


What Is Early Indiana State? 
The Vigo County School Corporation and Indiana State University have 
a long and evolving partnership to offer dual credit at the high schools. 
The number and variety of courses available has increased exponentially 
in recent years. The new Early Indiana State Program takes a giant step 
forward by allowing high school students to select a major track and take 
courses at the high school that flow directly into the chosen major. In the 
Early Indiana State program, students will take specific College Challenge 
courses in the junior and senior years, along with courses on campus in 
Indiana State’s summer session. Students then enter the University as 
a sophomore the fall after high school graduation, having completed 30 
credits directly applicable to the selected college major. Early Indiana State 
will allow students to complete a bachelor degree three years after high 
school graduation!

• Graduate with a bachelor’s degree in three years. 

• Reduce your college cost by taking advantage of College Challenge 
courses and a scholarship for summer courses at Indiana State.

• Ease your transition from high school to college on a campus that will 
feel like home.

Choose from Our Top 5 Most Popular Majors:

Pre-Business/Business Administration
Pre-Education (Elementary and Secondary)

Criminology/Criminal Justice
Psychology

Nursing

How It Works

Students select a major track and complete 30 credit hours prior to full-time 
enrollment at Indiana State. Courses will be completed as follows:

• College Challenge classes at the High School—Through College 
Challenge enrollment at the high school, students take approximately six 
3-credit Foundational Studies courses during the junior and senior years 
(18 credits in total).

• Summer Courses at Indiana State after Junior Year—Students take 
two pre-determined 3-credit, on-campus courses (applicable to selected 
majors) during the summer between the junior and senior year.*

• Summer Courses at Indiana State after Senior Year—Students take 
two 3-credit, on-campus courses (applicable to selected majors) during 
the summer between senior year and fall start at Indiana State.*

*Indiana State University on-campus summer courses may not be required for 
all Early Indiana State students, depending on the major chosen and the courses 
available within the high school.



HUGE Savings Toward Your College Degree

The combination of the reduced tuition rate for College Challenge courses, 
as well as summer term scholarships, is a major benefit for students 
(and families), saving thousands off the cost of a fourth year of full-time 
enrollment and housing on campus. 

Compared to the total cost of one year of tuition, books, room and board 
(approximately $19,500), students who complete the full 30 credit hour program 
will save approximately $17,450 off the cost of a college degree. 

Additional Savings

• Free or reduced lunch eligibility—student who are eligible for free or 
reduced lunch receive a waiver for all tuition charges associated with 
College Challenge courses in the high school. (Tuition waiver does not 
apply to on-campus summer courses.)

• Summer courses may not be required for all Early Indiana State 
students. Summer courses are available to supplement the College 
Challenge courses offered at the high school. The need for summer 
courses will depend on the major selected and the courses available at 
the school. 

• All courses taken at the high school are available at the standard College 
Challenge tuition rate of $25 per credit hour. 

Student Eligibility

Students who wish to pursue the Early Indiana State program must be on 
the Core 40 diploma track or above in the Vigo County School Corporation, 
and meet the minimum GPA requirement of 2.5 or better. To apply, 
submit an Early Indiana State program application along with high school 
transcripts to Indiana State University College Challenge Office. Once 
admitted, students will sign an agreement to enroll fulltime at Indiana State 
in the fall term following high school graduation and select a major track. A 
contract of study will be followed for the chosen major track, outlining the 
courses to be taken over the junior and senior years to complete the full 30 
credit hour program. 

Early College Program Cost

College Challenge Courses (18 credits) $450

Books for College Challenge courses $0

ISU Summer Courses (12 credits max) $1,200

Estimated Books for Summer Courses  $400

MAXIMUM COST $2,050

Freshman Year On Campus

Freshman Year Tuition (12-18 hrs.) $8,700

Room and Board $10,000

Books  $800

TOTAL COST $19,500

VS.



Program Benefits

• Expand dual credit opportunities for Vigo County students.
• Increase college attainment of high school graduates.
• Provide students with low-cost opportunities to complete college credit.
• Graduate from high school with 30 credit hours that apply directly to 

Indiana State majors. 
• Become familiar and comfortable with campus and make connections 

with Indiana State faculty by attending summer classes.
• Shorten the time to complete a degree by a full year and reduce the cost 

by nearly a fourth. 
• Summer bridge program will bring students to campus for course work 

over the summer, providing a transition period to bridge the gap from 
high school to college. Student will be better prepared for the academic 
expectations on campus, more comfortable with the classroom 
environment, and more experienced and knowledgeable about the 
campus in general. 

Talk with your guidance counselor 
today to apply for the 

Early Indiana State Program 
and accelerate your future!

For more information about Early Indiana State, contact the 
Indiana State University College Challenge Office at:

E-mail: ISU-CollegeChallenge@indstate.edu 
Phone: 812-237-2345

Website: www.indstate.edu/challenge


