentary “One Woman, One Vote” will be 
shown at 9 a.m. followed by a welcome by Rosetta Haynes at 10:55 a.m., a presentation by 
Marsha Miller on “The History of Women’s Equality Day” at 11 a.m., a brown bag lunch 
discussion at noon on “Women in Higher Education” led by Mary Howard-Hamilton and 
Kandace Hinton and a talk on “Women in the Ministry” by Rev. Debra Moore-Hardin at 1 p.m. 
The film “Iron Jawed Angels” will be shown at 2 p.m. and again at 8 p.m. 

 Several individuals were recognized recently during the University’s March On! Awards Program 
celebrating ISU philanthropy. Patty Butwin received the John P. Newton Spirit of ISU Award, and 
March On! Award recipients included Lt. Margaret “Peg” Boyce who recently donated more 
than $1 million to the School of Music, the largest gift in the school’s history; Hurco, which has 
donated more than $500,000 in software to the College of Technology; and Tom Sauer, dean 
emeritus of the College of Arts and Sciences, and his wife, Kathy, who have changed the lives of 
several students by supporting their study abroad experiences through the fund they created in 
the ISU Foundation. New members of the 1865 Society and the Book and Torch Society were 
also recognized. Congratulations and much appreciation to all of the award winners.  

 The inaugural John McNichols Cross Country Invitational will take place on Saturday, 
September 9, at the LaVern Gibson Cross Country Course. The Women’s 5K Race will begin at 
9:30 a.m. with the Men’s 8K Race starting at 10 a.m. The invitational will be followed by lunch 
and the John McNichols Memorial Golf Outing at Hulman Links Golf Course. For those who 
want an alternative to golf, Program Director Angie Martin will be hosting a wine and canvas 
event featuring wine donated by ISU track and field alumni Rich and Robin Porter. For more 
information, go to: https://events.attend.com/f/1383780757#/reg/0/. 

 The Alumni Association recently hosted a Reunion Day for the classes of 1966 and 1967 which 
included inducting class members into the Grand Society of Sycamores signifying 50 years or 
more as an ISU graduate. Following lunch and the program in University Hall, most of the 
attendees did a walking tour of campus and were amazed at the changes that have occurred. 
They concluded the day with a dessert reception in Normal Hall which brought back many 
memories for them of their old library. They were excited to see the building fully restored and 
were especially impressed with its magnificent dome which had been dismantled and covered 
up with a false ceiling long before they were students. Thanks and congrats to Hilary Duncan, 
Ben Kappes, Rayven Monsen, Amy Roman, and Rex Kendall for planning the reunion. 

 The ISU Volleyball Team has earned the 2016-2017 Team Academic Award from the American 
Volleyball Coaches Association. This is the 19th year in a row that our team has earned this 
award which recognizes teams who have matched their dedication to the sport of volleyball 
with excellence in the classroom. Congratulations!   
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 The Women’s Swimming Team has also been recognized as Scholar All-Americans by the 
College Swimming and Diving Coaches Association of America for their academic excellence. 
Congrats to Coach Matt Leach and his team.  

 The Indiana State University Panhellenic Association has earned the College Excellence Award 
from the National Panhellenic Conference again this year. Indiana State is the only institution 
which has received the award for five consecutive years and one of only 20 institutions overall 
to receive the award putting ISU in the top 3 percent. Great job by the Panhellenic Association 
and the Office of Fraternity and Sorority Life again this year! 

 Theta Omicron Chapter of Pi Kappa Alpha was recently recognized as being in the top 10 
percentile of high performing chapters across the United States and Canada. The chapter was 
recognized with the Robert Adger Smythe Award which recognizes chapters which have 
achieved academic excellence, contributed to their community through service and 
philanthropic events, distinguished themselves as leaders on campus and lived by the values of 
the fraternity. This marks the ninth consecutive year that Theta Omicron Chapter has earned the 
award. The chapter also received the Raymond L. Orians Chapter Excellence Award for overall 
chapter excellence.  

 Sycamore Athletics is hosting a kickoff party and coaches caravan tonight from 5 to 7 p.m. in 
Hulman Center. The free event features comments from each head coach, photo and autograph 
opportunities with student-athletes, raffles, face painting and games. More information about 
our athletic programs can be found at: gosycamores.com. 

Best wishes to everyone for a great start to the new academic year. 

GO SYCAMORES! 

Daniel J. Bradley 
President 
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