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Dr. William “Bill” Wayne Giffin 
passed away on March 
24, 2020 in the company 
of his daughter at the Bell 
Trace Nursing Home in 
Bloomington, Indiana.  Born 
in Shadyside, Ohio on April 
6, 1938, Giffin developed 
an early love for history 
and genealogy during high 
school, when he also distin-
guished himself as both a 
running back and a sprinter 
for the football and track 
teams.  He earned his B.A. in 
History from the College of 
Wooster in 1960, followed 
by a Bachelor of Science in 
Education from The Ohio 
State University in 1962.  
That experience inspired 
him to continue with grad-
uate study in American 
history at Ohio State, leading 
to his M.A. in 1963 and Ph.D. 
in 1968.  Marrying Elizabeth 
Ann Leath in 1960, they had 
two children, Jill Leath Giffin 
and Ted Giffin.  Elizabeth’s 
tragic early death left Bill a 
widower with two young 
kids, whom his mother-in-
law then helped him raise 

Hello from your Department of History! As the year draws to a close, I’ve begun to wonder how 
2020 will be portrayed in future books, documentaries, and Hallmark movies.  It has definitely 
been a memorable year, although the degree to which we may want to remember it is up for debate.  
Naturally we hope that our alumni and friends have weathered the ups and downs of these tumul-
tuous times.  No doubt many of you have been directly and personally impacted by the ongoing 
pandemic, for which my colleagues and I offer our condolences and wishes for recovery.  For our 
own part here at ISU, our primary concern has been for the welfare of our students.  Indeed, as soon 
as the University announced the transition to online learning this past spring, we immediately con-
vened a departmental meeting, asking the officers of the History Club to come and convey their fel-
low students’ most pressing concerns.  Their partnership was invaluable as we charted a path toward 
completing the spring semester and as we made necessary adjustments to the fall schedule.  

For many or perhaps most of you, this parallels your own experiences, as we have collectively 
improvised solutions to ongoing challenges.  That has not been easy, and, frankly, it has taken a toll 
on faculty and staff, but it has been continually heartening to rally around the shared goal of doing 
everything we can to help students find ways to persevere and succeed—which, by and large, they 
have impressively managed to do.  Your support in that endeavor, whether through advice to grad-
uating Seniors, donations to our Foundation funds, facilitation of internships, or encouragement of 
potential students is always appreciated, and even more so now.  

Yet even if this year has been very unusual, we still have reason to celebrate.  You will see that, 
despite many difficulties, our faculty have carried on with determination as dedicated teachers, 
respected scholars, and engaged partners on campus, in the community, and in the profession.  
Several colleagues teamed up last fall on an interdisciplinary field trip to the Chicago Art Institute, 
which included the opportunity to visit with archivists 
and curators.  We have also greatly expanded our abil-
ity to connect our classrooms to the world through 
digital platforms.  Just as several of our professors have 
appeared as guests in forums around the world, many 
of us have also been bringing scholarly associates to our 
own seminars.  After all, there’s nothing like being able 
to pose questions directly to the author of the book or 
article you just read for class!  

Our students have forged ahead with classes, intern-
ships, and career-building activities, all while adjusting 
to rapidly changing circumstances.  Our wonderful 
alumni and friends also continue to provide amazing 
support in all sorts of ways.  (Be sure to check out the 
story about the newly endowed study-abroad fund!)  
And, not least, we continue to incorporate our shared 
values of diversity, inclusion, and equity in all that we 
do, particularly in these challenging times.  
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Greetings SSE Alums,

All of you in whatever careers you have 
undertaken have likely endured the chal-
lenges of this pandemic.  They have been 
particularly tricky, I imagine, for those of 
you teaching.  We are all learning a great 
deal about distance education tactics.  
Current SSE students in clinical and student 
teaching placements last spring faced abbre-
viated teaching experiences, unfortunately.  
All student teachers made it through one 
placement, but in most cases were not able 
to get through a second placement.  CIMT 
400 students only taught a few days, if that, 
of their clinical teaching experience before 
the Vigo County school shutdown com-
menced, creating a challenging situation as 
they prepared for student teaching this fall.  
Student teaching is hard enough under nor-
mal conditions, let alone now—a real trial 
by fire.  On a positive note, the Bayh College 
of Education earned full accreditation this 
year (2020), and as this seemed likely, the 
college had the confidence to enact some 

other significant reforms that some of you 
might welcome, while others may question.  
First the Praxis I/CASA exam will no lon-
ger be required for BCP admission, leaving 
only the minimum GPA and proper passage 
of pre-requisite courses as the only initial 
entrance requirements to the teaching pro-
gram.  

The state of Indiana actually allowed for this 
option last summer, so frustrated had they 
become with testing requirements overall.  
The minimum GPA, however, has 
substantially increased from 2.5 to 
3.0, following the strong encour-
agement of the national accreditors.  
This is a high expectation, though 
in line with many Midwestern 
peer-institutions.  The licensing 
tests, of course, remain, although 
as I have noted in the past, the 
much (and deservedly) maligned 
administration of these exams by 
Pearson will go away in 2021, leav-
ing us the rest of the year to endure 

their much-flawed exams before Education 
Testing Service takes back over the licensing 
exams.  Overall the SSE program remains 
healthy with nearly 100 majors, though I 
anticipate that the higher minimum GPA 
could shrink the overall number of majors 
somewhat in the years ahead.  Please let 
me hear from you.  I hope all of you stay 
healthy and keep learning.  

Daniel A. Clark
SSE Program Coordinator

The newsletter of the Department of History at Indiana State University

In memory of 
Bill Giffin

and African American Studies, Multidisciplinary Studies, 
and the College of Arts and Sciences. This class also had 
the opportunity to do research at ISU’s Special Collections 
examining the Works Progress Administration/Federal 
Writers’ Project slave narratives.  I closed the semester 
by delivering the commencement address at the Black 
Congratulatory Ceremony for the December graduates at 
the Charles E.  Brown African American Cultural Center. 
In the spring, I taught a class on black women’s history. As a 
project for Women’s History Month, my students designed 
posters recognizing the voices of black women in Indiana’s 
history. They utilized ISU’s Special Collections and the 
digital posters section of the Virtual Poster Exhibit on the 
ISU Library Blogs page:  http://library.indstate.edu/blog/
index.php/2020/04/28/virtual-student-poster-exhibit-afri-
can-american-women-indiana-history-locating-voices/.

Steve Stofferahn published “‘Down Too Deep’: Father Pius 
Boehm, From Reluctant Missionary to Devoted Caretaker 
at Crow Creek, 1887-1935” in South Dakota History (March 
2020), based on his larger research project on Saint Meinrad 
Archabbey monks living among the Sioux in the late 19th 
Century.  He was promoted to Full Professor in August 
2020, and continues to serve as departmental Chair, a mem-
ber of the Student Affairs Committee, and board member of 

the Vigo County Historical Association.  He is also on the 
board of the Indiana Association of Historians, whose annu-
al conference he programmed in Spring 2020.  With gener-
ous support from ISU’s Center for Community Engagement, 
he was able to take his HIST 353 students on a field trip 
to the Art Institute of Chicago in October 2019.  There 
they consulted with a leading expert on medieval armor 
as part of a semester-long class research project on the 
Thurnierbuch (1566), a rich compendium of knightly tour-
naments, rituals, and festivals housed in the ISU Library’s 
Special Collections.

Faculty publications and activities
Continued from Page 9

Recruiting with Style:  History Club offi-
cers Tracy Ortiz and Louisa Lara staff the 
Department of History table at the ISU 
Majors Fair on October 16, 2019.

Reacting to the Past:  Students in Ruth Fairbanks’ 
class on American Women in the Twentieth Century 
engage with one another in a role-playing scenar-
io, with special guest Dr. Rana Johnson (Associate 
Vice President for Inclusive Excellence and Strategic 
Initiatives) playing the part of suffrage benefactor Alva 
Belmont.



fall to secure leave scheduled for Spring 2021.  In March, 
he traveled to Austin, Texas, to participate in the annual 
conference of the Southeastern Council of Latin American 
Studies.  In the classroom, Tim taught a variety of introduc-
tory and upper-level courses, including “The Age of Atlantic 
Revolutions,” “The Age of Conquest,” “The Spanish World 
Empire,” and “Latin American Studies.”  

Isaac Land won ISU’s Caleb Mills Distinguished Teaching 
Award this past spring. His nomination letters emphasized 
his creative use of classroom simulations and role play, and 
his successes in teaching the introductory undergraduate 
course on methods (formerly HIST 300, now HIST 200).  
His chapter “Port Towns and the ‘Paramaritime’” was pub-
lished in July as part of the Routledge Companion to Marine 
and Maritime Worlds, 1400-1800. He is co-editing a new 
book series with Palgrave Macmillan, “Global Studies in 
Social and Cultural Maritime History,” with three colleagues 
who are based in the UK.  His international, interdisciplin-
ary network of scholars interested in the coastal history / 
coastal studies framework is now large enough that they 
have to take minutes at their WebEx meetings, and are 
building a database of members and their research interests. 
They have also started an online, collaborative bibliography 
using Zotero. On sabbatical in Spring 2020, Dr. Land was 
working on a new book about cosmopolitan port cities in 
the tradition of Philip Curtin’s Cross-Cultural Trade in World 
History, and he is teaching himself to read Portuguese as 
part of that project. He is also wrapping up a three-year 
term on the American Historical Association’s Raymond J. 
Cunningham Prize awards committee; this will be his sec-
ond year as the chair of the committee.

Don Maxwell conducted research at the Swarthmore 
College Peace Collection and the American Friends Service 
Committee Archives in Philadelphia in the summer of 2019. 
In spring 2020 he was to give the paper “‘Canada has been 
called their heaven’: Peace Churches and the Promotion of 
Travel in the Vietnam War Era” at the annual conference 
of the Popular Culture Association and two talks at the 
University of Zagreb, but those were cancelled. He continues 
to serve as the vice chair of the Monroe County (Indiana) 
Historic Preservation Board of Review and has graded AP 
US history exams since 2010.

Christopher Olsen continues to serve as Dean of the 
College of Arts and Sciences. In the past year he wrote 
several book reviews and served on multiple master’s com-
mittees while teaching in the Honors and History graduate 
programs. When possible he makes very slow progress on 
one article and a book manuscript that examine aspects of 
antebellum political culture, elections, and voting. 

Lisa Phillips continues to work on her book, The Wonderful 
World of Service Work: Walt Disney and the Advent of 
Performance Labor, and has just submitted a chapter of it 
for publication dealing with Disney’s use of Haitian “sweat-
shop” labor—all women—in the 1990s and the Clinton 
Administration’s “Apparel Industry Partnership.”  Her teach-
ing rotation now includes courses on “Capitalism and US 
History in a Global Context,” along with labor and women’s 
history.  She is directing four master’s students’ projects 
and is happy to report that one of her students, Nathan 
Anderson, successfully defended in March with the assis-
tance of Professors Clark and Gustafson.  Covid-19 prevent-
ed Lisa, Andrea Arrington, Don Maxwell, and Chris Olsen 
from traveling to Croatia as part of the History department’s 
ongoing partnership with its colleagues at the University of 
Zagreb.  They hope to travel there in 2021.

Richard Schneirov entered phased retirement on January 
1, 2020 and will teach part-time in the Fall 2020 and Fall 
2021 semesters.  He recently published “Urban Regimes and 
the Policing of Strikes in Two Gilded Age Cities: New York 
and Chicago” in Studies in American Political Development 
(October 2019).  

Barbara Skinner’s article, “Orthodox Missions to the 
‘Ancient Orthodox’ Lands in Belarus and the 1839 Uniate 
Conversion,” was published in Canadian-American Slavic 
Studies (September 2019). She also had two book reviews 
published in the spring in the British journal Slavonic and 
East European Review and in the flagship American journal 
Slavic Review. Barbara was glad to be back in the classroom 
full-time in January after her cancer treatment. While she 
had no trip to the Russian archives this summer due to the 
Covid-19 outbreak, she continues to make progress on her 
book manuscript on Russian religious policy in Belarus and 
Ukraine in the early 19th Century.  She was promoted to 
Full Professor in August 2020.

Kimberly Stanley:  In the summer of 2019, I went to the 
Library of Congress to continue research for my manuscript, 
tentatively titled Pulling Down the House and Tearing Up 
the Yard. My research trip just happened to coincide with 
the 23rd Poet Laureate Joy Harjo’s visit to the archive. I had 
a total “fan girl” moment which was captured on camera 
and will forever be preserved at the Library of Congress. 
https://blogs.loc.gov/catbird/2019/08/laureate-at-the-li-
brary-resonance-in-the-cultural-collections-of-the-man-
uscript-division/.  In Fall 2019, my “African American 
History, 1890 to the Present” class hosted a Lecture In(vite) 
with Professor Jakobi Williams to commemorate the 50th 
anniversary of the assassination of Fred Hampton. This 
event was sponsored by the History Department, African 
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with love and devotion.  
Giffin began his career at 
Indiana State University as 
an Assistant Professor in 
1968.  He earned tenure 
and Associate Professor 
status seven years later, 
and was promoted to Full 
Professor in 1979.  His even-
keeled nature garnered the 
respect and affection of his 
colleagues, who also appre-
ciated his role as informal 
departmental historian, 
having taken decades’ 
worth of minutes at faculty 
meetings.  His service to the 
profession included a term 
on the Editorial Board of the 
Indiana Magazine of History 
(1989-1992), three stints as 
Acting Departmental Chair, 
many years chairing the 
departmental Promotion, 
Retention, and Tenure 
Committee, and, most 
notably, thirteen years as 
Treasurer of the Indiana 
Association of Historians.  
Giffin retired from ISU in 
December 2017, after an 
astounding forty-nine and a 
half years of dedicated ser-
vice.  Preceded in death by 
his wife, Liz, he is survived by 
his children, Jill Leath Giffin 
and Ted Giffin (Bloomington, 
Indiana), and his many 
friends.  

While browsing the college 
bookstore during his under-
graduate days at Wooster, 
Giffin came across a short 
account of Black History, 
instantly recognizing not 
only that he knew very 
little about it, but that his 
ignorance deeply troubled 
him.  Thus began a career-
long investigation of African 
American history, Native 
American studies, race, and 

   
Though a little delayed, we hope that this newsletter finds you well, and looking ahead with opti-
mism to the coming new year.  We always look forward to hearing from you, so please stay in 
touch.

Best regards,

Steve Stofferahn
Chair, Department of History
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Faculty publications & activities
Andrea Arrington-Sirois:  Like all of my 
colleagues (and the world), this was a year 
of recalibration.  In the summer and fall of 
2019, I focused on both old and new areas 
of inquiry.  My colleague, Isaac Land, and 
I developed a course on international ref-
ugee populations and humanitarian crises, 
so much of my energy was used reading 
and thinking about that topic.  I also con-
tinued research on the topic of emergency 
pre-natal and neonatal care in southern 
Africa, which connects to a long-term proj-
ect I am pursuing.  In the fall semester, I 
gave a paper at a conference in Bordeaux, 
France on gendered political violence in 
Africa, which connects to another research 
project.  Spring 2020 was, as we all know, 
full of curve balls.  In the fallout of Covid-
19, I’ve spent time revisiting the topic of 
public health in Africa, but with a different 
focus than my usual on maternal and neo-
natal health, and re-thinking my research 
and writing agenda now that international 
travel is likely off the table for a while.  I 
am also finalizing edits on a chapter solic-

ited by the African Feminist Initiative for a 
book it is publishing on feminist pedagogy.

Ann Short Chirhart presented “Building 
Schools, Teaching Students: African 
American Education in South Carolina 
during Reconstruction” at the British and 
American Nineteenth Century Historians 
Conference (University of Edinburgh, 
Edinburgh, Scotland, October 11-13, 2019), 
and was slated to present “’A Place at the 
Front Ranks’: Mary McLeod Bethune and 
the Campaign for Voting Rights in the 
South” at the Organization of American 
Historians Conference (Washington, D.C., 
April 2-5. 2020—subsequently cancelled 
because of Covid-19).  She is a member 
of the Willie Lee Rose Prize Committee 
(Southern Association of Women 
Historians) for the best book on southern 
history written by a woman, as well as 
of the C. Vann Woodward Dissertation 
Prize Committee (Southern Historical 
Association) for the best dissertation writ-
ten on southern history.  She also served Finishes on Page 10

Hands-On History:  
Isaac Land’s HIST 200 students encounter medieval and Renaissance texts during a visit to ISU’s Special 
Collections on August 28, 2020.



Adjunct
Faculty
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Jessica Fields, Ph.D.  (World 
Civilization, The Black Death, 
U.S. History to 1865)

Michelle Morahn, M.A. (Indiana 
History, U.S. History to 1865, 
Making Modern America)

Eric Petenbrink, M.A.  (Civil Rights 
Movement, Gay and Lesbian 
Rights Movement, American 
Environmentalism)
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Robert Campbell (Wabash), 
Elizabeth Cline (Dallas), Ryan 
Connelly (Cedarville), Bryce 
Crane (ISU), Marcel Gonzales 
(IU-Northwest), Anna Hall (Ohio 
State), Michelle Hunter (ISU)

Coy Hupfeld (Iowa State), Helena 
Jancosek (IU), Laura Jenkins 
(Southern California), Ellie 
Johnson (Western Kentucky), 
Jason Long (Longwood), Mallory 
McBride (Purdue), Robin Middleton 
(Northern Kentucky), Daniel 
Morton-Bentley (Skidmore)

Chad Newsome (IU-Kokomo), 
Zachary Purdue (ISU), Cortney 
Robbins (Ball State), James Sadoski 
(Winona State), Meghan Schwend 
(Arizona State), Shane Smith (ISU), 
Alicia Tonsfeldt (Wayne State), 
Jennifer Wheeler (Murray State), 
Eric Wilson (ISU)

Continued on Page 8
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Graduate
Students

very well. They even uncovered the title of a 
new chapter Lee wrote for the forthcoming 
paperback edition. Spring 2020 students in 
Ruth’s “American Women in the Twentieth 
Century” class played a Reacting to the Past 
game about suffrage and the labor move-
ment in the Progressive Era. For the first 
time, members of OLLI (Osher Lifelong 
Learning Institute) joined the class to play 
various roles. Last fall, Ruth was excited 
to teach a new course on the history of 
American Health Policy, which she will 
teach again this spring, with some pandem-
ic-inspired changes. 

Chris Fischer has continued in his role 
as an Associate Dean in the College of 
Arts and Sciences. As Associate Dean he 
works on issues related to career readiness, 
recruiting, alumni development, and devel-
oping curriculum. He recently published a 
book chapter titled “The Future of Alsace: 
The French Case to the Americans” in 
Communication and the First World War 
(Routledge, 2020). He also serves on the 
advisory board at the CANDLES Museum.

Anne Foster:  While at the moment the 
rush to teach online and work to help 
students with that abrupt and unwelcome 
transition looms largest in my memory, 
the highlight of this past academic year 
was definitely the five weeks I spent as an 
invited scholar at the Roosevelt Institute for 
American Studies (RIAS) in Middelburg, 
the Netherlands. My main responsibility 
was just to work on my book, and I did get 
a lot of writing done. But I also gave a talk 
at Leiden University, conducted a master 
class for graduate students in American 
Studies from all over the Netherlands, 
and helped facilitate the RIAS bi-annual 
graduate student conference.  I also pub-
lished a book chapter titled “Medicine to 
Drug: Opium’s Transimperial Journey” 
in Kristin Hoganson and Jay Sexton’s 
Crossing Empires: Taking U.S. History into 
Transimperial Terrain (Duke University 
Press, 2020).  I continue to serve as co-ed-
itor of Diplomatic History, the journal 
published by the Society for Historians of 
American Foreign Relations, and as vice-

chair of the Institutional Review Board at 
ISU.

James Gustafson is continuing to teach 
a wide variety of courses in Middle East 
and Environmental History at Indiana 
State.  He is writing his second book, 
The Lion and the Sun: Nature and the 
Formation of Modern Iran, which will be 
published by Bloomsbury Press in 2022.  
He is also senior editor for an encyclope-
dia project with Oxford University Press 
titled the Oxford Research Encyclopedia of 
Asian Commercial History.  James is also 
very active in professional service.  He is 
Treasurer and a member of the Executive 
Committee for the Association for Iranian 
Studies.  In Spring 2020, he chaired the 
search committee to identify a new Editor-
in-Chief of the association’s flagship jour-
nal, Iranian Studies.  He also chairs the 
International Studies program at ISU and 
serves on the Executive Committee of the 
Faculty Senate.

For a week in October 2019, Colleen M. 
Haas was Artist in Residence in the Music 
Department at Winona State University in 
Minnesota. While there, she tutored per-
cussion students in Afro-Brazilian percus-
sion traditions, gave a guest lecture for the 
World Music class, and provided a formal 
presentation at their departmental forum 
sharing her experience of overseas music 
study and research with music majors. The 
residency culminated with a concert of 
Afro-Brazilian music for the community, 
performing with Percussion Instructor 
Dr. Rich MacDonald and WSU students 
as part of the International Music Series. 
In addition, Colleen received the 2019 
Foundational Studies Teaching Award in 
recognition of Teaching Excellence in the 
Foundational Studies Program—her second 
teaching award since joining the ISU facul-
ty.

The 2019-20 academic year followed the 
completion of a number of research proj-
ects for Timothy Hawkins and set the 
stage for future scholarship.  He completed 
a successful sabbatical application in the 

Degrees
Master’s in History
Anthony Baker
Nathan Anderson
Daniel Derda
Colette Guerdet
Shelby Hall 
Trenton Lucas
Beth Mendenhall
Samantha Stearns

Bachelor’s in History
Stephanie Bellovary
Kirsten Campbell
Jesse Crosby
Casey Felty
Tristan Hayslip
David Vickers

Bachelor’s in Social Studies 
Education
John Akers
Tanner Angel
Kyle Ellrod
Wyatt Morgan
Haley Morris
Hannah Pack
Wende Personette
Brandon Roberson
Christina Sutherland
Elaina Thomas
Miranda Whitted

on the graduate committees for Colette 
Guerdet, Jason Long, and Beth Mendenhall.

Dan Clark has finally finished writing the 
first volume of the Indiana State University 
Sesquicentennial History (Founding Era 
through 1945), and is frantically trying 
to tidy up and edit the manuscript before 
sending off to Indiana University Press with 
which he signed a publishing contract earli-
er this year.  He is on sabbatical during the 
fall semester, allowing him to jump-start 
the research and writing process for the 
second volume.  A substantial portion of 
research for the second volume has already 
been done, thanks to research assistant 
Crystal Reynolds, who performed scores 
of interviews and collected many relevant 
documents for the project relating primarily 
to this second volume, for which she will be 
listed as a co-author.  Still, many more doc-
uments must be examined and the inter-
views reviewed and noted carefully.  Dan 
made a conscious decision to avoid as many 
distractions as possible while trying to com-
plete the book manuscript on ISU, which 
included attending conferences and submit-
ting articles, although he did publish a dou-
ble book review in the American Historical 
Review and reviewed a submitted book 
manuscript for a university press.  He also 
gave several presentations, including “The 
Challenges of War and the Modern Age: 
Indiana State Normal School during the 
First World War and the Early Twenties” as 
part of the larger “America at a Crossroads” 
series sponsored by the College of Arts and 
Sciences, the Swope Art Museum, the Debs 
Museum, the Vigo County Public Library, 
and the Vigo County Historical Society.  
On the teaching front, Dan taught his first 
graduate research seminar (all online now), 
which proved very satisfying, although also 
highly time-consuming at certain points in 
the semester.  Top-to-bottom, the graduate 
students in the seminar were strong and the 
topics interesting.  They were a pleasure to 
instruct, and he learned a great deal from 
the experience.

Terry Clark was happy to host AFRI alum-
na Katie Jackson-Lindsay, an Indianapolis 
attorney, as a guest speaker in his AFRI 212 
classes in the Fall 2019 semester.  He was 
also pleased to serve as a faculty represen-
tative at a football recruiting breakfast, and 

continues to be involved in university com-
munity engagement activities as a board 
member of both the Baptist Collegiate 
Ministries and United Campus Ministries.

Taylor Easum:  In 2019, I arrived at ISU 
excited to teach classes on Asian and Global 
history, and to continue my research on 
urban history in Asia. I prepared and taught 
three new courses, including a Foundational 
Studies course titled “China’s Empire, Then 
and Now,” which explores how students can 
use history to understand China’s changing 
and expanding role in the world today. The 
other two courses focused on Asian History 
more broadly:  History of Modern Asia 
and Asian Nationalisms. All three courses 
were exciting to teach in the midst of recent 
events such as pro-democracy protests in 
Hong Kong and escalating tensions in the 
South China Sea, not to mention the coro-
navirus outbreak. In addition, in my capac-
ity as chair of the Council on Thai Studies 
in 2019, I organized and led a very success-
ful COTS conference in October, held at 
UW-Madison.  Finally, after arriving at ISU, 
I published an article in the Kyoto Review 
of Southeast Asia (March 2020) called 
“Local Identity, National Politics, and World 
Heritage in Northern Thailand,” where I 
argue that the push to inscribe the north-
ern Thai city of Chiang Mai on UNESCO’s 
World Heritage list is at least partially a 
way for local activists to assert control over 
their identity and heritage in an otherwise 
undemocratic context.

Ruth Fairbanks continues to serve as the 
co-coordinator of ISU’s Gender Studies 
program. She mourned the cancellation 
of Spring 2020’s Women’s History Month 
Colloquium when we left campus in March. 
It was going to be a great one. This year she 
is working on some virtual programming. 
This past year, Ruth brought the authors 
of a couple assigned books to visit with the 
classes that read them. Last spring, ISU 
alumnus Jared Yates Sexton visited classes 
that read his book, The Man They Wanted 
Me to Be, and spoke at ISU’s Human 
Rights Day. Last month, Erika Lee, author 
of America for Americans: A History of 
Xenophobia in the United States, joined the 
“Immigrant America” history class through 
a Zoom session. Students had some really 
good questions for her and represented ISU 

Colleen Haas and Lisa Phillips are 
presented with the inaugural Teaching 
Excellence in the Foundational 
Studies Program Awards in October 
2019 by Brian Kilp, representing the 
University College Council.



This newsletter update is being written in a particularly tumul-
tuous time.  2020 has highlighted the need and importance of 
African American Studies and Black Studies programs at college 
campuses around the country.  The Covid-19 pandemic has 
particularly burdened Black communities across the United 
States, and the murders of Ahmaud Arbery, George Floyd, and 
Breonna Taylor brought systemic racism, racial inequality, and 
violence against Black and Brown people into the forefront of 
public discourse.  Of course, historians and scholars of African 
American history know that the racism, oppression, violence, 
and health inequalities were nothing new.  The deaths of Arbery, 
Floyd, Taylor, and the struggles of communities hit especially 
hard by Covid-19 do not represent a blip in time, but rather 
remind us of the long history of violence, oppression, inequality, 
and racism in the United States.  Looking beyond the U.S., head-
lines from Africa and the Diaspora also catch our eye:  protests 
in Nigeria, African emigrants trying to leave the continent in 
droves, successful public health responses to Covid-19 around 
Africa, Brazil’s struggle to contain the pandemic, Caribbean 
islands battered by a relentless hurricane season.  In this moment, 
the African and African American Studies Program sees how 
crucial our teaching and research is in helping students and our 
community make sense of what is happening in the U.S., Africa, 
and the African Diaspora.  While all these headlines may seem 
late-breaking to many, our faculty and students know that what 
we are seeing today is part of a longer, complicated history.  In 
the coming years, AFRI will continue to amplify the stories and 
scholarship that help untangle these complex histories.  

The 2019-2020 academic year was a busy one for AFRI, with sev-
eral events highlighting the work of our core faculty and affiliates 
around campus.  In the Fall 2019 semester, we were delighted 
by the generous gift made by Roger and Dawn Glickson of their  
collection of African Masks from Zaire (now the Democratic 
Republic of Congo).  AFRI, the Department of History, and 
the Permanent Art Collection housed in the Cunningham 
Memorial Library worked together to get the collection safely 
to campus and will collaborate on an exhibition of the artwork.  
We welcomed back AFRI graduate Katie Jackson-Lindsay, now 
a successful attorney in Indianapolis, as part of our Alumni 
Speaker Series.  Jackson-Lindsay spoke with a group of AFRI and 
History students about her time at ISU and how her academic 
background prepared her for her legal career.  In November, Dr. 
Kimberly Stanley hosted Indiana University professor Jakobi 
Williams, who guest lectured in Dr. Stanley’s class, joined stu-
dents for lunch at the Charles E. Brown African American 
Cultural Center, and then gave a public lecture on the fiftieth 
anniversary of the assassination of Fred Hampton.  We ended the 
semester with one of AFRI’s most popular events, the music and 
dance recital of Dr. Colleen Haas’s African Music class.   

The Spring 2020 semester started with the annual Martin Luther 
King Jr. memorial banquet.  The AFRI/HIST table at the event 

included students and faculty who joined in the celebration of 
King’s life and legacy.  In February 2020, AFRI hosted a Black 
History Month reception, welcoming students, faculty, and 
administrators to the AFRI suite to meet some of our current 
students.  Although those were the only in-person events to take 
place before the university moved to remote operations, our fac-
ulty and students kept busy in the late spring and early summer 
serving the campus community in multiple ways.  ISU hosted 
its first Juneteenth Celebration, a virtual gathering of hundreds 
of people from campus teaching about the history of Juneteenth 
and leading a celebration of the day.  Dr. Adeyemi Doss led the 
Libation Ceremony that opened the ceremony and then he joined 
Dr. Ann Chirhart in providing a history of Juneteenth. Dean 
Chris Olsen gave opening remarks and Dr. Arrington-Sirois and 
Dr. Stofferahn shared information about the AFRI program.  This 
was a special event and will hopefully become an annual celebra-
tion organized by the university.  Reverend Terry Clark was busy 
throughout the summer, educating activists and helping organize 
local events to address systemic racism and racial inequalities, 
and was featured on local media many times.  Dr. Stanley and Dr. 
Doss provided support and education to ISU students via virtual 
town hall discussions held during the summer months.  AFRI 
faculty and students were and continue to be involved in discus-
sions among ISU faculty, staff, and administrators about how 
to address institutionalized racism and build a stronger, more 
inclusive community.  Dr. Lisa Phillips serves on an ad-hoc com-
mittee formed late in the summer to create programming for the 
campus community, helping organize an event about redlining in 
the U.S. in which Reverend Clark was a featured speaker.  AFRI 
faculty will continue to work with collaborators around campus 
and in the Terre Haute community to develop programming and 
courses that reflect not just this moment in time, but the long 
history of systemic racism, racial inequality, and violence in our 
country.  We thank you for your continued support.

Andrea Arrington-Sirois
AFRI Program Chair
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Graduate
Program

The Graduate Program is doing 
quite well.  It continues to field 
a number of high-quality appli-
cants, having admitted thirteen 
new students over the 2019-
2020 academic year.  Last year 
we saw five students graduate.  
These were among the first 
cohort of part-time students, 
mostly working professionals, 
who generally take between 
three and four years to com-
plete the degree.  The program 
has successfully adjusted to 
these changes.  Barbara Skinner 
(Graduate Program Coordinator) 
and I have been working closely 
with the departmental Graduate 
Committee to ensure that the 
program is meeting the students’ 
needs while maintaining the 
rigor the department values.  

The master’s papers the latest 
graduates produced are a testa-
ment to these efforts.  They were 
well-researched, well-written, 
and successfully defended in 
the traditional format, albeit 
through the conference room’s 
monitor.   Anne Foster is now 
teaching the revised “HIST 600: 
History Method and Theory” to 
incoming students as a way to 
ensure that they learn the basics:  
how to identify a historical argu-
ment, write a good book review, 
locate archival and secondary 
sources, conduct research, along 
with some theory.  The course 
is designed to help students 
succeed in their subsequent 
courses and allow the faculty 
teaching them to jump in with 
analysis and content sooner.  
The Graduate Committee also 
hopes the course will help build 
a cohort effect for incoming stu-
dents.

Lisa Phillips 
Graduate Committee Chair

$250,000 Gift Endows Study-Abroad Fund
Sandy Senior-Dauer’s first trip abroad changed her 
life. After graduating from Indiana State University 
with bachelor’s and master’s degrees in social 
studies, Senior-Dauer found her passion for travel 
and never looked back.  “I never wanted to spend 
free time doing much else,” Senior-Dauer said. 
“Experiencing is vital to learning.”  Senior-Dauer 
and her husband, Keith Dauer, have traveled to 
more than 95 countries to date. Both served as 
educators who taught social studies at the college 
and secondary levels for more than three decades.  
The couple is sharing their eagerness for explora-
tion with a $250,000 gift commitment to create the 
Sandy Senior-Dauer and Keith Dauer Department 
of History Study-Abroad Scholarship. 

 “Keith and I hope that a number of ISU students 
will be able to travel each year and follow their 
dreams,” Senior-Dauer said. “Travel broadens per-
spectives, challenges preconceived notions and brings amazing serendipities. We want to help students 
get an early start in experiencing a broader appreciation of the world while spreading understanding 
and respect for American culture and values.”  The scholarship endowment will support students and 
faculty in the Department of History, providing support for academic and cultural learning experienc-
es through travel experiences.  

“Study abroad is central to the College of Arts and Sciences, and remains one of our three strategic pri-
orities. Among our students who study abroad, history majors are some of the most frequent. They are 
inherently interested in world cultures, and international, cultural literacy is central to the curriculum 
and the discipline,” said Chris Olsen, dean of the College of Arts and Sciences. “This incredibly gener-
ous gift will allow us to support many more students to have these life-changing experiences. We’re so 
grateful, and so excited, to put this gift into action.”  

Beginning in 2021, the Dauers’ gift will help sup-
port students participating in traditional semes-
ter-long study-abroad programs, faculty-led trips 
abroad, and other short-term domestic and abroad 
travel study trips. The scholarship is available to 
students pursuing majors or minors in history, 
African and African American studies, and social 
studies education. “Going abroad is a great adven-
ture. It’s vitally important for students of history to 
travel as widely as they can,” said Steve Stofferahn, 
chair of ISU’s Department of History. “We want 
our graduates to be the ones their future co-work-
ers rely on to get to the heart of a problem and 
articulate a solution.  Studying abroad, especially 
for a sustained period of time, not only broadens 
your sense of perspective and context, but also 
connects you to the past through special spaces 
and places. That can make all the difference in the 
world when studying history.”

By Kim Kunz, ISU Foundation

African & African American Studies Program Developments

Sharing Musical Expertise:  With the help of student performers, 
Colleen Haas gives a concert of Afro-Brazilian music at Winona State 
University’s International Music Series in October 2019.

Keith Dauer and Sandy Senior-Dauer

International Connections: Anne Foster visits the De 
Seismolen windmill in Middelburg (built 1728, restored 
1954) during her time she spent as an invited scholar at 
the Roosevelt Institute for American Studies (RIAS) in the 
Netherlands in Fall 2019.



Awards
Each spring, awards and scholarships were given to 
outstanding History, AFRI, and SSE majors.  Last year’s 
recipients are: 

Outstanding Graduating Senior in History
Stephanie Bellovary

Outstanding Graduating Senior in SSE
Miranda Whitted

Dr. Charles Roll History Award
Chad Newsome

Bryant E. Spann Memorial Award
Louisa Lara

François Muyumba Memorial Award
Rajeni Jones

Nellie Margreta Harr Scholarship
Ivy Capehart

John and Carl E. Vukusich Memorial Scholarship
Andy Fouts

Fort Harrison Chapter of the DAR Scholarship
Chad Newsome

Wesley J. Lyda Scholarship
Tasjia Thomas

Robert Clouse Memorial Award
Colette Guerdet
Jesse Crosby
Hannah Pack

Fred Brengle Scholarship
Ashleigh Kehoe
Emma Roberts

Steven D. Zink Excellence in History Award
Maci Batts-Ford
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Just as the faculty strives to do its best to help our students 
succeed, more and more alumni and friends are asking what 
they can do, too.  Serving as an alumni mentor is a wonder-
ful way to facilitate a student’s transition into the workforce, 
and we hope you will consider learning more about the pro-
gram (www.indstate.edu/cas/mentors).  Becoming a donor—
or renewing past support—also provides much-needed 
resources on a number of fronts.  We try to make it easy for 
philanthropists, so gifts may now be made through our web-
site (www.indstate.edu/cas/history/giving) or by check (see 
the back cover of the newsletter).  Here are three great ways 
you can help:

The Department of History Fund:  
Fostering Inspiration and Inclusiveness

This fund allows us to support a wide range of events 
throughout the year, always with the goal of creating an 
inspiring and inclusive environment for students, scholars, 
and community partners.  Guest speakers, field trips, confer-
ences, workshops, films, and other special activities present 
opportunities for professional growth, provide important 
forums for stakeholders to get to know each other better, and 
foster a sense of belonging.  Lest the pandemic drive happier 
memories from our minds, it is well worth noting that we 
were able to co-sponsor several guest speakers, an AFRI 
alumni event, and a few field trips in conjunction with 
the History Club during the Fall 2019 semester.  We look 
forward to returning to our robust programming tradi-
tion soon.

Scholarships:  
Recognizing Need, Rewarding Achievement

Thanks to the generosity of donors past and present, we 
have a strong array of departmental scholarships avail-
able.  College is expensive, so this support plays an abso-
lutely vital role in keeping students on track to graduate.  
The Muyumba, Lyda, Harr, Gemmecke, DAR, Spann, 
Brengle, Roll, Vukusich, and Zink Awards all have an 
honored place in the department, and it is heartening 
to witness the positive impact they have on students’ 
lives.  New scholarships are naturally always welcome, 
and indeed, we are very pleased to announce the new 

Sandy Senior-Dauer and Keith Dauer Department of History 
Study-Abroad Endowment.  This major gift (whose story is 
featured elsewhere in this newsletter) will enable generations 
of our students to realize dreams of studying and learning 
abroad.  Thanks so much, Sandy and Keith!  

The Career Development in History Fund:  
Finding Paths to the Future
 
This new fund is designed to support undergraduates in 
good academic standing who undertake career-building 
experiences during their course of study.  Often our students 
manage to find exciting professionalizing opportunities, but 
then have to decline due to financial limitations.  Our goal 
is to assist worthy applicants in a meaningful way, with one-
time grants of up to $2000 geared toward facilitating intern-
ships, training in new technologies, intensive language study, 
conferences, travel abroad, or other compelling experienc-
es.  Any History, African and African American Studies, or 
Social Studies Education major or minor is eligible to apply.  
At present, we have sufficient funds to support such grants 
for the next few years, so we would certainly welcome addi-
tional contributions to make this more broadly available to 
our students. 

Donor Support Key to Student Success
ethnicity.  He developed a range of popular courses on these and other 
subjects, readily contributing to the collective effort to build one of the 
nation’s first African and African American Studies programs.  Along 
with numerous articles, presentations, and reviews, Giffin authored 
two books:  The Irish (Indiana Historical Society Press, 2006, as part of 
the “Peopling Indiana” series) and, showcasing his interdisciplinary 
perspective, African Americans and the Color Line in Ohio, 1915-1930 
(Ohio State University Press, 2005).  He remained an active researcher 
throughout his professional life.  His last project, pursued by way of an 
annual trip to Scotland each summer, focused on population mobil-
ity in the 17th Century, highlighting the distinctive sub-culture that 
remained intact from the Highlands of Kintyre to rural Illinois through 
chain migration, diaspora, and the survival of historical memory.

Throughout his career, Giffin shared his humane values and love of 
history with generations of undergraduate and graduate students, 
as well as fellow colleagues.  He effectively bridged the gap between 
two generations of historians at ISU, from the 1960’s and the 2000’s, 
mentoring many of the present faculty.  His extensive service—among 
the very longest in ISU’s history—earned him the President’s Medal for 
Exemplary Professional Teaching and Scholarship in 2008.  He had an 
especially profound effect on Social Studies teachers across the state.  
As one alumnus recounted, “I had Dr. William Giffin for Indiana History 
and Immigration history.  I still use information that I learned in his 
classes with my own [high school] students…  What’s more, I started 
researching my own family history while I was taking Dr. Giffin’s class 
and discovered that my great-great-grandparents were early settlers 
in Terre Haute.”  Likewise, another student recalled that “[m]y favorite 
class at ISU was actually my first U.S. History class, taught by Dr. Giffin. 
I hadn’t made the decision to major in Social Studies Education at 
the time I had his class. His passion for the subject matter, but more 
importantly his passion for making sure we students understood the 
subject and not just the dates, opened my eyes to the importance of 
knowing history and applying its lessons to current times.”  Indeed, in 
his quiet but determined way, Giffin steadfastly advocated for humane 
values and the transformational power of education.  Shortly before 
his retirement, Giffin reflected, “My worldview reflects multiple per-
spectives; one of them sees cultural diversity as valuable and worthy of 
preservation.  People in a society composed of various ethnic groups 
have opportunities to broaden and enrich their cultural lives by meet-
ing others with values different from their own.  Life experiences in my 
formative years shaped this positive view of cultural diversity.  … [T]he 
current generation has a much different attitude on race than before; 
I see it on campus.  Now you see black and white students talking and 
walking together to class like you never saw in the past.  It’s inspiring.”  
While Bill is greatly missed by his students, colleagues, and friends, he 
will long continue to inspire them in his own right.

Special thanks to alumnus Joseph Worthington (B.S. 2017, M.S. 2019), whose Phi 
Alpha Theta interview of Professor Giffin proved very helpful in the preparation of 
this departmental remembrance.

Continued from Page 2

In Memory of Bill Giffin

Careers in Shining Armor:  Students from Steve Stofferahn’s HIST 353, 
Isaac Land’s HIST 200, Dorothy Chambers’ HIST 404, and Ann Rider’s GER 
303 classes took a field trip to the Art Institute of Chicago on October 
17, 2019, enjoying a special tour by Dr. Jonathan Tavares, Curator of 
Medieval Armor.  The visit gave students the opportunity to do research 
on class projects, as well as explore careers in curation, historical pres-
ervation, and museum administration.  And yes, History major Meagan 
Hutte even got to wear real medieval armor!
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ful way to facilitate a student’s transition into the workforce, 
and we hope you will consider learning more about the pro-
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the back cover of the newsletter).  Here are three great ways 
you can help:

The Department of History Fund:  
Fostering Inspiration and Inclusiveness

This fund allows us to support a wide range of events 
throughout the year, always with the goal of creating an 
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were able to co-sponsor several guest speakers, an AFRI 
alumni event, and a few field trips in conjunction with 
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to witness the positive impact they have on students’ 
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featured elsewhere in this newsletter) will enable generations 
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The Career Development in History Fund:  
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This new fund is designed to support undergraduates in 
good academic standing who undertake career-building 
experiences during their course of study.  Often our students 
manage to find exciting professionalizing opportunities, but 
then have to decline due to financial limitations.  Our goal 
is to assist worthy applicants in a meaningful way, with one-
time grants of up to $2000 geared toward facilitating intern-
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At present, we have sufficient funds to support such grants 
for the next few years, so we would certainly welcome addi-
tional contributions to make this more broadly available to 
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the time I had his class. His passion for the subject matter, but more 
importantly his passion for making sure we students understood the 
subject and not just the dates, opened my eyes to the importance of 
knowing history and applying its lessons to current times.”  Indeed, in 
his quiet but determined way, Giffin steadfastly advocated for humane 
values and the transformational power of education.  Shortly before 
his retirement, Giffin reflected, “My worldview reflects multiple per-
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preservation.  People in a society composed of various ethnic groups 
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current generation has a much different attitude on race than before; 
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Careers in Shining Armor:  Students from Steve Stofferahn’s HIST 353, 
Isaac Land’s HIST 200, Dorothy Chambers’ HIST 404, and Ann Rider’s GER 
303 classes took a field trip to the Art Institute of Chicago on October 
17, 2019, enjoying a special tour by Dr. Jonathan Tavares, Curator of 
Medieval Armor.  The visit gave students the opportunity to do research 
on class projects, as well as explore careers in curation, historical pres-
ervation, and museum administration.  And yes, History major Meagan 
Hutte even got to wear real medieval armor!



This newsletter update is being written in a particularly tumul-
tuous time.  2020 has highlighted the need and importance of 
African American Studies and Black Studies programs at college 
campuses around the country.  The Covid-19 pandemic has 
particularly burdened Black communities across the United 
States, and the murders of Ahmaud Arbery, George Floyd, and 
Breonna Taylor brought systemic racism, racial inequality, and 
violence against Black and Brown people into the forefront of 
public discourse.  Of course, historians and scholars of African 
American history know that the racism, oppression, violence, 
and health inequalities were nothing new.  The deaths of Arbery, 
Floyd, Taylor, and the struggles of communities hit especially 
hard by Covid-19 do not represent a blip in time, but rather 
remind us of the long history of violence, oppression, inequality, 
and racism in the United States.  Looking beyond the U.S., head-
lines from Africa and the Diaspora also catch our eye:  protests 
in Nigeria, African emigrants trying to leave the continent in 
droves, successful public health responses to Covid-19 around 
Africa, Brazil’s struggle to contain the pandemic, Caribbean 
islands battered by a relentless hurricane season.  In this moment, 
the African and African American Studies Program sees how 
crucial our teaching and research is in helping students and our 
community make sense of what is happening in the U.S., Africa, 
and the African Diaspora.  While all these headlines may seem 
late-breaking to many, our faculty and students know that what 
we are seeing today is part of a longer, complicated history.  In 
the coming years, AFRI will continue to amplify the stories and 
scholarship that help untangle these complex histories.  

The 2019-2020 academic year was a busy one for AFRI, with sev-
eral events highlighting the work of our core faculty and affiliates 
around campus.  In the Fall 2019 semester, we were delighted 
by the generous gift made by Roger and Dawn Glickson of their  
collection of African Masks from Zaire (now the Democratic 
Republic of Congo).  AFRI, the Department of History, and 
the Permanent Art Collection housed in the Cunningham 
Memorial Library worked together to get the collection safely 
to campus and will collaborate on an exhibition of the artwork.  
We welcomed back AFRI graduate Katie Jackson-Lindsay, now 
a successful attorney in Indianapolis, as part of our Alumni 
Speaker Series.  Jackson-Lindsay spoke with a group of AFRI and 
History students about her time at ISU and how her academic 
background prepared her for her legal career.  In November, Dr. 
Kimberly Stanley hosted Indiana University professor Jakobi 
Williams, who guest lectured in Dr. Stanley’s class, joined stu-
dents for lunch at the Charles E. Brown African American 
Cultural Center, and then gave a public lecture on the fiftieth 
anniversary of the assassination of Fred Hampton.  We ended the 
semester with one of AFRI’s most popular events, the music and 
dance recital of Dr. Colleen Haas’s African Music class.   

The Spring 2020 semester started with the annual Martin Luther 
King Jr. memorial banquet.  The AFRI/HIST table at the event 

included students and faculty who joined in the celebration of 
King’s life and legacy.  In February 2020, AFRI hosted a Black 
History Month reception, welcoming students, faculty, and 
administrators to the AFRI suite to meet some of our current 
students.  Although those were the only in-person events to take 
place before the university moved to remote operations, our fac-
ulty and students kept busy in the late spring and early summer 
serving the campus community in multiple ways.  ISU hosted 
its first Juneteenth Celebration, a virtual gathering of hundreds 
of people from campus teaching about the history of Juneteenth 
and leading a celebration of the day.  Dr. Adeyemi Doss led the 
Libation Ceremony that opened the ceremony and then he joined 
Dr. Ann Chirhart in providing a history of Juneteenth. Dean 
Chris Olsen gave opening remarks and Dr. Arrington-Sirois and 
Dr. Stofferahn shared information about the AFRI program.  This 
was a special event and will hopefully become an annual celebra-
tion organized by the university.  Reverend Terry Clark was busy 
throughout the summer, educating activists and helping organize 
local events to address systemic racism and racial inequalities, 
and was featured on local media many times.  Dr. Stanley and Dr. 
Doss provided support and education to ISU students via virtual 
town hall discussions held during the summer months.  AFRI 
faculty and students were and continue to be involved in discus-
sions among ISU faculty, staff, and administrators about how 
to address institutionalized racism and build a stronger, more 
inclusive community.  Dr. Lisa Phillips serves on an ad-hoc com-
mittee formed late in the summer to create programming for the 
campus community, helping organize an event about redlining in 
the U.S. in which Reverend Clark was a featured speaker.  AFRI 
faculty will continue to work with collaborators around campus 
and in the Terre Haute community to develop programming and 
courses that reflect not just this moment in time, but the long 
history of systemic racism, racial inequality, and violence in our 
country.  We thank you for your continued support.

Andrea Arrington-Sirois
AFRI Program Chair
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Graduate
Program

The Graduate Program is doing 
quite well.  It continues to field 
a number of high-quality appli-
cants, having admitted thirteen 
new students over the 2019-
2020 academic year.  Last year 
we saw five students graduate.  
These were among the first 
cohort of part-time students, 
mostly working professionals, 
who generally take between 
three and four years to com-
plete the degree.  The program 
has successfully adjusted to 
these changes.  Barbara Skinner 
(Graduate Program Coordinator) 
and I have been working closely 
with the departmental Graduate 
Committee to ensure that the 
program is meeting the students’ 
needs while maintaining the 
rigor the department values.  

The master’s papers the latest 
graduates produced are a testa-
ment to these efforts.  They were 
well-researched, well-written, 
and successfully defended in 
the traditional format, albeit 
through the conference room’s 
monitor.   Anne Foster is now 
teaching the revised “HIST 600: 
History Method and Theory” to 
incoming students as a way to 
ensure that they learn the basics:  
how to identify a historical argu-
ment, write a good book review, 
locate archival and secondary 
sources, conduct research, along 
with some theory.  The course 
is designed to help students 
succeed in their subsequent 
courses and allow the faculty 
teaching them to jump in with 
analysis and content sooner.  
The Graduate Committee also 
hopes the course will help build 
a cohort effect for incoming stu-
dents.

Lisa Phillips 
Graduate Committee Chair

$250,000 Gift Endows Study-Abroad Fund
Sandy Senior-Dauer’s first trip abroad changed her 
life. After graduating from Indiana State University 
with bachelor’s and master’s degrees in social 
studies, Senior-Dauer found her passion for travel 
and never looked back.  “I never wanted to spend 
free time doing much else,” Senior-Dauer said. 
“Experiencing is vital to learning.”  Senior-Dauer 
and her husband, Keith Dauer, have traveled to 
more than 95 countries to date. Both served as 
educators who taught social studies at the college 
and secondary levels for more than three decades.  
The couple is sharing their eagerness for explora-
tion with a $250,000 gift commitment to create the 
Sandy Senior-Dauer and Keith Dauer Department 
of History Study-Abroad Scholarship. 

 “Keith and I hope that a number of ISU students 
will be able to travel each year and follow their 
dreams,” Senior-Dauer said. “Travel broadens per-
spectives, challenges preconceived notions and brings amazing serendipities. We want to help students 
get an early start in experiencing a broader appreciation of the world while spreading understanding 
and respect for American culture and values.”  The scholarship endowment will support students and 
faculty in the Department of History, providing support for academic and cultural learning experienc-
es through travel experiences.  

“Study abroad is central to the College of Arts and Sciences, and remains one of our three strategic pri-
orities. Among our students who study abroad, history majors are some of the most frequent. They are 
inherently interested in world cultures, and international, cultural literacy is central to the curriculum 
and the discipline,” said Chris Olsen, dean of the College of Arts and Sciences. “This incredibly gener-
ous gift will allow us to support many more students to have these life-changing experiences. We’re so 
grateful, and so excited, to put this gift into action.”  

Beginning in 2021, the Dauers’ gift will help sup-
port students participating in traditional semes-
ter-long study-abroad programs, faculty-led trips 
abroad, and other short-term domestic and abroad 
travel study trips. The scholarship is available to 
students pursuing majors or minors in history, 
African and African American studies, and social 
studies education. “Going abroad is a great adven-
ture. It’s vitally important for students of history to 
travel as widely as they can,” said Steve Stofferahn, 
chair of ISU’s Department of History. “We want 
our graduates to be the ones their future co-work-
ers rely on to get to the heart of a problem and 
articulate a solution.  Studying abroad, especially 
for a sustained period of time, not only broadens 
your sense of perspective and context, but also 
connects you to the past through special spaces 
and places. That can make all the difference in the 
world when studying history.”

By Kim Kunz, ISU Foundation

African & African American Studies Program Developments

Sharing Musical Expertise:  With the help of student performers, 
Colleen Haas gives a concert of Afro-Brazilian music at Winona State 
University’s International Music Series in October 2019.

Keith Dauer and Sandy Senior-Dauer

International Connections: Anne Foster visits the De 
Seismolen windmill in Middelburg (built 1728, restored 
1954) during her time she spent as an invited scholar at 
the Roosevelt Institute for American Studies (RIAS) in the 
Netherlands in Fall 2019.



Adjunct
Faculty
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Jessica Fields, Ph.D.  (World 
Civilization, The Black Death, 
U.S. History to 1865)

Michelle Morahn, M.A. (Indiana 
History, U.S. History to 1865, 
Making Modern America)

Eric Petenbrink, M.A.  (Civil Rights 
Movement, Gay and Lesbian 
Rights Movement, American 
Environmentalism)
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Robert Campbell (Wabash), 
Elizabeth Cline (Dallas), Ryan 
Connelly (Cedarville), Bryce 
Crane (ISU), Marcel Gonzales 
(IU-Northwest), Anna Hall (Ohio 
State), Michelle Hunter (ISU)

Coy Hupfeld (Iowa State), Helena 
Jancosek (IU), Laura Jenkins 
(Southern California), Ellie 
Johnson (Western Kentucky), 
Jason Long (Longwood), Mallory 
McBride (Purdue), Robin Middleton 
(Northern Kentucky), Daniel 
Morton-Bentley (Skidmore)

Chad Newsome (IU-Kokomo), 
Zachary Purdue (ISU), Cortney 
Robbins (Ball State), James Sadoski 
(Winona State), Meghan Schwend 
(Arizona State), Shane Smith (ISU), 
Alicia Tonsfeldt (Wayne State), 
Jennifer Wheeler (Murray State), 
Eric Wilson (ISU)

Continued on Page 8
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Graduate
Students

very well. They even uncovered the title of a 
new chapter Lee wrote for the forthcoming 
paperback edition. Spring 2020 students in 
Ruth’s “American Women in the Twentieth 
Century” class played a Reacting to the Past 
game about suffrage and the labor move-
ment in the Progressive Era. For the first 
time, members of OLLI (Osher Lifelong 
Learning Institute) joined the class to play 
various roles. Last fall, Ruth was excited 
to teach a new course on the history of 
American Health Policy, which she will 
teach again this spring, with some pandem-
ic-inspired changes. 

Chris Fischer has continued in his role 
as an Associate Dean in the College of 
Arts and Sciences. As Associate Dean he 
works on issues related to career readiness, 
recruiting, alumni development, and devel-
oping curriculum. He recently published a 
book chapter titled “The Future of Alsace: 
The French Case to the Americans” in 
Communication and the First World War 
(Routledge, 2020). He also serves on the 
advisory board at the CANDLES Museum.

Anne Foster:  While at the moment the 
rush to teach online and work to help 
students with that abrupt and unwelcome 
transition looms largest in my memory, 
the highlight of this past academic year 
was definitely the five weeks I spent as an 
invited scholar at the Roosevelt Institute for 
American Studies (RIAS) in Middelburg, 
the Netherlands. My main responsibility 
was just to work on my book, and I did get 
a lot of writing done. But I also gave a talk 
at Leiden University, conducted a master 
class for graduate students in American 
Studies from all over the Netherlands, 
and helped facilitate the RIAS bi-annual 
graduate student conference.  I also pub-
lished a book chapter titled “Medicine to 
Drug: Opium’s Transimperial Journey” 
in Kristin Hoganson and Jay Sexton’s 
Crossing Empires: Taking U.S. History into 
Transimperial Terrain (Duke University 
Press, 2020).  I continue to serve as co-ed-
itor of Diplomatic History, the journal 
published by the Society for Historians of 
American Foreign Relations, and as vice-

chair of the Institutional Review Board at 
ISU.

James Gustafson is continuing to teach 
a wide variety of courses in Middle East 
and Environmental History at Indiana 
State.  He is writing his second book, 
The Lion and the Sun: Nature and the 
Formation of Modern Iran, which will be 
published by Bloomsbury Press in 2022.  
He is also senior editor for an encyclope-
dia project with Oxford University Press 
titled the Oxford Research Encyclopedia of 
Asian Commercial History.  James is also 
very active in professional service.  He is 
Treasurer and a member of the Executive 
Committee for the Association for Iranian 
Studies.  In Spring 2020, he chaired the 
search committee to identify a new Editor-
in-Chief of the association’s flagship jour-
nal, Iranian Studies.  He also chairs the 
International Studies program at ISU and 
serves on the Executive Committee of the 
Faculty Senate.

For a week in October 2019, Colleen M. 
Haas was Artist in Residence in the Music 
Department at Winona State University in 
Minnesota. While there, she tutored per-
cussion students in Afro-Brazilian percus-
sion traditions, gave a guest lecture for the 
World Music class, and provided a formal 
presentation at their departmental forum 
sharing her experience of overseas music 
study and research with music majors. The 
residency culminated with a concert of 
Afro-Brazilian music for the community, 
performing with Percussion Instructor 
Dr. Rich MacDonald and WSU students 
as part of the International Music Series. 
In addition, Colleen received the 2019 
Foundational Studies Teaching Award in 
recognition of Teaching Excellence in the 
Foundational Studies Program—her second 
teaching award since joining the ISU facul-
ty.

The 2019-20 academic year followed the 
completion of a number of research proj-
ects for Timothy Hawkins and set the 
stage for future scholarship.  He completed 
a successful sabbatical application in the 

Degrees
Master’s in History
Anthony Baker
Nathan Anderson
Daniel Derda
Colette Guerdet
Shelby Hall 
Trenton Lucas
Beth Mendenhall
Samantha Stearns

Bachelor’s in History
Stephanie Bellovary
Kirsten Campbell
Jesse Crosby
Casey Felty
Tristan Hayslip
David Vickers

Bachelor’s in Social Studies 
Education
John Akers
Tanner Angel
Kyle Ellrod
Wyatt Morgan
Haley Morris
Hannah Pack
Wende Personette
Brandon Roberson
Christina Sutherland
Elaina Thomas
Miranda Whitted

on the graduate committees for Colette 
Guerdet, Jason Long, and Beth Mendenhall.

Dan Clark has finally finished writing the 
first volume of the Indiana State University 
Sesquicentennial History (Founding Era 
through 1945), and is frantically trying 
to tidy up and edit the manuscript before 
sending off to Indiana University Press with 
which he signed a publishing contract earli-
er this year.  He is on sabbatical during the 
fall semester, allowing him to jump-start 
the research and writing process for the 
second volume.  A substantial portion of 
research for the second volume has already 
been done, thanks to research assistant 
Crystal Reynolds, who performed scores 
of interviews and collected many relevant 
documents for the project relating primarily 
to this second volume, for which she will be 
listed as a co-author.  Still, many more doc-
uments must be examined and the inter-
views reviewed and noted carefully.  Dan 
made a conscious decision to avoid as many 
distractions as possible while trying to com-
plete the book manuscript on ISU, which 
included attending conferences and submit-
ting articles, although he did publish a dou-
ble book review in the American Historical 
Review and reviewed a submitted book 
manuscript for a university press.  He also 
gave several presentations, including “The 
Challenges of War and the Modern Age: 
Indiana State Normal School during the 
First World War and the Early Twenties” as 
part of the larger “America at a Crossroads” 
series sponsored by the College of Arts and 
Sciences, the Swope Art Museum, the Debs 
Museum, the Vigo County Public Library, 
and the Vigo County Historical Society.  
On the teaching front, Dan taught his first 
graduate research seminar (all online now), 
which proved very satisfying, although also 
highly time-consuming at certain points in 
the semester.  Top-to-bottom, the graduate 
students in the seminar were strong and the 
topics interesting.  They were a pleasure to 
instruct, and he learned a great deal from 
the experience.

Terry Clark was happy to host AFRI alum-
na Katie Jackson-Lindsay, an Indianapolis 
attorney, as a guest speaker in his AFRI 212 
classes in the Fall 2019 semester.  He was 
also pleased to serve as a faculty represen-
tative at a football recruiting breakfast, and 

continues to be involved in university com-
munity engagement activities as a board 
member of both the Baptist Collegiate 
Ministries and United Campus Ministries.

Taylor Easum:  In 2019, I arrived at ISU 
excited to teach classes on Asian and Global 
history, and to continue my research on 
urban history in Asia. I prepared and taught 
three new courses, including a Foundational 
Studies course titled “China’s Empire, Then 
and Now,” which explores how students can 
use history to understand China’s changing 
and expanding role in the world today. The 
other two courses focused on Asian History 
more broadly:  History of Modern Asia 
and Asian Nationalisms. All three courses 
were exciting to teach in the midst of recent 
events such as pro-democracy protests in 
Hong Kong and escalating tensions in the 
South China Sea, not to mention the coro-
navirus outbreak. In addition, in my capac-
ity as chair of the Council on Thai Studies 
in 2019, I organized and led a very success-
ful COTS conference in October, held at 
UW-Madison.  Finally, after arriving at ISU, 
I published an article in the Kyoto Review 
of Southeast Asia (March 2020) called 
“Local Identity, National Politics, and World 
Heritage in Northern Thailand,” where I 
argue that the push to inscribe the north-
ern Thai city of Chiang Mai on UNESCO’s 
World Heritage list is at least partially a 
way for local activists to assert control over 
their identity and heritage in an otherwise 
undemocratic context.

Ruth Fairbanks continues to serve as the 
co-coordinator of ISU’s Gender Studies 
program. She mourned the cancellation 
of Spring 2020’s Women’s History Month 
Colloquium when we left campus in March. 
It was going to be a great one. This year she 
is working on some virtual programming. 
This past year, Ruth brought the authors 
of a couple assigned books to visit with the 
classes that read them. Last spring, ISU 
alumnus Jared Yates Sexton visited classes 
that read his book, The Man They Wanted 
Me to Be, and spoke at ISU’s Human 
Rights Day. Last month, Erika Lee, author 
of America for Americans: A History of 
Xenophobia in the United States, joined the 
“Immigrant America” history class through 
a Zoom session. Students had some really 
good questions for her and represented ISU 

Colleen Haas and Lisa Phillips are 
presented with the inaugural Teaching 
Excellence in the Foundational 
Studies Program Awards in October 
2019 by Brian Kilp, representing the 
University College Council.



fall to secure leave scheduled for Spring 2021.  In March, 
he traveled to Austin, Texas, to participate in the annual 
conference of the Southeastern Council of Latin American 
Studies.  In the classroom, Tim taught a variety of introduc-
tory and upper-level courses, including “The Age of Atlantic 
Revolutions,” “The Age of Conquest,” “The Spanish World 
Empire,” and “Latin American Studies.”  

Isaac Land won ISU’s Caleb Mills Distinguished Teaching 
Award this past spring. His nomination letters emphasized 
his creative use of classroom simulations and role play, and 
his successes in teaching the introductory undergraduate 
course on methods (formerly HIST 300, now HIST 200).  
His chapter “Port Towns and the ‘Paramaritime’” was pub-
lished in July as part of the Routledge Companion to Marine 
and Maritime Worlds, 1400-1800. He is co-editing a new 
book series with Palgrave Macmillan, “Global Studies in 
Social and Cultural Maritime History,” with three colleagues 
who are based in the UK.  His international, interdisciplin-
ary network of scholars interested in the coastal history / 
coastal studies framework is now large enough that they 
have to take minutes at their WebEx meetings, and are 
building a database of members and their research interests. 
They have also started an online, collaborative bibliography 
using Zotero. On sabbatical in Spring 2020, Dr. Land was 
working on a new book about cosmopolitan port cities in 
the tradition of Philip Curtin’s Cross-Cultural Trade in World 
History, and he is teaching himself to read Portuguese as 
part of that project. He is also wrapping up a three-year 
term on the American Historical Association’s Raymond J. 
Cunningham Prize awards committee; this will be his sec-
ond year as the chair of the committee.

Don Maxwell conducted research at the Swarthmore 
College Peace Collection and the American Friends Service 
Committee Archives in Philadelphia in the summer of 2019. 
In spring 2020 he was to give the paper “‘Canada has been 
called their heaven’: Peace Churches and the Promotion of 
Travel in the Vietnam War Era” at the annual conference 
of the Popular Culture Association and two talks at the 
University of Zagreb, but those were cancelled. He continues 
to serve as the vice chair of the Monroe County (Indiana) 
Historic Preservation Board of Review and has graded AP 
US history exams since 2010.

Christopher Olsen continues to serve as Dean of the 
College of Arts and Sciences. In the past year he wrote 
several book reviews and served on multiple master’s com-
mittees while teaching in the Honors and History graduate 
programs. When possible he makes very slow progress on 
one article and a book manuscript that examine aspects of 
antebellum political culture, elections, and voting. 

Lisa Phillips continues to work on her book, The Wonderful 
World of Service Work: Walt Disney and the Advent of 
Performance Labor, and has just submitted a chapter of it 
for publication dealing with Disney’s use of Haitian “sweat-
shop” labor—all women—in the 1990s and the Clinton 
Administration’s “Apparel Industry Partnership.”  Her teach-
ing rotation now includes courses on “Capitalism and US 
History in a Global Context,” along with labor and women’s 
history.  She is directing four master’s students’ projects 
and is happy to report that one of her students, Nathan 
Anderson, successfully defended in March with the assis-
tance of Professors Clark and Gustafson.  Covid-19 prevent-
ed Lisa, Andrea Arrington, Don Maxwell, and Chris Olsen 
from traveling to Croatia as part of the History department’s 
ongoing partnership with its colleagues at the University of 
Zagreb.  They hope to travel there in 2021.

Richard Schneirov entered phased retirement on January 
1, 2020 and will teach part-time in the Fall 2020 and Fall 
2021 semesters.  He recently published “Urban Regimes and 
the Policing of Strikes in Two Gilded Age Cities: New York 
and Chicago” in Studies in American Political Development 
(October 2019).  

Barbara Skinner’s article, “Orthodox Missions to the 
‘Ancient Orthodox’ Lands in Belarus and the 1839 Uniate 
Conversion,” was published in Canadian-American Slavic 
Studies (September 2019). She also had two book reviews 
published in the spring in the British journal Slavonic and 
East European Review and in the flagship American journal 
Slavic Review. Barbara was glad to be back in the classroom 
full-time in January after her cancer treatment. While she 
had no trip to the Russian archives this summer due to the 
Covid-19 outbreak, she continues to make progress on her 
book manuscript on Russian religious policy in Belarus and 
Ukraine in the early 19th Century.  She was promoted to 
Full Professor in August 2020.

Kimberly Stanley:  In the summer of 2019, I went to the 
Library of Congress to continue research for my manuscript, 
tentatively titled Pulling Down the House and Tearing Up 
the Yard. My research trip just happened to coincide with 
the 23rd Poet Laureate Joy Harjo’s visit to the archive. I had 
a total “fan girl” moment which was captured on camera 
and will forever be preserved at the Library of Congress. 
https://blogs.loc.gov/catbird/2019/08/laureate-at-the-li-
brary-resonance-in-the-cultural-collections-of-the-man-
uscript-division/.  In Fall 2019, my “African American 
History, 1890 to the Present” class hosted a Lecture In(vite) 
with Professor Jakobi Williams to commemorate the 50th 
anniversary of the assassination of Fred Hampton. This 
event was sponsored by the History Department, African 
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with love and devotion.  
Giffin began his career at 
Indiana State University as 
an Assistant Professor in 
1968.  He earned tenure 
and Associate Professor 
status seven years later, 
and was promoted to Full 
Professor in 1979.  His even-
keeled nature garnered the 
respect and affection of his 
colleagues, who also appre-
ciated his role as informal 
departmental historian, 
having taken decades’ 
worth of minutes at faculty 
meetings.  His service to the 
profession included a term 
on the Editorial Board of the 
Indiana Magazine of History 
(1989-1992), three stints as 
Acting Departmental Chair, 
many years chairing the 
departmental Promotion, 
Retention, and Tenure 
Committee, and, most 
notably, thirteen years as 
Treasurer of the Indiana 
Association of Historians.  
Giffin retired from ISU in 
December 2017, after an 
astounding forty-nine and a 
half years of dedicated ser-
vice.  Preceded in death by 
his wife, Liz, he is survived by 
his children, Jill Leath Giffin 
and Ted Giffin (Bloomington, 
Indiana), and his many 
friends.  

While browsing the college 
bookstore during his under-
graduate days at Wooster, 
Giffin came across a short 
account of Black History, 
instantly recognizing not 
only that he knew very 
little about it, but that his 
ignorance deeply troubled 
him.  Thus began a career-
long investigation of African 
American history, Native 
American studies, race, and 

   
Though a little delayed, we hope that this newsletter finds you well, and looking ahead with opti-
mism to the coming new year.  We always look forward to hearing from you, so please stay in 
touch.

Best regards,

Steve Stofferahn
Chair, Department of History
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Faculty publications & activities
Andrea Arrington-Sirois:  Like all of my 
colleagues (and the world), this was a year 
of recalibration.  In the summer and fall of 
2019, I focused on both old and new areas 
of inquiry.  My colleague, Isaac Land, and 
I developed a course on international ref-
ugee populations and humanitarian crises, 
so much of my energy was used reading 
and thinking about that topic.  I also con-
tinued research on the topic of emergency 
pre-natal and neonatal care in southern 
Africa, which connects to a long-term proj-
ect I am pursuing.  In the fall semester, I 
gave a paper at a conference in Bordeaux, 
France on gendered political violence in 
Africa, which connects to another research 
project.  Spring 2020 was, as we all know, 
full of curve balls.  In the fallout of Covid-
19, I’ve spent time revisiting the topic of 
public health in Africa, but with a different 
focus than my usual on maternal and neo-
natal health, and re-thinking my research 
and writing agenda now that international 
travel is likely off the table for a while.  I 
am also finalizing edits on a chapter solic-

ited by the African Feminist Initiative for a 
book it is publishing on feminist pedagogy.

Ann Short Chirhart presented “Building 
Schools, Teaching Students: African 
American Education in South Carolina 
during Reconstruction” at the British and 
American Nineteenth Century Historians 
Conference (University of Edinburgh, 
Edinburgh, Scotland, October 11-13, 2019), 
and was slated to present “’A Place at the 
Front Ranks’: Mary McLeod Bethune and 
the Campaign for Voting Rights in the 
South” at the Organization of American 
Historians Conference (Washington, D.C., 
April 2-5. 2020—subsequently cancelled 
because of Covid-19).  She is a member 
of the Willie Lee Rose Prize Committee 
(Southern Association of Women 
Historians) for the best book on southern 
history written by a woman, as well as 
of the C. Vann Woodward Dissertation 
Prize Committee (Southern Historical 
Association) for the best dissertation writ-
ten on southern history.  She also served Finishes on Page 10

Hands-On History:  
Isaac Land’s HIST 200 students encounter medieval and Renaissance texts during a visit to ISU’s Special 
Collections on August 28, 2020.
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Dr. William “Bill” Wayne Giffin 
passed away on March 
24, 2020 in the company 
of his daughter at the Bell 
Trace Nursing Home in 
Bloomington, Indiana.  Born 
in Shadyside, Ohio on April 
6, 1938, Giffin developed 
an early love for history 
and genealogy during high 
school, when he also distin-
guished himself as both a 
running back and a sprinter 
for the football and track 
teams.  He earned his B.A. in 
History from the College of 
Wooster in 1960, followed 
by a Bachelor of Science in 
Education from The Ohio 
State University in 1962.  
That experience inspired 
him to continue with grad-
uate study in American 
history at Ohio State, leading 
to his M.A. in 1963 and Ph.D. 
in 1968.  Marrying Elizabeth 
Ann Leath in 1960, they had 
two children, Jill Leath Giffin 
and Ted Giffin.  Elizabeth’s 
tragic early death left Bill a 
widower with two young 
kids, whom his mother-in-
law then helped him raise 

Hello from your Department of History! As the year draws to a close, I’ve begun to wonder how 
2020 will be portrayed in future books, documentaries, and Hallmark movies.  It has definitely 
been a memorable year, although the degree to which we may want to remember it is up for debate.  
Naturally we hope that our alumni and friends have weathered the ups and downs of these tumul-
tuous times.  No doubt many of you have been directly and personally impacted by the ongoing 
pandemic, for which my colleagues and I offer our condolences and wishes for recovery.  For our 
own part here at ISU, our primary concern has been for the welfare of our students.  Indeed, as soon 
as the University announced the transition to online learning this past spring, we immediately con-
vened a departmental meeting, asking the officers of the History Club to come and convey their fel-
low students’ most pressing concerns.  Their partnership was invaluable as we charted a path toward 
completing the spring semester and as we made necessary adjustments to the fall schedule.  

For many or perhaps most of you, this parallels your own experiences, as we have collectively 
improvised solutions to ongoing challenges.  That has not been easy, and, frankly, it has taken a toll 
on faculty and staff, but it has been continually heartening to rally around the shared goal of doing 
everything we can to help students find ways to persevere and succeed—which, by and large, they 
have impressively managed to do.  Your support in that endeavor, whether through advice to grad-
uating Seniors, donations to our Foundation funds, facilitation of internships, or encouragement of 
potential students is always appreciated, and even more so now.  

Yet even if this year has been very unusual, we still have reason to celebrate.  You will see that, 
despite many difficulties, our faculty have carried on with determination as dedicated teachers, 
respected scholars, and engaged partners on campus, in the community, and in the profession.  
Several colleagues teamed up last fall on an interdisciplinary field trip to the Chicago Art Institute, 
which included the opportunity to visit with archivists 
and curators.  We have also greatly expanded our abil-
ity to connect our classrooms to the world through 
digital platforms.  Just as several of our professors have 
appeared as guests in forums around the world, many 
of us have also been bringing scholarly associates to our 
own seminars.  After all, there’s nothing like being able 
to pose questions directly to the author of the book or 
article you just read for class!  

Our students have forged ahead with classes, intern-
ships, and career-building activities, all while adjusting 
to rapidly changing circumstances.  Our wonderful 
alumni and friends also continue to provide amazing 
support in all sorts of ways.  (Be sure to check out the 
story about the newly endowed study-abroad fund!)  
And, not least, we continue to incorporate our shared 
values of diversity, inclusion, and equity in all that we 
do, particularly in these challenging times.  
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Greetings SSE Alums,

All of you in whatever careers you have 
undertaken have likely endured the chal-
lenges of this pandemic.  They have been 
particularly tricky, I imagine, for those of 
you teaching.  We are all learning a great 
deal about distance education tactics.  
Current SSE students in clinical and student 
teaching placements last spring faced abbre-
viated teaching experiences, unfortunately.  
All student teachers made it through one 
placement, but in most cases were not able 
to get through a second placement.  CIMT 
400 students only taught a few days, if that, 
of their clinical teaching experience before 
the Vigo County school shutdown com-
menced, creating a challenging situation as 
they prepared for student teaching this fall.  
Student teaching is hard enough under nor-
mal conditions, let alone now—a real trial 
by fire.  On a positive note, the Bayh College 
of Education earned full accreditation this 
year (2020), and as this seemed likely, the 
college had the confidence to enact some 

other significant reforms that some of you 
might welcome, while others may question.  
First the Praxis I/CASA exam will no lon-
ger be required for BCP admission, leaving 
only the minimum GPA and proper passage 
of pre-requisite courses as the only initial 
entrance requirements to the teaching pro-
gram.  

The state of Indiana actually allowed for this 
option last summer, so frustrated had they 
become with testing requirements overall.  
The minimum GPA, however, has 
substantially increased from 2.5 to 
3.0, following the strong encour-
agement of the national accreditors.  
This is a high expectation, though 
in line with many Midwestern 
peer-institutions.  The licensing 
tests, of course, remain, although 
as I have noted in the past, the 
much (and deservedly) maligned 
administration of these exams by 
Pearson will go away in 2021, leav-
ing us the rest of the year to endure 

their much-flawed exams before Education 
Testing Service takes back over the licensing 
exams.  Overall the SSE program remains 
healthy with nearly 100 majors, though I 
anticipate that the higher minimum GPA 
could shrink the overall number of majors 
somewhat in the years ahead.  Please let 
me hear from you.  I hope all of you stay 
healthy and keep learning.  

Daniel A. Clark
SSE Program Coordinator
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and African American Studies, Multidisciplinary Studies, 
and the College of Arts and Sciences. This class also had 
the opportunity to do research at ISU’s Special Collections 
examining the Works Progress Administration/Federal 
Writers’ Project slave narratives.  I closed the semester 
by delivering the commencement address at the Black 
Congratulatory Ceremony for the December graduates at 
the Charles E.  Brown African American Cultural Center. 
In the spring, I taught a class on black women’s history. As a 
project for Women’s History Month, my students designed 
posters recognizing the voices of black women in Indiana’s 
history. They utilized ISU’s Special Collections and the 
digital posters section of the Virtual Poster Exhibit on the 
ISU Library Blogs page:  http://library.indstate.edu/blog/
index.php/2020/04/28/virtual-student-poster-exhibit-afri-
can-american-women-indiana-history-locating-voices/.

Steve Stofferahn published “‘Down Too Deep’: Father Pius 
Boehm, From Reluctant Missionary to Devoted Caretaker 
at Crow Creek, 1887-1935” in South Dakota History (March 
2020), based on his larger research project on Saint Meinrad 
Archabbey monks living among the Sioux in the late 19th 
Century.  He was promoted to Full Professor in August 
2020, and continues to serve as departmental Chair, a mem-
ber of the Student Affairs Committee, and board member of 

the Vigo County Historical Association.  He is also on the 
board of the Indiana Association of Historians, whose annu-
al conference he programmed in Spring 2020.  With gener-
ous support from ISU’s Center for Community Engagement, 
he was able to take his HIST 353 students on a field trip 
to the Art Institute of Chicago in October 2019.  There 
they consulted with a leading expert on medieval armor 
as part of a semester-long class research project on the 
Thurnierbuch (1566), a rich compendium of knightly tour-
naments, rituals, and festivals housed in the ISU Library’s 
Special Collections.

Faculty publications and activities
Continued from Page 9

Recruiting with Style:  History Club offi-
cers Tracy Ortiz and Louisa Lara staff the 
Department of History table at the ISU 
Majors Fair on October 16, 2019.

Reacting to the Past:  Students in Ruth Fairbanks’ 
class on American Women in the Twentieth Century 
engage with one another in a role-playing scenar-
io, with special guest Dr. Rana Johnson (Associate 
Vice President for Inclusive Excellence and Strategic 
Initiatives) playing the part of suffrage benefactor Alva 
Belmont.
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