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ISU Graduate Council 

Meeting Minutes 

September 19, 2018 

Attendance: 

Present Members: Jolynn Kuhlman, Chris MacDonald, Liz O’Laughlin, Mehran 
Shahhosseini, Howell Tapley, Vicki Hammen, Rusty Gonser 

 
Absent Members: Ramachandra Abhyankar, Bridget Roberts-Pittman 
 
Representatives: Ashley Layman, Carrie Ball, Jackie Shin, Denise Collins, Troy 

Allen, Yasenka Peterson, Bassam Yousif  
 
1. Call to Order 

Liz O’Laughlin called to order at 1:00 pm. 

 
2. Approval of 09/05/18 Minutes 

a. Motion to approve minutes moved by Chris MacDonald, Mehran 

Shahhosseini second. (7,0,0)  
 

3. New Business 

A. Charges for GC Subcommittees 

a. Program Review 

i. L. O’Laughlin—Motion to extend the deadline from Nov. 1st 

to Dec. 1st, since BCOE and COB have not yet received 

dashboard data. Moved by Jolynn Kuhlman, Rusty Gonser 

second. (7,0,0). Note: SCOB and Library has nobody in the 

review team, need someone to represent it. 

B. Discussion of Ad-hoc committee to review graduate assistantship 

process and allocation of funds 

a. L. O’Laughlin 

i. The GA positions were supposed to be given to department 

wise, then it changed as position wise, now it came back to 

offering the GA department wise. The GA allocation should 

be reviewed again. Changing of tuition waiver which means 

instate tuition waiver it should be considered irrespective of 

credit hours. 

b. Dean Collins 

i. Requested help from the committee on the motion of GA 

allocation some evidence and help during the process. She 

did not request them to provide with full support but some 

evidence on how to take it forward. 
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c. Liz O’Laughlin:  

i. We should clarify the balance of the assistantship 

d. Dean Collins: 

i. The graduate school also wants to see what can be done 

to increase the number of student intake who can pay 

tuition fees. This is not yet enforced. 

e. Rusty Gonser: 

i. We should know about the breakdown. Need to categorize 

the budget allocations as Research, administration, 

Instructional and TA. 

ii. Needs data on what percentage of students are in each type 

of positions. 

f. Dean Collins: 

i. The percentage should be checked according to 

department wise and not college wise.  

g. Rusty Gonser: 

i. We should know the ration at department and college. 

h. Dean Collins: 

i. Should we also make a list of criteria that the CGPS should 

look for before offering the assistantship? 

ii. What should the student pass as criteria for the department 

to allocate more pay than a minimum stipend? 

i. Liz O’Laughlin:  

i. Need to answer few important questions before taking 

decisions regarding the raise of tuition fee: 

Q1: Breakdown 

Q2: Stipend criteria 

j. Jolynn Kuhlman:  

i. What are the standards for peer institutions 

k. Vicki Hammen: 

i. Q3: Tuition vs fee waiver  

l. Liz O’Laughlin:  

i. Q4: Criteria of Min. pay 

m. Jolynn Kuhlman:  

i. Q5: Policies 

n. Dean Collins: 

i. If we raise the tuition fee will the students still want to come 

to ISU. 

ii. Do we want to increase quantity or do we want to improve 

the quality of students? 

o. Liz O’Laughlin:  
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i. Made a motion that all the GA related questions can be 

answered by Student affairs, Chris MacDonald second 

(7,0,0) 

ii. Faculty should also have their opinions to be considered too. 

For that create a committee and ask globally. Rusty Gonser 

made a motion to look for volunteers, Jolynn Kuhlman 

second (7,0,0) 

C. Nominee for Theodore Dreiser Research/Creativity Award Committee 

i. Jolynn Kuhlman nominated herself 

4. Reports 

A. CGPS Dean 

a. Review data will be there on Monday. Has to ask the curriculum 

affairs meeting to some other date so that the graduate council will 

have some documents beforehand for their meeting. 

B. Faculty Senate Liaison (Carrie Ball) 

a. The programs are strong programs under enrollment feedbacks. 

 

Adjournment 
Liz O’Laughlin adjourned the meeting at 1:55 pm.  


