
April 15, 2016 
 
Dear colleagues, 

 
Indiana State University has won the inaugural Engaged Campus Award from Indiana Campus 

Compact. The award honors institutions that demonstrate their ability to improve community life by providing 
students with a “well-rounded, thoughtful, challenging and just education” that teaches them civic and social 
responsibility. The organization praised the incorporation of community engagement into ISU’s promotion and 
tenure process and executive hiring process. It also noted the university’s strategic goal of ensuring that every 
student participates in service learning while at Indiana State and commended the campus for committing 
significant resources to community engagement efforts. The utilization of federal work study dollars to employ 
students in local non-profits and the university’s involvement in the resurgence of downtown were also 
mentioned. 

The Campus Compact new release described our campus as one where the “trustees, president, and all 
deans, faculty, staff, and students work together to make a meaningful and lasting difference in their 
community.” 

Congratulations to everyone on our campus who has helped earn this high praise. I would be remiss if I 
did not single out Nancy Rogers and Heather Dalton Miklozek for their leadership and recognize the other 
staff members of the Center for Community Engagement – Jessica Starr, Jennifer Christian, Cat Paterson, 
Steve Stofferahn, Sarah Williams, Mandy Allen, Rashad Crawford, Chelsea Stallings, and Weiran Ma. 
Congratulations on earning another accolade for this important work! 

Our alumni and our incoming students are also engaged in their communities. Last week, Trustee Bob 
Baesler was presented with Indiana’s highest award, the Sagamore of the Wabash Valley, by Gov. Mike Pence 
for the many ways he serves our community. Congratulations on a much deserved honor.  

Incoming freshman Aulanah Bigham of Hammond recently received the Charles Nagy, Jr. award from 
Hammond Mayor Tom McDermott, Jr. The award recognizes a youth who has demonstrated spirit and 
determination in overcoming obstacles to lead a productive life in service to the community. I look forward to 
meeting Aulanah when she arrives on campus. 

At last night’s Faculty Recognition Banquet, I was pleased to present Cinda May with the President’s 
Medal for her work overseeing the Special Collections area of the library (including the growing Cordell 
Collection) and for her tireless efforts leading the Wabash Valley Visions and Voices Digital Memory Project 
among her many other accomplishments. 

In addition, Keri Yousif was awarded the Caleb Mills Distinguished Teaching Award. Paul Bolinskey, 
Rusty Gonser, and Kathleen Kincade received the Theodore Dreiser Distinguished Research and Creativity 
Award. Richard Lotspeich was selected as the Faculty Distinguished Service Award recipient, and Colleen 
Haas, received the Community-Based Learning and Scholarship Award. Congratulations on these significant 
honors. 

Other milestones were also recognized at last night’s banquet, including:   

 Promoted to full professor: Phillip Cochrane, Rosetta Haynes, Mark Lewandowski, Melissa 
Nail, Nancy Obermeyer, Randell Peters, Shawn Phillips, and Samory Rashid. 

 Awarded tenure: Kirk Armstrong, Michael Arrington, Carla Honselman, and Andrew Payne. 

 Promoted to librarian: Karen Evans. 



 Promoted to associate professor and awarded tenure: Avdi Avjija, Matthew Bergbower, 
Melanie D’Amico, Jeffrey Kinne, Nathan Myers, Jessica Nelson, Tina Newsham, JaDora Sailes, 
Erik Southard, and Debra Vincent. 

I would also like to thank the officers and members of the Faculty Senate for their hard work this year. 
Members of the Executive Committee are Christine MacDonald, chairperson; John Conant, vice chairperson; 
Tim Hawkins, secretary; and senators are: Liz Brown, Eric Hampton, Darlene Hantzis, Steve Lamb, Catherine 
Paterson, and Virgil Sheets. Congratulations to Tim for being elected as chair for the coming year with 
Christine serving as vice chair and Liz as secretary. The Senate elected 10 first-time senators for next year and 
also increased its diversity as a result of the recent election. 

Work on our Higher Learning Commission (HLC) Quality Initiative is underway under the leadership of 
Susan Powers. This initiative will be a part of our next Accreditation Review.  Between now and Fall 2018, the 
campus will engage in a project entitled “Curricular Transformation to Decrease Time to Degree and Increase 
Student Learning.”   

There are five elements to the curricular transformation, three of these are part of this project, and 
two others are part of the strategic plan.  For the Quality Initiative, our undergraduate degree programs will 
establish (if they don’t exist) clear math pathways that will link quantitative skills to programmatic outcomes. 
The second element is a degree structure redesign to determine where concentrations within majors have 
become a barrier to student success and determine how those degrees can be restructured to provide 
students clearer paths to graduation.  The third piece is to engage a handful of programs in complete 
curriculum redesign that breaks down the program to the outcomes and competencies and rebuilds and 
restructures the curriculum entirely to provide a more direct, outcomes-based path to program completion 
and graduation. The remaining two elements that are being addressed through the strategic plan are career 
readiness and community engagement. 

We are in process of identifying those programs that will engage in the complete outcomes-based 
redesign.  A few other programs have started the degree structure work, and all programs are engaged in the 
math pathway examination.  More detailed information will be placed on the strategic planning website when 
available. 

The warmer temperatures have arrived just in time for some of our favorite spring events. Today is our 
annual Spring Donaghy Day, and our students, faculty, and staff will be fanning across campus and the 
community to complete various cleanup activities and service projects. Qualifications for the Sycamore 
Tandem Race begin at 4 p.m. today with the race beginning at 11 a.m. Saturday at the Michael Simmons 
Student Activity Center. Good luck to all the teams! 

A full day of festivities are also planned for Earth Day at ISU on Wednesday, April 20. Activities include 
a rock climbing wall, outdoor games, live entertainment by three local musical acts and a medley by the 
outstanding Indiana State cast of “Company,” booths representing more than 50 local businesses and 
organizations offering sustainability activities, an outdoor picnic catered by Sodexo and the showing of “Star 
Wars Episode VII: The Force Awakens” on my front yard (better known as the Quad) and including free 
popcorn and giveaways. The Sustainability Festival portion of the day will run from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. on the 
Quad. A presentation, “Advocacy and Activism” by Amanda Shephard of the Hoosier Environmental Council 
will take place from 3:30 to 4:30  in the Career Center classroom, and the movie will begin at 9 p.m.  

Also on that day from 12:30 to 2:30 p.m., the ISU Foundation will be hosting a Thank You Party/Ice 
Cream Social for all faculty and staff who contributed to this year’s Faculty and Staff Campaign which was 
chaired by Mike Licari. The event will also take place on the quad. Contributors should have received an 



invitation. If you have any questions, please contact the Foundation at 812-514-8400. Thank you for 
supporting our University. 

On the personnel front, Bryan Lubic has been named executive director of Career Services, effective 
June 15th. He is currently the director of career education and advising at the University of California, San 
Diego. Bryan earned a bachelor of arts in English and philosophy and a master of arts in communication from 
San Diego State University. He earned his law degree from California Western School of Law. Welcome! 

In other personnel news, Eli Bermudez has been named interim dean of the College of Health and 
Human Services. He will begin his duties on June 1. Bob Guell has assumed the responsibility of interim 
chairperson of the Department of Social Work, and Brian Bunnett is serving as the interim EEOC and Title IX 
coordinator. I would like to thank them for their leadership and service. 

Congratulations to Andy Velazquez and Josh Grady for being elected as president and vice president of 
the Student Government Association for the coming year. Turnout for the election was the highest since 2012 
with 2,221 students casting votes. I would also like to recognize Vernon Cheeks and Shannon Anderson for 
the leadership they have provided during the past year. 

 Several students have been recognized recently with some of the University’s top awards. Brandon 
Nettrouer received the President’s Medal for Leadership, Scholarship and Service. Four students, 
including one of our staff members and a former student trustee, earned the Alan C. Rankin 
Outstanding Senior Award. They are Wendy Cox, Rodney Lockman, Josh Mannix, and Erin Sluyter. 
Recipients of the Richard G. Landini Outstanding Junior Award are Evan Alexander, Kelsey Darin, Seth 
Jines, and Brandy Protz. Hines medalists for this year are Tucker Brush, Bryant Clayton, Jr., Megan 
Effner, Lena Grunich, Connor Kirtley, and Alexandra Spillman. Jordan Gillenwater was selected as the 
John W. Moore Award recipient which is given to the most outstanding graduating President’s Scholar. 
Congratulations to all of these students! 

 On Monday night at the annual Sycamore Scholar-Athlete Banquet, the women’s soccer team earned 
the Sycamore Cup and the Sycamore Team Service Award for their academic achievements, 
leadership on campus, school spirit and community service efforts. Soccer player Sydney Lovelace 
earned the Presidential Scholar-Athlete of the Year Award along with men’s track and field team 
member Connor Curley. The volleyball team received the Athletic Director’s Cup which is awarded to 
the team with the highest cumulative grade point average. The team has a 3.53 GPA and has earned 
the AVCA Team Academic Award for 17 seasons in a row, the longest record among Division I volleyball 
programs. Numerous other awards were given recognizing leadership, community service and 
academic achievements. The banquet provides a clear indication that our student-athletes are 
students first and foremost. Thanks to all those who support their efforts. 

 Thanks to the generosity of women across the campus, six $1,000 scholarships will be awarded for the 
coming year by the Women of ISU. I hear that Sodexo provided a wonderful brunch buffet at the 
spring gathering of this group. Thanks to all who participated. 

 The Office of Campus Life and Sodexo are sponsoring “Cram Jam,” an event to provide stress relief 
during Study Week. The event will take place from 9:30 to 11:30 p.m. on Wednesday, April 27, in the 
Commons. Sodexo will be offering free nachos and toppings, and members of the President’s Cabinet, 
Deans, University College staff and Student Affairs staff will be handing out candy. The Office of 
Campus Life will be showing a movie in the Commons beginning at 9:45 p.m.  

 The deadline for the second round of the Innovation/Collaboration Awards will be June 1. 
Collaboration is essential to our university’s success, and this award is designed to encourage divisions, 
departments and individuals to work collectively to advance our strategic goals. There are two 



categories – the internal category recognizes innovative collaborations between two or more units 
across campus, and the external category recognizes partnerships between one or more campus units 
and outside nonprofit, corporate and governmental entities. The awards recognize existing 
collaborations that are already generating positive outcomes. Winners receive a physical award and a 
cash prize of $10,000 which must be used by the collaboration to advance its goals through 
professional development, purchase of equipment or materials, hiring of consultants, travel to present 
at conferences, etc. To submit a nomination, go to: 
https://indstate.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_2tAoMRrpOnkjYmV. 

 Undergraduate students who are completing their degree requirements this spring will soon be 
receiving the First Destination Survey from the Career Center. This survey collects important data 
regarding our graduates’ first jobs, graduate school plans, starting salaries, etc. Please encourage your 
graduating students to complete the survey. 

 An undergraduate research project conducted by David McLennan and Erika Smith is one of 60 
selected from hundreds of entries to be featured in the 20th Annual Posters on the Hill program 
sponsored by the Council on Undergraduate Research April 19 and 20. David and his faculty mentor, 
Jennifer Latimer, studied sediment geochemistry of core samples collected from Scott Lake while Erika 
and her faculty sponsor, Jeffery Stone, used the same sediment samples to evaluate water quality. 
While in Washington for the poster presentation, David and Erika and their faculty mentors will meet 
with Congressional representatives to demonstrate the value of undergraduate research. They will also 
attend an event at the White House.  

 ISU math major Miranda Goodwin is ISU’s Diffference Maker of the Month, a program sponsored by 
the ISU Federal Credit Union and MIX-FM radio. In addition to being a full-time student and the mother 
of two active children, Miranda serves as a math tutor in the Math and Writing Center for 20 hours a 
week and is designing the Center’s special summer programs to help students get a head start on math 
and to help train her fellow tutors. Congrats! 
 

Enjoy your weekend! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Daniel J. Bradley 
President 
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