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Guidance for Collaborative Research Across Multiple Institutions  

 

External IRB reliance is when ISU’s IRB agrees to accept and rely on the review and continuing 

oversight another institution’s IRB.  

 

ISU supports collaborations with researcher(s) at external institutions. ISU’s IRB is willing to 

accept the IRB determination from an external institution. The external reliance MUST be 

documented in IRBNet and may require a reliance agreement.  

 

Exempt Research: Protocol from institutions with exempt determinations require an 

Internal Authorization Approval.  

 

Expedited and Full-board Research: Protocol from institutions that have been approved by 

an IRB as expedited or full, ISU will enter into an agreement with the other institution to 

document the IRB that will be the IRB-of-Record.  

 

Procedures 

As the institutional investigator, you will need to create a new package in ISU’s IRBNet and 

upload the IRB application approved by the external IRB, their IRB approval letter, and your CITI 

training certificate along with the CITI training certificate of any other researchers here at ISU. 

You will need to share the project with the administrative reviewer and both you and the 

administrative reviewer must sign the package. Submit the package and through IRBNet project 

mail, please indicate your request that the ISU IRB review and accept the IRB determination of the 

other institution.   

 

The ISU IRB will review the package submitted and make the recommendation to the ISU IRB 

Administrator to accept the external review. Depending on University policy and differences in 

University IRB protocols, additional information may be requested before a determination can be 

made. 

 

The ISU IRB Administrator will either 1) Issue an Internal Authorization Approval for exempt 

studies indicating ISU’s IRB is accepting the external review; or 2) Contact the external institution 

to establish a Reliance Agreement if the protocol is an expedited or full-board review. 

 

Once an Internal Authorization Approval has been issued or a Reliance Agreement has been fully 

signed by both institutions, the ISU IRB chairperson or vice chairperson will upload the document 

to IRBNet. You may not begin research activities until the project has been processed and you 

have been informed through IRBNet. 


