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Description of Program 

The Department of Communication offers students a comprehensive and interdisciplinary 

master of arts degree in Communication. This degree program equips students with 

advanced analytical, critical, and creative tools for study of the discipline. 

This program challenges students to become independent and capable scholars. 

Graduate students engage in meaningful research or creative projects, and competently 

present their work in written, oral, and visual forms. They become well-versed in the 

range of conceptual and applied communication knowledge, understand societal 

and ethical issues in the discipline, and comprehend key issues and current research 

in communication. Students gain an integrative perspective of the discipline as they 

study an array of communication subfields; such as mediated communication, political 

communication, international communication, interpersonal communication, gender 

studies, health communication, rhetorical studies, journalism, and more.

Students graduating with the M.A. in Communication are prepared for the successful 

pursuit of many academic and professional careers. Graduates can confidently enter a 

profession with advanced knowledge and skill, acquire credentials that set them apart 

from other professionals, command higher salaries, engage in teaching opportunities, or 

pursue the Ph.D. among other opportunities.



Admission Requirements

Minimum GPA requirements for admission to the Communication Studies Master’s 

Degree program are as follows:

• Scholastic Requirements:

• 2.75 GPA or better on overall undergraduate work.
• 3.00 GPA or better on overall undergraduate work in the last two years.

• Retention Requirements:  

Admitted applicants to the Communication Studies Master program must 

maintain a Scholastic Standing of 3.00 GPA in overall graduate coursework.

• Recent official GRE score (order from ets.org, using the ISU institution code 

1322).
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Degree Requirements

The M.A. in Communication from Indiana State University requires the following 

components:

• 33 - 36 total credits of coursework

• Required core courses

• Courses in communication electives

• Courses from outside the department

• One culminating experience

http://catalog.indstate.edu/content.php?filter%5B27%5D=COMM&filter%5B29%5D=&filter%5Bcourse_type%5D=-1&filter%5Bkeyword%5D=&filter%5B32%5D=1&filter%5Bcpage%5D=1&cur_cat_oid=25&expand=&navoid=652&search_database=Filter#acalog_template_course_filter
http://catalog.indstate.edu/content.php?filter%5B27%5D=-1&filter%5B29%5D=&filter%5Bcourse_type%5D=-1&filter%5Bkeyword%5D=&filter%5B32%5D=1&filter%5Bcpage%5D=1&cur_cat_oid=25&expand=&navoid=652&search_database=Filter#acalog_template_course_filter


Program Process

All first-year students will be advised by the graduate director.  She/he will assist you in 

your selection of classes, completing your Graduate Masters Plan of Study and other 

needs that may arise.  You are expected to meet with the director at least once a semester 

during the Fall and Spring.

Before your second year, you are expected to find an advisor for the culminating experience, 

thesis, thesis alternative/creative project or comprehensive exams.  Thereafter, this 

person will serve as your major advisor and will take over all advising matters related to 

your progress and degree candidacy.
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Selecting a Culminating Experience Advisor 
and Committee 

Culminating Experience Committee Requirements

Regardless of the type of culminating experience you choose you will need to have a 

committee to guide you. This committee must consist of an advisor and 2-3 additional 

members. The advisor and two of the members must be graduate faculty members from 

within the department, for the thesis and thesis alternative. One graduate faculty member 

may be from outside the department with the approval of the committee chair.

Questions to consider when selecting committee members

• Do you feel comfortable and confident with the Chair/Advisor and/or committee 

members you are considering?

• Do the Chair/Advisor and/or committee members have expertise in the anticipated 

subject area you plan to study?

• Do the Chair/Advisor and/or committee members have expertise in the anticipated 

methodologies the you plan to use?



Requesting Faculty to Serve as Advisor or Committee Members

Taking on a graduate student as a Culminating Experience advisee or serving on the 

committee is at the discretion of the graduate faculty member. The faculty may decline 

to serve for a number of reasons (e.g., area of study is outside of interest and/or methods, 

number of other advisees/committees already committed, other professional obligations).

You should contact the faculty member and inquire if the faculty is interested and willing 

to serve as advisor/committee member. It would be ideal if you have ideas for your 

culminating experience when making the request. This will allow the potential member to 

see how they might best serve the committee. 

Completing the Paperwork

Once the advisor and committee are in place, you must prepare, secure signatures, 

and submit a Change of Advisor/Committee form (see appendix) and send a request to 

the Director of Graduate Studies for permission to enroll in COMM 690/696. You will be 

notified when the permission has been entered.
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Overview of Culminating Experience Options 

As M.A. students in the Department of Communication you have three options from which 

you may select for your culminating experience.  

The options are:

• Thesis

• Thesis Alternative or Creative Project

• Comprehensive Exam

The thesis and creative project is normally pursued during the second year of study.  The 

comprehensive exams are scheduled during the last semester of studies.



Thesis

The thesis is the traditional way to complete an M.A. program.  The thesis is normally an 

original research project based on your scholarly interests, coursework, and/or future 

career goals.  It is particularly suitable for those planning to go on to a doctorate program 

or in cases where you wish for your thesis to be housed in the university library and 

available to scholars nationally and internationally.  Generally, the thesis is considered 

more complex than a creative project, but this is not always the case.

The graduate thesis in an original piece of scholarship that is written under the supervision 

of a faculty advisor.  Upon consultation with the advisor, the student picks committee 

members, usually an additional 2-3 graduate faculty or which one is sometimes chosen 

from outside the department.

A thesis proposal is a summary that details an outline of your work and written in the 

future tense. It includes typically the problem that you are researching, all questions that 

will be researched as well as describes the resources and materials you need.  Usually 

pertinent literature (at least 8-10 sources) and an outline of the research methods you 

plan to employ.  A proposal may also include statements of assumptions and limitations.  

A thesis proposal is required for the graduate thesis and this as well as the final thesis 

must be defended in front of the committee.  A completed thesis proposal and final thesis 

must be presented to all committee members at least 2 weeks prior to the scheduled 

defense.  The final approved thesis must be completed and submitted to the graduate 

school by the published due date that varies slightly from semester to semester.

It is expected that you will seek out a graduate faculty member within the department 

and ask if they may be willing to serve as an advisor.  Often this will be someone with 

whom you have studied directly, or they have particular research skills and interest that 

align with your intended thesis topic.

When your thesis proposal is completed and approved by your committee, the Approval of 

Thesis or Dissertation Proposal must be completed and filed. After the Thesis Alternative 

is successfully defended, the Approval of the Thesis Alternative or Dissertation defense 

must be completed and filed.  
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You will likely begin with a short proposal (500-750 words, 3 - 5 pages) that defines your 

topic and approach. It should have should have a tentative title, a discussion of your topic 

and argument, the questions you seek to investigate, and the contribution you believe 

your topic contributes to the field.  While you are not expected to know all the answers 

before you have actually written your thesis, a proposal nonetheless does suggest some. 

Many choose a topic they first explored in a paper written and submitted for a class. 

However, you get there. You want a topic that is manageable within the limited framework 

of an MA thesis.  A thesis is generally 10,000-12,000 words, or roughly 50 - 80 pages, 

and longer. 

The thesis proposal generally falls with the 6-12 page range although some come in at 60 

pages and more.  This may depend in part on the wishes of your advisor.

You are expected to complete and file the Approval of Thesis Committee form, available 

at the department Blackboard site as soon as an adviser and committee members agree 

to work with you.

When your thesis proposal is completed and approved by your committee, the Approval of 

Thesis or Dissertation Proposal must be completed and filed. After the Thesis Alternative 

is successfully defended, the Approval of the Thesis Alternative or Dissertation defense 

must be completed and filed.   
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Thesis Alternative or Creative Project

The creative project has become more popular in Master’s programs over recent 

decades.  It is an alternative to the traditional thesis.  This is meant for students who see 

the Master’s program as a pathway for a professional degree that prepares students for 

work in communication-related fields.  These students may opt for a Thesis Alternative or 

Creative Project using applied research or producing a creative project.

A Thesis Alternative or Creative Project is not a thesis, instead it is something that allows 

you to conduct a creative or applied project that is accompanied by a considerable 

written report or analysis (normally 30-50 pages in length).  The project is more or less 



the solution to a specific communication problem.  It is carried out by those who wish to 

explore a subject area, and then provide a solution to a problem based on the knowledge 

of the discipline, its literature and theory.  It is an attempt to operationalize a solution to a 

problem that is relevant to the field. The project may be accompanied by computational 

and graphic materials, software products, working models, research and other materials 

developed by the student.  

One of your options for writing a thesis therefore could be to produce an original work or 

works of creative writing. Software design, an organizational operations handbook, etc.

The scope and topic of the project will ultimately determine the appropriate length for 

each creative project.  

In the same way that the traditional theses are written, the creative project or Thesis 

Alternative option begins with a proposal or prospectus. Once you and your advisor have 

developed your project, you will outline your plans for the creative work.  Your advisor may 

ask you for an annotated bibliography, although this is not required.

The proposal and bibliography will then be approved by all the members of your Thesis 

Alternative committee. Most proposals run between 6-12 pages, but may vary depending 

on the needs of your project. The formats of these proposals do vary.

You are expected to complete and file the Approval of Thesis Alternative Committee 

form, available at the department Blackboard site as soon as an adviser and committee 

members agree to work with you.

When your thesis proposal is completed and approved by your committee, the Approval 

of Thesis Alternative or Dissertation Proposal must be completed and filed. After the 

Thesis Alternative is successfully defended, the Approval of the Thesis Alternative or 

Dissertation defense must be completed and filed.  
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Comprehensive Exams

When you select the comprehensive exams option you will still select an advisor during 

before your second year of study.  In consultation with the advisor you will also selects 2-3 

additional committee members, normally graduate faculty under which you have studied.

Once an advisor and members are chosen, the Approval of the Comprehensive Exam 

Committee form (available at the department Blackboard site) needs to be completed. 

In consultation with committee members, a set of coursework will be identified for the 

exam. Faculty will then write one or two questions to be submitted to the committee 

chair and be part of the comprehensive examination.  An exam date will be set after your 

questions have been agreed upon by the committee. Your exam may consist of take-

home questions and/or questions in which you will write in house. This is something you 

will discuss and coordinate with your chair.  A defense date is then selected for the oral 

defense and you will be evaluated on the exam answers along with your performance 

during the oral exam.   

After the Comprehensive Exams are successfully defended, the Approval of the 

Comprehensive Exam defense must be completed and filed. 

NOTE: All final thesis, non-thesis, creative projects, and comprehensive exams will be 

archived within the graduate school and or the department. 
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Responsibilities of Students & Dissertation/
Thesis Chairs and Committees
 The culminating experience of doctoral programs and some masters’‐level programs at 

Indiana State University is the completion of a dissertation or thesis. While the intent and 

construct of a dissertation/thesis varies by program area, its supervision is universally 

handled by a member of the ISU Graduate Faculty as chair and a committee of graduate 

faculty. By way of guidance to the project, the following are the responsibilities of students, 

chairs, and committees: Responsibilities of Students As author of the project, students 

are ultimately responsible for the crafting and execution of the project through all of its 

phases including the completion of a final manuscript that has been properly edited 

and follows all of the expected conventions described in the Handbook for Theses and 

Dissertations and Graduate Student and Advisor Handbook. 

Responsibilities of Students  

1. Use the Chair as the central point of contact for the development of ideas, selection 

of an appropriate committee and development of early drafts; the approval point for 

submission of materials to the Committee; and the gatekeeper of a final manuscript 

for submission to the Graduate College. 

2. Schedule regular meetings with the Chair to discuss the project and its development 

and when directed/suggested by the Chair, with members of the Committee. 

3. Submit all their own, original work and as appropriate to the conduct of research, 

properly cite the works of others that inform the study. Students should be familiar 

with polices on academic dishonesty and plagiarism. Misconduct in these arenas is 

treated seriously and can result in academic dismissal. 

4. Obtain and maintain human subjects research certification; complete IRB and/

or Institutional Animal Care and Use Committee (IACUC) animal study proposal 

paperwork, as applicable. 



5. Take personal initiative to move the project forward and to discuss with the Chair any 

problems that may arise. In the event that there are issues that arise with the Chair 

that cannot get resolved or that are best discussed with another person, the student 

may opt to discuss them with the Department Chair and then the Dean of the Graduate 

College. 

6. Be intimately familiar with the materials found in the Handbook of Theses and 

Dissertations as well as the Graduate Student and Advisor Handbook, the core 

documents that describe what is expected in a dissertation/thesis including ISU’s 

unique conventions. This would include all post‐ proposal and post‐final defense 

steps that are required of students. 

7. Be aware of and accountable to established defense date and manuscript submission 

deadlines. 

8. To recognize that crafting a dissertation is an iterative process between the student and 

the Chair, and at key moments, between the student, the Chair, and the Committee. As 

such, students are expected to be responsive to feedback provided in a timely manner 

if they are to expect the same from the Chair and/or the Committee. Students need 

to also be respectful of the fact that Chairs and Committees have many other duties 

pressing on their time. Thus, realistic expectations around holiday and vacation times 

as well as normal busy periods (e.g., ends and starts of semesters) are necessary. 

Students who feel that they can no longer sustain a collaborative working relationship 

with either a Committee member or their Committee Chair should consult with their 

Department Chair to determine appropriate actions.
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Responsibilities of Chairs 

1. To provide timely and thorough guidance to a student on the various elements necessary 

for the planning and execution of a dissertation study. 

2. To recommend appropriate members to serve on the committee and to approve 

those moments when the student may circulate the manuscript to members of the 

committee.

3. To advise on proposal and final defense protocols, to ensure that students and their 

manuscripts are adequately prepared for the proposal and the defense, to facilitate 

the defense, to take notes for the student at the defense, and to discuss what revisions 

may be needed after the defense has been concluded. 

4. To advise/remind students on Graduate College manuscript receipt deadlines as well 

as post-proposal or final defense time needed to get a manuscript ready for review by 

Department Chairs and/or the Dean’s Office as may be the convention of a particular 

unit 1 prior to the manuscript and/or the approval form being sent to the Graduate 

College. 

5. To be accessible to students for dialogue and formal meetings as needed. 

6. To respond to student drafts in a timely basis. A reasonable guideline is no more than 

10 working days turn around time upon receipt of a draft or a response to a student 

within that 10 working day window if more time is needed. 

7. To be intimately familiar with the materials found in the Handbook of Theses and 

Dissertations as well as the Graduate Student and Advisor Handbook, the core 

documents that describe what is expected in a dissertation/thesis including ISU’s 

unique conventions. This would include all post-proposal and post-final defense steps 

that are required of students. 

8. To maintain their Graduate Faculty Status and human subjects research certification, 

if applicable. 
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1. This issue is especially acute when students have particular near-term graduation moments in mind and do not realize all that is 
required to be eligible to graduate.



9. To either provide the editorial and citation support that students need to prepare a 

final, correctly edited manuscript or to make a referral to an outside resource that 

students can access for this purpose. Manuscripts with errors that are received by the 

Graduate College will be returned to the student for corrections with an email sent to 

the Dissertation/Thesis Chair to make them aware of the problems. 

10. To respect the power differential that exists between student and chair and not to 

abuse the trust placed in them as a member of the Graduate Faculty for the appropriate 

conduct of a dissertation/thesis project. 

Responsibilities of Committee Members 

1. In collaboration with the Dissertation Chair, to provide timely and thorough guidance 

to a student on project development and/or manuscript drafts. 

2. To respond to student drafts in a timely basis. A reasonable guideline is no more than 

10 working days turn around time upon receipt of a draft or a response to a student if 

more time is needed within that 10 working day window. It is also important to keep the 

Chair informed of feedback being provided to students outside of the formal defense 

settings. 

3. To respect the power differential that exists between student and a committee member 

and not to abuse the trust placed in them as a member of the Graduate Faculty for the 

appropriate conduct of a dissertation/thesis project. Members who do not fulfill the 

above requirements may jeopardize their Graduate Faculty Status. Members who feel 

that they can no longer provide collaborative guidance to the student should consult 

with their Department Chair to determine appropriate actions. 
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Critical Deadlines for Degree Completion

Selection of Chair and Committee Members Fall of first year

Approval of culmination experience proposal Spring of first year

Fall Spring Summer

Graduation Application Open 8/1 1/1 1/1

Deadline to Apply for Graduation 10/1 3/1 6/1

Timeline for Thesis Option Fall Spring Summer

Academic Department Provides Notice of Final Thesis/
Dissertation Defense to CGPS 10/4 3/2 6/5

Conduct Public Oral Defense of Thesis/Dissertation 10/11 3/6 6/12

Submit Thesis/Dissertation for Department Chair Review Set by Department Chair

Submit Thesis/Dissertation for Associate Dean Review Set by Home College Associate Dean

Submit Thesis/Dissertation for CGPS Review 11/8 4/3 7/8

Order Academic Regalia at Barnes & Noble Bookstore 11/15 4/10

Final Copy of Thesis/Dissertation Is Approved in Proquest 12/2 4/27 7/27

Timeline for Creative Project/Non-Thesis and Comprehensive Exam Options  

Submission of completed project to committee 
chair for review Decided upon the committee chair

Distribution of project by committee chair to 
the committee for review

Must be given to the committee no fewer than 
two weeks prior to oral defense date

Publication of Oral Defense Must occur at least one week before defense 
date

Defense of Project Must occur no later than the Friday before study 
week

Final chair of department review and approval Decided upon the committee chair

Final submission for retention by the 
department chair for review Decided upon the committee chair
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Student Name: __________________

ISU ID Number: ____________      Anticipated Graduation Date: _________________

Academic Program: Communication Degree (MA)

Culmination Experience Option (choose one)

 ⬜ Thesis

 ⬜ Creative Project

 ⬜ Comprehensive Exams

 ⬜ Other (please describe) (If applicable) _____________________________

*LIST ONLY COURSES REQUIRED FOR THE DEGREE

Course # Title Hrs Term Grade

C
ore

601 Communication Theories 3
602 Research Methods 3
603 Research Practice 3
604 Cross-Cultural Communication 3

C
ulm

inating 
E

xperience

699 Master’s Thesis 3-6

696 Research Project 3

690 Creative Project 3

xxx Comprehensive Examination 0
E

lectives
611 Interpersonal Communication 3
612 Persuasion Theories 3
614 Seminar in Communication 3
620 Professional Multimedia Communication 3
626 Health Communication 3
633 Social Media 3

Total Hours 33

(Electives may include: 500 level courses- limit 2 total, Independent study (COMM 664), Thesis 
hours (COMM 699), and Creative Project hours (COMM 690) and up to 9 hours of interdisciplinary 
graduate level coursework).

The plan of study is approved as stated. Subsequent changes must be decided in conjunction 
with an advisor.

Dept. Of Communication Master’s Plan of Study


