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It all began with Cermase…
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It continued with a spider…



Our best learning happened outdoors…in 
the world they were interested in





Why nonfiction??? 

• In 1st grade only 3.6 minutes/day 
were spent with informational text 
(Duke, 2000)

• Informational text made up less 
than 10% of classroom libraries and 
less than 3% of materials displayed 
on walls & other surfaces.



Informational text includes: (Duke, 2014)

• informative/explanatory—books and 
articles that convey information about the 
natural or social world; usually organized by 
topic; could include textbooks and field 
guides, too 

• persuasive—texts that influence a reader’s 
ideas or  behaviors; examples include 
brochures, advertisements, editorials 

• nonfiction narrative—tell stories of real 
events and include research in a story-like 
format;  examples include historical fiction 
and fact-based stories biography—tell 
about the lives of real people and often 
include special text features such as time 
lines and important dates; often arranged 
chronologically; examples include memoir 
and autobiography 

• procedural—texts that tell how to do 
something and include materials or 
ingredients lists in step by-step sequence; 
examples include how-to guides and 
recipes

from Growing Independent Learners by 
Debbie Diller, p. 100.



Look for informational text that:
• delights and interests your students

• connects to science/social studies content

• contains text features & structures you’re teaching

• include a wide variety (history/social studies, science, and technical 
texts)

• move beyond animals and include topics, such as simple machines, 
rocks, magnets, history, communities, nutrition, ecology, design, light, 
and sound.

INTERESTING FACT: Yopp and Yopp (2012) found that most 
informational text read-alouds in primary classrooms were 
books about animals.



Teach with NF in read 
aloud & shared reading.  



Use academic vocabulary with conversation cards 

related to NF standards.

Sample page from Growing Independent Learners by Debbie Diller, 2016- p. 108.



Do modeled & shared writing using nonfiction 
regularly.



Sample page from Growing Independent Learners by Debbie Diller, 2016- p. 116.



Share your reading 
life with your kids. 
Include nonfiction!



Teach kids how to read nonfiction.



Teach kids about 
features of NF text.



Look for a balance of F & NF reading 
AND writing 
at your literacy work stations.



Start with your classroom library



• Sort books with the 
kids

• Find out what you 
have

• Look at state 
standards for science 
& social studies

• Do you have books 
kids can read related 
to those topics?

• Add colored labels 
for F & NF with 
pictures



Listening Work Stations

You might have 
two… one for fiction 

and another for 
nonfiction.



Add graphic organizers for response.



Buddy Reading

You might have 
two… one for fiction 

and another for 
nonfiction.



NF Buddy Reading 

Sample page from Growing Independent Learners by Debbie Diller, 2016- p. 130.



NF Writing Work Station- include letters, 
writing information about a topic, research…



I Wonder 
Station

Sample page from Growing 
Independent Learners by 
Debbie Diller, 2016- p. 131.



Computer Work Station



Science Work Station



Social Studies 
Station



Poetry Work 
Station



Keep it 
real!


