
 
 
December 16, 2016 

 

Dear colleagues, 

The semester officially comes to a close today, and Winter Commencement takes place tomorrow. 
Please join us in celebrating our students’ achievements on Saturday at the various college receptions in 
the morning followed by the graduation ceremony at noon in Hulman Center. This is a milestone 
achievement for our graduating students, one that many will be the first in their family to earn. Thanks, 
as well, to all the faculty, staff, family, and friends who have helped them along the way. 

I also would like to thank Scott Molander, co-founder of Hat World, for serving as our alumni speaker, 
and Mikaella dela Pena for giving the student commencement address.  

It won’t be long before most of campus will be on a well-deserved Winter Recess break. I would like to 
thank those individuals who must work during the holidays to maintain safety, facilities, and services, 
and I hope everyone has some time off to spend with family and friends. The University will be closed 
for Winter Recess beginning on Saturday, December 24 through Tuesday, January 3. Offices will reopen 
on Wednesday, January 4. Services that will remain open include public safety (24/7 through the break); 
Hulman Center ticket office (10 a.m. to 2 p.m. December 26-27 and 8 a.m. to game time on December 
28); the Recycle Center (8 a.m. to 2 p.m., December 27, December 29 and December 31); University Mail 
Services (noon to 1 p.m. December 27 for departments wishing to pick up departmental mail); post 
office boxes at the Scott College of Business (8 a.m. to 5 p.m. December 24, December 27-31 and 
January 3); and University Apartments South, University Apartments North and 500 Wabash. Please 
remember to turn off non critical electrical items before leaving for break. 

The Board of Trustees met today and approved a new bachelor of science degree in engineering 
designed to meet workforce needs in Indiana and to recruit underrepresented students into the field of 
engineering, a need that has been stressed by industry leaders. The program will be housed in the 
College of Technology and will be offered beginning fall 2017 pending approval by the Indiana 
Commission of Higher Education. Our development of new academic programs continues to focus on 
the interests of our students and the needs of our state’s employers. This will be a great addition to the 
College of Technology’s offerings. 

In a seminar earlier today, Diann McKee and Ratio Architects presented an update to the 2009 Campus 
Master Plan which includes improvements to academic facilities, student housing, athletic venues and 
student recreational areas. The plan also details the need for enhanced entryways to campus, upgraded 
wayfinding, increased parking and continued development of pedestrian and bicycle friendly routes. The 
university plans to continue to implement sustainable landscaping including installing additional green 
roofs, reducing chemical treatments, and utilizing more plant materials native to Indiana along with 
plantings that require less water and weekly maintenance. Master planning has been instrumental in 



changing our campus from a concrete, urban setting into a park-like atmosphere which provides a 
functional and beautiful setting for learning, living and working. A link to the plan is available at: 
http://www2.indstate.edu/business-affairs/. 

This afternoon, I provided an update on strategic planning to the trustees. It included the final 
benchmark data on “The Pathway to Success” strategic plan and initial benchmark and goal data for the 
“There’s More to Blue” plan. Implementation of the new strategic plan is well underway and will pick up 
strength following the holiday break. More information on “There’s More to Blue” is available at: 
http://irt2.indstate.edu/cms/sp16/. 

The board also heard a presentation of the 2015-16 Annual Report from the President’s Council on 
Inclusive Excellence by Josh Powers and Leah Reynolds.  

In other business, the trustees accepted the 2015-16 audited financial statements and approved 2017 
health benefits rates and 2017-18 housing and dining rates. 

Other items I would like to share: 

 Denise Collins has been invited by the White House Domestic Policy Council to participate in a 
White House event, “Advancing Educational Technology in Teacher Preparation Summit,” next 
week in Washington, D.C. The program will explore how to build a culture of active use of 
technology in preparing future educators including how to build a sustainable system of 
professional learning. Congratulations, Denise! 

 Congratulations to the BS in Accounting and EdS in School Psychology programs for being the 
inaugural recipients of the 2016 Provost’s Award for Excellence in Student Learning Assessment 
and Improvement! Susan Moncada accepted the award for accounting while Carrie Ball 
accepted the award for school psychology. Both were also recognized at today’s Board of 
Trustees meeting along with Mary Herrington-Perry who leads our assessment program. 

 Mini-grants ranging from $300 to $2,500 are available on a competitive basis to support events 
and programs connected to the University’s Sesquicentennial Era Celebration. Events and 
programs must be promoted and advertised as a Sesquicentennial event. Because of the 
number of requests received for reunions and anniversaries, they are only eligible for $1,000 on 
a one-time basis during the four years of the grant program. There also is an expectation that 
individuals attending a reunion will share in the cost of the event. The deadline for the grants to 
be used in 2017 is Monday, January 30, 2017. To apply, go to: 
https://indstate.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_9Nv3Gd1Oc1Q5qkJ. 

 Josh and Susan Powers were invited to present about ISU’s student success initiatives at the 
recent Complete College America national conference in San Francisco. The two were part of a 
closing panel, “Guided Momentum for a Million Students,” and a subsequent discussion 
breakout. It is great to see Indiana State in the national mix on this important issue. More 
information, including PowerPoint presentations and videos can be found at: 
http://completecollege.org/2016-annual-convening/. 

 Congratulations to the seven ISU alumni who were part of this year’s class of “12 under 40” 
honorees recognized by the Terre Haute Chamber of Commerce and the Terre Haute Tribune-
Star. The award recognizes young professionals who are making great contributions to the 
community. Sycamores honored this year include Kailee Burdick, '10, GR '13; Jeffery Clutter, GR 
'14; Brandon Henman '11, GR '15; Kiel Majewski, '06; Brittany Michaels, '08, GR '12; Rondrell 
Moore, '08; and Courtney Richey, GR '10. 
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 The Faculty Center for Teaching Excellence will be offering a three-part program entitled 
“Jumpstart January” on January 10, 11 and 12 from 9 to 11:30 a.m. Topics include how 
millennials learn, teaching through challenging (post-election) times, developing rubrics, 
cultivating informed learning, and how to make use of the smartphone in class. Breakfast will be 
provided. Registration is encouraged but not required. More information is available at: 
http://www.indstate.edu/fcte. 

 The Community School of the Arts will be offering an array of classes next semester for adults 
and children including a rock band for adults course that I am sure many of you will want to 
take. The complete schedule is available at: www.unboundedpossibilities.com/csa. 

Cheri and I would like to wish everyone a wonderful holiday and a healthy and happy new year. 

Sincerely, 

Daniel J. Bradley 
President 
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