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From the President
Indiana State University

Dear Graduates,

Congratulations!

Today, surrounded by your friends and 
family, we honor your achievement of 
graduating from Indiana State University. 
Years ago, when you embarked on the 
journey to pursue a graduate degree, you 
made a commitment that would forever 
catapult your personal and professional 
growth. 

Graduation Day is not only a cause for celebration but an 
opportunity to acknowledge your hard work and determination 
to succeed even during uncertain times. As an alumna of this 
extraordinary institution, I can confidently say that the entire 
Sycamore community shares in your joy and congratulates you.

Enjoy today. Each person here embodies the impact of an ISU 
education. Earning a graduate degree places you among an elite 
group, as only 13% of Americans have an advanced degree. An 
Indiana State degree remains an essential advantage in several 
sectors in our state and national labor market. Your determination to 
graduate and of career readiness deserves the utmost praise.

As you return to the homes you came from, or perhaps plant 
yourself somewhere new, remember what we value as Sycamores. 
Serve your communities, challenge yourself personally and 
professionally, and most importantly, remain curious. Use your voice 
and the skills you’ve gained here to keep learning and sharing your 
ideas.

While you embark on this next journey, please keep us updated on 
what’s happening in your life and share your achievements. Visit 
campus often. Mark your calendars for Homecoming and other 
significant events. You will always have a home at Indiana State 
University.

Once again, congratulations, and I wish you all the best in your 
bright future. It’s time to March On.

Sincerely,

 
 

Deborah J. Curtis, Ph.D.
President
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Our Heritage
Indiana State University was founded in 1865 as a normal school 
to prepare the state’s teachers. Indiana State is a doctoral/research 
university with a history of serving a diverse student body. The 
University’s strong commitment to service learning has earned 
it the Community Engagement Classification from the Carnegie 
Foundation for the Advancement of Teaching. Indiana State 
offers more than 180 major/minor options in five colleges, and its 
commitment to experiential learning helps prepare its graduates for 
success in their careers.

Our Core Values
Indiana State is committed to these core values:

Learning: We prepare the next generation of leaders and citizens by 
providing personalized and transformative experiences that lead to 
success in the classroom and beyond.

Discovery: We nurture intellectual curiosity and growth through 
the creation of new knowledge and the joy of enhanced human 
understanding.

Engagement: We collaborate with our local and global communities 
to create long-term relationships, connectedness with integrity, and 
a shared sense of pride.

Inclusiveness: We take action to honor the diversity of individuals, 
ideas and expressions, ensuring they are genuinely recognized, 
valued, and lived.

Our Vision
We will be the university of choice for students seeking a distinctive, 
high-quality education highlighted by challenging experiences that 
prepare our graduates to contribute to the economic vitality and 
civic and cultural development of their communities and the global 
society.

Our Mission 
We transform the lives of students through a high-quality education 
infused with experiential learning, community engagement and 
career-readiness. Our students succeed within a culture of inclusion 
and support that provides the skills and knowledge to impact 
Indiana and beyond.
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Board of Trustees
Robert E. Casey, Jr., Chairperson
John K. Pratt, Jr., Vice Chairperson
Cynthia R. (Berry) Powers, Secretary
Kathleen G. Cabello
Robert Lowe
Randall K. Minas
Cheryl Roberson
Kate VanHyfte
Troy Woodruff 

University Officers
Deborah J. Curtis, President
Christopher J. Olsen, Provost and Vice 

President, Academic Affairs 
Diann McKee, Senior Vice President, 

Finance and Administration/University 
Treasurer 

Andrea Angel, Vice President, University 
Advancement/CEO of the ISU Foundation 

Nancy Brattain Rogers, Vice President, 
University Engagement 

Michele Soliz, Vice President, Student 
Affairs

2023 Commencement 
Committee
Christopher J. Olsen, Chairperson
Kristie Bigler
Kelli Cheever
Frederick Clark
Julie Daugherty
Kenneth Games
Clayton Gomez
Susan Guell
April Hay
Jennifer Keller
Ian Loomis
Chris MacDonald
Ted Piechocinski
Susan Powers
Shonta Sellers
Michele Soliz
Elizabeth Tomlinson
Clint Weddle
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From the Alumni Association
Indiana State University

Dear Proud Sycamore Alumni,

I am pleased to congratulate you on your graduation and welcome you to the 
ever-growing Indiana State University Alumni Association family—you are now 
one of more than 100,000 Sycamore alumni worldwide! On this special day, 
remember that graduation is not the end of your journey at Indiana State but 
rather the beginning of your lifelong connection to the University. The Alumni 
Association keeps you connected with STATE, provides opportunities for 
you to continue creating relationships with fellow Sycamores, and supports 
student scholarships across campus. I encourage you to take advantage of 
our programs and events. 

I would also like to thank parents, spouses, children, families, and friends 
for their patience, understanding, sacrifices, and support throughout your 
rewarding years of professional preparation at Indiana State University. 
Celebrate with them in the shared feeling of Sycamore pride in what you have 
accomplished and the abundant opportunities ahead.

As you reach milestones within your profession, experience special moments 
in your life, and if your journey takes you to new locations you call home, be 
sure to reach out to the ISU Alumni Association to share in your achievements. 
We will always take great pride in your successes, and keeping your contact 
information current allows us to share all things ISU with you! 

Joining the Indiana State University Alumni Association supports University 
traditions, student scholarships, and provides engagement opportunities for 
Sycamores wherever you call home. As a new graduate, membership is only 
$20. Members receive invitations to special events, a monthly e-newsletter, 
local and national discounts through the Sycamore Savings app, twice-annual 
issues of STATE Magazine, and much more. Remember to opt for the ISU 
license plate to spread our brand across the state. There is no better way to 
show your STATE pride than to have an official ISU license plate. 

Today is a new beginning, and as you progress in your journey, know you are 
part of a worldwide Sycamore family that is always there for each other. It is 
always a great day to be a Sycamore!

Congratulations and warm regards,

Clint L. Weddle, MSM
Executive Director & Lifetime Member
ISU Alumni Association 
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The Academic Procession
The academic regalia, which adds interest and color to 
the Commencement procession, is as old in history as are 
universities—that is, more than eight hundred years old. 
The academic hood, which is worn as an adornment today, 
served a practical purpose in days of unheated classrooms 
and cold sleeping quarters.

During the traditional academic procession, the gown and 
hood indicate the degree held by the wearer or the one about 
to be received. The hood is lined with the official color or 
colors of the college or university conferring the degree. 
Graduates of certain institutions wear gowns in the color of 
the university. The doctoral gown is faced down the front 
with velvet panels and has three velvet crossbars on each 
sleeve. The velvet may be black or may be the color which 
represents the field in which the degree was conferred.

Indiana State University 
Master’s and Advanced 
Degree Attire
Master’s and the Educational Specialist degree hoods for 
Indiana State University are blue, lined with blue satin with 
white satin chevrons and are edged with velvet trim in colors 
related to the discipline.

 Educational Specialist—Light blue
 Master of Arts—White
 Master of Business Administration—Drab brown
 Master of Education—Light blue
 Master of Fine Arts—Dark brown
 Master of Science in Nursing—Apricot
 Master of Public Administration—Peacock blue
 Master of Public Health—Salmon
 Master of Science—Golden yellow
 Master of Social Work—Citron
 
With the gown, a blue mortarboard and a blue and white 
tassel are worn.
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Indiana State University 
Doctoral Degree Attire
Holders of or candidates for doctoral degrees from Indiana 
State University wear blue robes with black velvet facing 
down the front and three crossbars of the same color on the 
bell-shaped sleeves.

Hoods are blue, lined with blue satin with white satin 
chevrons and are edged with velvet trim in colors related to 
the discipline.

 Doctor of Athletic Training—Sage green
 Doctor of Health Science—Hunter green
 Doctor of Nursing Practice—Apricot
 Doctor of Philosophy—Dark blue
 Doctor of Physical Therapy—Teal matinee
 Doctor of Psychology—Gold

Candidates may wear a black tam with gold tassel.

Commencement Mace
A Commencement mace has been carried in every 
Commencement ceremony since 1966. The original mace 
was a gift to Professor Caleb Mills, State Superintendent 
of Public Instruction in Indiana from 1854-1857. Mills, 
who earned the title of “Father of Public Education,” was 
instrumental in the establishment of Indiana State Normal 
School—now Indiana State University. The original mace was 
actually a walking cane decorated with blue and white silk 
ribbons representing the school’s colors.

The original mace was replaced in 2010. A new mace 
was designed and produced by Mark Joseph Clauss, 
mechanical technologist and lecturer in ISU’s Bailey College 
of Engineering and Technology. The mace is made of cherry 
hardwood with a replica of the University’s Presidents 
Medallion embedded at the top. The medallion is a four-inch 
gold medal with 36 blue sapphire gemstones and the official 
University seal at the center.
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Commencement Speakers

Graduate Student Speaker

Regan Zerwig

A native of Ste. Genevieve, 
Missouri, Regan Zerwig 
moved to Terre Haute 
in 2017 to pursue her 
undergraduate degree at 
Indiana State University 
as a transfer student 
from Jefferson College 
in Hillsboro, Missouri. In 
2020, she received her 
Bachelor of Arts in studio 
art with minors in interior 
architecture design and 
entrepreneurship. 

In the fall of 2020, she started her Master of Fine 
Arts in Sculpture at ISU. Because of the pandemic, 
specific materials for sculpture-making, like wood 
and metal, were too costly, so Zerwig began her 
graduate studies exploring, manipulating, and folding 
paper. As the pandemic settled, Zerwig used various 
mediums like wood, concrete, metal, and acrylic to 
create three-dimensional sculptures and installations. 
Zerwig connects her family’s history to her personal 
experiences in artmaking—focusing on color, geometry, 
and repetition stems from an interest in architecture, 
interior design, science, mathematics, and art. 

Zerwig hopes to continue creating environments that 
exude wonder, beauty, and change while promoting 
personal meditation, reflection, and transformation. 
She received grant support for her thesis work from 
the graduate student research fund from the College of 
Graduate and Professional Studies. Several pieces of 
her art have won awards from the Department of Art 
and Design and have been displayed in exhibitions and 
small businesses throughout the Wabash Valley. 

With the completion of her master's degree, she plans 
to start her professional career at Marian University as 
an art and design department faculty member while 
also continuing to fulfill commissions for sculptures and 
mural paintings as an artist. In her current and future 
professional work, she hopes to create a legacy of 
improving student experiences in art, supporting young 
artists' successes, and inspiring others to make art. 

Graduate Alumni Speaker

Todd Bess

Dr. Todd Bess is the 
Executive Director of the 
Indiana Association of 
School Principals. He has 
served previously as a 
math teacher, assistant 
principal, principal, and 
assistant superintendent. 

Dr. Bess earned his 
Bachelor of Arts from 
DePauw University and 
his Master’s Degree in 
Educational Leadership 
from Purdue University. He then attended Indiana State 
University, earning both his superintendent's License 
and his Ph.D. 

Dr. Bess serves as adjunct faculty for Ball State 
University, supervising graduate students who are 
earning their principal license, and also as affiliate 
faculty for Indiana State University, where he instructs 
in the Ph.D. program. Bess and his wife, Tonya, who 
teaches 8th grade Language Arts, both enjoy traveling 
and attending events for their four children.
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Winter Commencement Ceremony
GRADUATE STUDIES

10:00 a.m.

December 16, 2023
Hulman Center, Indiana State University
Stephanie Royer, Interpreter

Processional

National Anthem
 Performed by Logan Williams, Class of 2018, GR 2020

Greetings and Introductions
 Chris MacDonald, Grand Marshal

Welcome
 President Deborah J. Curtis

Student Commencement Speaker
 Regan Zerwig, Class of 2023

Alumni Commencement Speaker
 Todd Bess, Class of 2005, Ph.D. 2009

Conferring of Graduate Degrees
 President Deborah J. Curtis
 Director Kenneth Games, Office of Graduate Studies

Alma Mater 
 Performed by ISU Vocal Chamber Ensemble

Recessional

Behavior appropriate to the solemnity of the Commencement ceremony is expected.
Please stay for the entire ceremony and be considerate of others in order for everyone to hear and see their graduates receive their degrees.
Silence phones during the ceremony. If a call needs to be taken, please use the concourse.
Signage is prohibited during the ceremony.
Alcoholic beverages are not permitted at the ceremony.
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From the Director
Office of Graduate Studies

On behalf of the graduate faculty at Indiana State University, I offer 
my deepest congratulations on your achievement of an advanced 
degree. This milestone accomplishment demonstrates your 
fortitude, perseverance, and commitment as you set a goal and 
achieved it. Earning your advanced degree required hard work, 
determination, and sacrifice, not just from you but also from the 
family, friends, and colleagues who supported you.

As a student in one of over 75 master’s, educational specialist, 
and doctoral degree programs at ISU, you explored your interests 
and passions deeply. Through coursework, you developed 
expertise in the theory and foundational knowledge of your 
discipline. Through hands-on learning, you honed your skills as a 
practitioner, developed your techniques for creative expression, 
or deepened your learning by teaching others. Through fieldwork 
and internships, you experienced authentic conditions of practice, 
giving you an in-depth view of the professional environment and 
preparing you to enter or advance in your career. Through your 
research and culminating project, you became a scholar, engaging 
in discovery and advancing knowledge to benefit your profession, 
your discipline, your community, and the world.

Today, we proudly send you forward as representatives of the best 
of Indiana State University. Your journey does not end today. You 
will fulfill our hopes as you continue to learn, develop your skills, 
and apply rigorous methods of inquiry to the issues you face. 
You will realize your dreams when you effect positive change in 
your field, in your community, and in our global communities. You 
will make us proud when you become a leader with integrity and 
courage.

Please stay connected with us and let us celebrate your future 
accomplishments, as we celebrate today’s great achievement. 
I wish you all the best.

Kenneth Games, Director
Office of Graduate Studies
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Graduate Studies

COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES

Computer Science
Chilla, Hrutika 
Erukulla, Sandeep Kumar 
Javaid, Maira 
Koppaka, Virali 
Madhullapalli, Venkata 
Morla, Gopi Sainath 
Munshi, Virali Paragbhai 
Nadipelli, Sreeja
Singh, Sumit Kumar 
Sridhar, Dasarath 
Tadiboina, Naga Ravi Teja

Criminology and Criminal Justice 
Coakley, Brianna Lou 
Okomba, Virgini 
Piotrowski, Beth Nicole

Mathematics 
King, Mitchell R. 
Kuhns, Alex Weber 
Pound, Angela R.
Shaylor, Dennis Wilson 
Stephen, Anum

History
O’Brien, Catherine Anne 
Powell, Scott Michael

Mathematics
Ward, Thomas O.

Psychology
Oehler, Ashley Nicole

Master of Fine Arts

Morlan, Samantha T. 
Zerwig, Regan Marie

Master of Public Administration

Gump, Jenny Sue 
Petry, Eric S.
Shiba, Katherine

Master of Science

Biology
Hossain, Tasmim 

Doctor of Philosophy

Spatial and Earth Sciences
Zhao, Haipeng 

Doctor of Psychology

Anastasiadis, William Alexander 
Bazier, Ashley Renee 
Bonilla Amaya, Kathia Lisbeth 
Feinstein, Ari M. 
Kahl, Samantha Rose 
Luckett, Bradley Nicholas 
Musselman, Aubrie R. 
Roop, Samantha Marie 

Master of Arts

English
Blankenship, Anthony Milton 
Farmer, Lindsay Elizabeth 
Hamil, Lexie Nichole 
Nelson, Aimee Suzanne

Candidates for Graduate Degrees 
December 15, 2023
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SCOTT COLLEGE OF BUSINESS

Nicholas, Wayne D.
Park, Blake
Perez, Jose Jorge, Sr.
Purty, Trejuan Elliott 
Ramer, Megan Nicole 
Somheil, Danica Danielle
Somheil, David Michael 
Stafford, Eden Elizabeth 
Turner, Alexa Grace
Vega, Gerica Rachel Katherine 
Vogel, Allison Marie
Wagner, Garrett A.
Zandi Atashbar, Nasim

Master of Science

Human Resource Development 
Colclasure, Stephanie Michelle 
Kakar, Tarinni Sameer
Lewis, Michelle Lynn
Neeley, Sarah Elizabeth 
Syed, Lisa Carol

Master of Business Administration

Acharya, Paru
Ahmed, Khaled 
Arya, Bharti
Basinger, Dawson James 
Collett, Douglas Gregory 
Collier, Carey Amelia
Ester-Bode, Kealy Isabella 
Haque, Pushpita 
Herrin, Carter Matthew 
Lane, Zachary David 
Murusuri, Kaitira Derek 

Candidates for Graduate Degrees  
December 15, 2023

BAYH COLLEGE OF EDUCATION

Doctor of Philosophy

Curriculum and Instruction
Rivera, Matthew
Chase, Carrie Madison 

Guidance and Psychological Services 
(School Psychology)
Olsen, John Arthur 

Educational Administration 
Bletzinger, Jason Frederick
Dettmer, Jennifer Rene 
Diehl, Christen Hillary 
Nutter, Michelle Lee
Stashevsky, David Jonathan

Educational Administration 
(Higher Educational Leadership)
Brothers, Landon Johnathan 
Glasbrenner, Laura Nicole 
Harris, Nathan
Obidike, Uzoma Florence 
Rucker Jacquelyn Renee 
Salyer, Sister Maria Gemma 

School Psychology
Ballard, Rachel Lynne

Educational Specialist

School Administration 
Butler, Greg David 
Cox, Lindsey Marie 
Eskew, Veronica Johanna
Hoke, Jonathan Todd 
Marshall, Douglas Paul 
Marshall, Samuel J. 
McDaniel, Adam
Scaggs, Melissa Bunner 
Simpson, Rodney Lee
Tanner, Chris
Taylor, Taria Nicole 

Master of Education

School Administration and 
Supervision
Cantin, Zachary Michael 
Stanley, Alyssa Michele

School Psychology
Mahaffy, Megan Dawn 

Teaching and Learning 
Boyed, Amanda Lynn 
Gordon, Shena Yvett 
Newport, Sarah B.
Tokarek, Annastasia Elizabeth

Master of Science

Clinical Mental Health Counseling
Gardner, Craig Aaron (degree awarded 

posthumously)

Educational Technology
Ingram, Brian Joseph
Lkhider, Mohamed Yassine

Special Education 
Falcone, Abrianna Renee 
Hope, Allyce Marie

Speech-Language Pathology
Kuphal, Olivia Marie

Student Affairs and Higher Education
Bucio, Mikayla Alexus

Candidates for Graduate Degrees 
December 15, 2023
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BAILEY COLLEGE OF ENGINEERING AND TECHNOLOGY

Master of Arts

Occupational Safety Management
Reyes, Genevieve Dianna Candelaria 
Reynolds, Stephanie Kay 
Stefancik, John Jordan

Master of Science

Electronics and Computer Technology
Hussain, Rayhan
Kodihalli Dayanand, Thriveni 
Punna, Dinesh Nitin Kumar Punna
Samkari, Mohammad Ateya

Occupational Safety Management
Bowden, David Brice 
Carpenter, Christopher Wayne 
Colclasure, Stephanie Michelle 
Dora, Cedric Derell
Foster, Jeffrey
Gleason, Shawn Michael 
Halcom, Bradford Steven 
Meunier, Caroline Julia 
Rasmussen, Philip Elvin
Schrand, Aubrey Leigh

Technology Management
Alsubhi, Hamad S.
Collado Mendez, Alexander 
Davis, Avery W.
Ross, Michael Anthony

Doctor of Philosophy

Technology Management (Digital 
Communication Systems)
Bosek, Lawrence Walter
Woolman, Thomas Alan 

Technology Management 
(Manufacturing Systems)
Bhutani, Yogesh

Technology Management (Quality 
Systems)
Aman, Natalie Itani 
Mui, Joyce Yin
Ogega, Sakawa Nyaberi
Walston, Jonathan

Candidates for Graduate Degrees 
December 15, 2023

COLLEGE OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES

Doctor of Nursing Practice

Bleemie, Ayee Teah 
Price, Rebekah Diann

Master of Science in Nursing

Burdick, Erika M. 
Coleman, Taylor Faye 
Evans, Bradley Thomas 
Gambill, Reagan M’Kae 
Johnson, Tobias Klaus 
Koehler, Ashley Nicole 
Lee, Katherine Adelle 
Lindsay, Valentina 
Lunsford, Adam
May, Nathan T. 
Miller, Michaela M. 
Nicholas, Alexis 
Sperle, Emma Gwen
Teresinski, Kyla Paige

Weber, Kendall Ilia-Joan 
White, Tyler Lee
Wood, Jordan E.
Yadon, Kimberlie Keyser 
Yeh, Kayla Rose

Master of Public Health

Cephus, Alexis Catherine 
Nunning, Jenny Renea

Master of Science

Occupational Therapy
Allen, Megan 
Barczyk, Sophie 
Bares, Haleigh R. 
Bernardoni, Lauren A. 
Blom, Hannah 
Doubet, Hannah 

Fehrman, Kylie J. 
Hogan, Emily Paige 
Koester, Shelby J. 
Lehman, Allison Haley 
Long, Allison R. 
Lowell, Elise M. 
Metzler, Megan 
Moore, Rachel 
Niehaus, Megan
Niehaus, Natalie Jeanne 
Potts, Precianna Brijae 
Smith, Sydney D. 
Spour, Lauren N.
Swift, Erin 
Tabor, Emily
Williams, Elijah K. 
Wright, Jacob Douglas

Sport Management
Foye, Madison 
Hall, Tristain Alan
Smith, Alexis V. 

Candidates for Graduate Degrees 
December 15, 2023



National Anthem
Oh! say, can you see, by the dawn’s early light,
What so proudly we hailed at the twilight’s last gleaming?
Whose broad stripes and bright stars, thro’ the perilous fight,
O’er the ramparts we watched were so gallantly streaming?
And the rockets’ red glare, the bombs bursting in air,
Gave proof thro’ the night that our flag was still there.
Oh! say, does that star-spangled banner yet wave
O’er the land of the free and the home of the brave?

Alma Mater
Out upon the swelling breezes, let our voices ring
As to thee, our Alma Mater, heartfelt praise we sing.
Though the years to come may part us,
Friends and comrades true,
ISU, our Alma Mater, here’s our pledge to you.






