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“Dance.  Hope.  And Stand.  FOR THE KIDS!” 

Dear Community Partner, 

Thank you for your continuous support of our movement to bring 

the best healthcare to kids from Indiana and across the country.  

My name is Dylan Stolz, and I am President of StateDM this year. 

Although there is great responsibility with planning a Dance Mar-

athon, I speak for the entire organization when I say there is nothing we would rather 

be putting our energy towards than Dance Marathon and Riley Hospital for Children.  

As a Junior Pre-Med student, I had the incredible opportunity to intern in the Heart 

Center at Riley this past summer where I was inspired to invest in this cause for the 

rest of my life. I witnessed a young boy, who had been in the cardiac intensive care 

unit for eight weeks after receiving a heart transplant, ride a bike through the halls of 

the hospital for the first time. I watched as Riley physicians rushed to a nearby hospi-

tal to perform an emergency procedure on a newborn baby with air in his pericardial 

sac. I witnessed physicians being brought to tears as they discussed their patients. I 

learned that Riley physicians are truly passionate about the work that they do.  

With this inspiration in mind, StateDM has seen widespread growth over the past two 

years. After raising $17,584 in 2015, we set a goal of raising $25,000 last year For The 

Kids. Following a successful rebrand and a change in recruitment strategy, we 

brought over 300 ISU students together and raised $51,693 for Riley Hospital. This 

broke the ISU record for the most money raised by a student group since the universi-

ty’s founding in 1865. We set out this year with a bold goal in mind: to raise $80,000 

for Riley Hospital  by midnight on February 25, 2017.  

We are well on our way to achieving that goal. Recently, we held a Miracle Hour 

where all of our registered dancers were brought together in a room and encouraged 

to raise as much money as possible in an hour. In just sixty minutes, we raised $4,040. 

When people who are passionate about a cause unite, the possibilities are endless.  

We could not be more thankful to have your generous support in our endeavors. 

Hope happens at Riley. The work that we are doing and generous support from the 

community make that hope possible. 

For The Kids, 

Dylan J. Stolz 

StateDM President 

Greetings, 

Thank you very much for your support of 
STATE Dance Marathon at Indiana State 
University through our Sponsorships Program.   

By partnering with local businesses, we have 
raised $6,700 for our Dance Marathon event, 
benefitting Riley Hospital for Children, which 
takes place on February 25, 2017.  

A special thank you especially to the following 
sponsors: 

 Platinum:  ISU Center for Community 
Engagement 

 Silver:  Scott College of Business 

 Corporate:  Skydive Indianapolis and 
Twisted Fry 

 Sycamore:  Ricoh, ISU Credit Union, TH 
Optimist Club, Symetra Insurance, TH 
Saving Bank, Cricket Box, Boyd & 
Company, and Mrs. Patty Butwin 

Through your generosity, we are able to invest 
your contributions in leadership development, 
fundraising activities, and the Dance 
Marathon event. We are well on our way 
towards our largest Marathon to date and our 
goal of raising $80,000 for the kids at Riley 
Hospital.   

We cannot thank you enough for your 
support. We look forward to continuing to 
provide you with updates on our goals of 
changing the lives of all children at Riley 
Hospital. 

Kyle Varble & Meagan Stenger 

Co-Directors of Sponsorships 

 



“On October 22nd, we hosted our 2nd Annual Oktober-

fest fundraiser. This event was a huge success. Stu-

dents enjoyed food and drinks, connected with other 

ISU students who shared the same passion, a cash bar 

provided by the local 7th and Elm Bar & Grill, music 

courtesy of  PJ the DJ, corn hole, yard pong, and an 

outstanding performance by Indy Fire Collective. This 

event was 3 hours long and attracted a crowd of 150 

ISU students. Between ticket sales, t-shirts, and an in-

event fundraising challenge, we raised nearly $700 for 

Riley Hospital!”  

“We put a new twist on Halloween this year. Commit-

tee members came together to go trick-or-treating for 

the kids. Instead of asking for candy, we asked for 

donations. We wanted to bring awareness to our Terre 

Haute community about the children who may not be 

able to participate in the Halloween activities due to 

their health status, especially those that are currently 

patients at Riley Hospital. This event was a great suc-

cess, as we raised over $900 and spread our name 

throughout the community.”  

“Members of the Riley Relations committee traveled to 

Riley Hospital for Children to read Halloween books to 

the kids. The committee dressed up in Halloween cos-

tumes such as Minnie Mouse, Waldo and Cookie Mon-

ster to get the Halloween spirit in full blast! The books 

were read to the kids from the Child Life Zone, located 

in the Riley Library at Riley Hospital. The Child Life 

Zone is a comforting place that patients can go to take a 

break from nurses or doctors and just be a kid for a 

while. As the Halloween books like 13 Nights of Hal-

loween and Pumpkin Pumpkin were being read by the 

committee members, they were broadcasted live 

through Riley Hospital’s Facebook live stream and 

across every TV in the hospital for the children to en-

joy.”  

“On a beautiful Saturday in September, 18  risk-

taking StateDM’rs gathered at Skydive Indianapolis 

to honor the kids at Riley Hospital by participating in 

a fundraising challenge with exceptionally high ex-

pectations. How high? About 13,000 feet! Each of us  

made personal fundraising goals and pledged to sky-

dive for the kids, if successful. By partnering with 

Canopies for Kids, we were able to skydive with 

“brave bears” strapped to each of us that we will be 

donating along with handwritten notes of hope to Ri-

ley Kids. Skydive Indianapolis also allowed StateDM 

to host a bake sale for donations in order to spread 

awareness of our purpose and the miracles that Riley 

Hospital provides for children. It was a great bonding 

experience and a unique way to be For The Kids!” 

- Kelli Buchanan, VP of Engagement - Morgan Bowley, Director of Fundraising 

- Breanna Blythe, VP of Communications - Katelyn Kamminga, Director of Riley Relations  



What is your WHY?  
We asked STATE DM members to share why they participate in Dance Marathon and here are some of their replies. 

“To help give back to Riley for all 

they have done for several friends 

and family members. They help so 

many lives, I want to help them.”  

“As a former dancer, I understand 

the joy dance brings to others.”  

“I have a few friends who have been 

treated at Riley in the past and be-

cause of them, they have the oppor-

tunity to go to college and live a nor-

mal life. By joining StateDM, I felt 

that I could help give back.”  

“Riley saved my niece Lilly. The doc-

tors performed an emergency open 

heart surgery when she was 6 

months old. They gave my family 

hope and now it's my turn to give 

back to this wonderful place.”  

“I joined DM because I love being 

part of something bigger than my-

self and knowing that numerous kids 

are going to be helped by us.”  

“To make a difference.”  

“I wanted to make a difference here 

at ISU and there is no better way to 

do so than by helping kids.”  

“After learning about the incredible 

impact that they make in Indiana 

and across the nation, I knew that I 

wanted to help as much as I could.”  

“To help raise funds and spread 

awareness about Riley, for the kids”  

“I hope to work in a pediatric set-

ting when I graduate and the Dance 

Marathon movement is something 

much bigger than any one person. It 

is truly life-changing.”  

“To show love and support to the 

families of Riley.”  

“Because I am a Riley Kid and I do 

everything I can to give back to 

Riley Hospital for Children.”  



How Can You Help STATE DM Support Riley?  

WHO ARE WE? 
STATE Dance Marathon is the largest student-

lead philanthropic organization at Indiana State 

University that benefits Riley Hospital for 

Children, a local hospital in the Children’s Miracle 

Network. Riley Hospital for Children serves some 

of the sickest children regardless of their ability 

to pay. Throughout the year, students involved in 

STATE DM raise awareness and funds through 

year-round community and  campus-wide events 

for the kids. This effort culminates in the Spring 

semester with an 8-hour Dance Marathon, which 

serves as a symbolic display of solidarity for the 

children who are unable to stand.   

We invite any business or organization from the Terre Haute community to get involved with STATE DM in 

any way possible. There are several ways to aid in our efforts of fundraising for Riley Hospital for Children. 

Our largest contribution from the Terre Haute Community comes from our Corporate Sponsorships, however, 

we have many organizations that donate raffle and silent auction items.  

 

Some of the items that have been donated towards our marathon raffle includes:  

 Two admission tickets to Holiday World 

 A voucher for a night’s stay at the Crowne Hotel in Downtown Indianapolis   

 A free skydive at Skydive Indianapolis 

 T-shirts and other apparel items from Barnes & Noble  

 Gift cards  

 An embroidered ISU blanket 

 

If you are interested in donating any items or would like access to our Corporate Sponsorship packet, please 

email our Director of Sponsorships, Kyle Varble, at kvarble1@sycamores.indstate.edu 

mailto:%20Kvarble1@sycamores.indstate.edu

