
Narrative                  English 305E: New Media Writing  
 
Demonstrate fluency in the writing process: planning, drafting, revising, editing, and 
preparing final papers.  Students will be asked to plan and draft for their larger 
assignments in their blog posts, draft for one-on-one conferences with their professor and 
for in-class workshops with their peers, and revise and edit after receiving formative 
feedback from both their instructor and their peers. The writing process will be 
emphasized throughout all of their projects and the graded blog posts will emphasize the 
importance of that process (many of those posts will help students compose, research, and 
revise their final argumentative assignment).  

 
Demonstrate competence in the varied elements of writing: thesis, stance, content, 
organization, sentences, diction, and technical matters. While students will be 
composing in online spaces, they will be writing the equivalent, if not more, than students 
in other 300-level composition courses. The ten blog entries, electrate narrative, and 
rhetorical reflection (for the meme assignment) assignments will allow students to 
demonstrate their competence in all of the listed areas.   

 
Demonstrate awareness of rhetorical strategies in various forms of writing, with 
particular attention to audience.  The course readings will introduce students to a 
variety of rhetorical strategies, and the blog assignments will ask them to evaluate and then 
enact those strategies in their own writing. Composing in digital formats will further allow 
students to write for audiences beyond that of the typical composition classroom (the 
instructor). Students will post and share some of their work in public forums (particularly 
with the memetation assignment), allowing them to not only write for an audience but to 
also see how that audience responds.   

 
Assess the usefulness and reliability of sources, including Internet sources. Students 
will be asked to evaluate sources in both class discussion and in formal blog and writing 
assignments. The assigned readings also help students develop an understanding of what is 
and is not a reliable source.  Internet sources will be especially important in this course. 
They will be evaluated for content, as well as design and usability.  
 
Synthesize and critique material from a variety of sources with an emphasis on 
scholarly and professional publications; incorporate sources; document sources 
properly. The final assignment (An Electrate Argument) asks students to compose a 
lengthy argument in a digital format. This composition can take a number of forms (digital 
essay, comic, video, website, etc) but requires that students include and synthesize 
research from scholarly and professional publications. While their final project may not 
look like a formal academic paper, it will require the same level of research and source 
documentation as a formal academic paper would. All of their assignments will require 
formal documentation and research.  
 
Exhibit critical thinking as readers and as writers. Through course readings, class 
discussions and activities, and both formal and informal writing assignments, students will 



critically engage with the digital world they have existed in but likely not critically engaged 
with for most of their lives. The assignments and class periods are intended to not only 
improve students’ writing abilities, but also to encourage awareness of how rhetoric works 
in digital spaces and how even the simple act of tweeting is rhetorical and audience driven.  
 
Understand the relevance of good writing to real-world situations. Because this course 
focuses on writing in digital environments, students will incorporate things they do on a 
daily bases (read memes, share images and articles, comment on social media threads) into 
their academic study. They will evaluate both formal and informal instances of online 
writing (sometimes writing they did themselves and sometimes writing done by others) 
and understand how what they write online contributes to their own digital persona.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



English 313 Syllabus  

Course Website: http://thenewmediawriter305Spring15.wordpress.com 

 

 

Course Description: English 305 presents a more sophisticated rhetorical approach to writing 

than lower-division writing courses, and it emphasizes writing for an audience.  

Sections may focus on a variety of subject matter including writing in the workplace, citizenship 

in a democratic society, cultural issues, or professional interests. This particular section of ENG 

305 will focus on New Media Writing. Students will learn how to both analyze and compose 

new media texts. As students in the twenty-first century, you are already writing far more than 

any previous generation of students. Yet we often forget how frequently we write since we do so 

much of that writing in digital spaces. Consequently, this course will focus on cultivating a 

critical understanding of what it means to be a writer in an electrate age while also improving 

your ability to compose texts within a variety of digital mediums. We will read about digital 

technologies and compose with digital technologies. We will consider how the addition of visual 

rhetoric to traditional forms of composition has altered the ways we compose. This course will 

culminate with a large digital project that utilizes both textual and visual modes of argument.   

 

Learning Outcomes: 

 

By the end of English 305, students should be able to:  

 demonstrate fluency in the writing process: planning, drafting, revising, 

 editing, and preparing final papers; 

 demonstrate increasing mastery of the varied elements of writing: thesis, stance, content, 

organization, sentences, diction, and technical matters; 

 demonstrate an awareness of rhetorical strategies in various forms of writing; 

 exhibit critical thinking as readers and as writers; 

 synthesize and critique material from a variety of sources with an emphasis on scholarly 

and professional publications; 

 assess the usefulness and reliability of sources, including Internet sources; 

 revise appropriately; 

 demonstrate mechanical and grammatical competence; 

 document sources properly; and 

  understand the relevance of good writing to real-world situations. 

 

Required Texts:  

 

Morey, Sean. The New Media Writer. Southlake, TX: Fountainhead Press, 2014. Print.  

 

Course Policies: 

1. Attend class.  Make-up work is allowed only with documented evidence providing a 

legitimate explanation for an absence.  Contact your instructor prior to an absence 

whenever possible.   

2. Complete all major assignments. The minimum requirement for this class is to complete 

all major projects; however, completing all major projects is not a guarantee that you will 

http://thenewmediawriter305spring15.wordpress.com/


pass.  You must still achieve a minimum percent of possible semester points to pass the 

class. 

3. All coursework will be turned in on the blog you create at the beginning of the semester. 

Major projects should be created as a page while blogs can be added to the homepage.   

4. Turn in all work on time.  Work turned in after the beginning of class is considered late.  

Late work will be penalized one letter grade for each late day (including turning it in after 

the beginning of class the day it is due, weekends, and holidays). Extensions for papers 

are granted only in exceptional circumstances and must be made in advance.   

5. Be courteous and respectful to your classmates and your instructor.  The ISU Code of 

Student Conduct grants instructors authority to maintain classroom discipline, including 

the right to ask disruptive students to leave the classroom. 

6. Use MLA format and citation for all assignments in the course.  

Attendance Policy:  

This course will require your attendance every week. The work we do each week in class 

will be essential to your ability to pass the course. If you miss class, you will fall behind 

and your grade will suffer. You can miss three class periods without penalty. After that, 

each absence will result in a grade penalty. So if you miss four courses and your final 

grade is a B, you will receive an B-. If you miss more than 10 class periods, you will 

automatically fail the course.  

Communication Policy: 

 

1. Emails will be answered in 24 hours; emails will not be answered during the weekend or 

on holidays. Email is the best way to contact me.  

2. Emails must be sent using your ISU email account.  

3. For the first few weeks of class, emails must contain at least the following information: 

your real name, which class you are in, and the subject of your message in the subject 

line of the email (Ex: Question about Homework Assignment).   

4. If I do not respond within 24 hours during the week, please resend your email.  

Laptops and Electronic Devises 

Laptop Required for Course: Regular Usage: For the purposes of this course, it will be assumed 

that you are in compliance with the mandatory laptop policy of the University. You will be 

expected to bring your laptop and be ready to use it for every class period. Usage of the laptop 

must conform to the provisions of this course as laid out in this syllabus as well as the Code of 

Student Conduct. 

1. This is a writing course where we will be composing with new media. Consequently, it 

will be impossible to complete the work without your laptop. You are required to bring 

your laptop to class every day.  

2. Do not use your smart or cell phone during class, unless I have given you permission to 

do so. Do not text and please turn your phone to silent (NOT VIBRATE) when you enter 

class.  



3. Ipods and other mp3 players may be used on writing days. If we are not writing in class, 

you should not have buds or headphones in your ears. When you do use your ipods, 

please be sure that you are the only one who can hear your music.  

Plagiarism: The ISU Code of Student Conduct defines plagiarism as follows: 

 

Plagiarism is intentionally or carelessly presenting the work of another as one’s own.  It  

includes submitting an assignment purporting to be the student’s original work which has  

wholly or in part been created by another.  It also includes the presentation of the work,  

ideas, representations, or words of another without customary and proper  

acknowledgement of sources.  Students must consult instructors for clarification in any  

situation in which documentation is an issue.  Students will be considered to have  

plagiarized whenever their work is not properly documented. (4) 

 

One of the primary goals for you in this class is to learn how to properly cite and incorporate 

sources so that you will not plagiarize in your college papers.   If you plagiarize in this class, 

you will fail the class, and the case will be reported to Student Judiciary. For additional 

information on plagiarism, and its consequences at this University, see the ISU Code of Student 

Conduct. 

 

Academic Freedom: ISU follows the American Association of University Professors’ guidelines 

for academic freedom as described on their website 

(http://www.aaup.org/aaup/pubres/policydocs/content/1940statement): “Teachers are entitled to 

freedom in the classroom in discussing their subject, but they should be careful not to introduce 

into their teaching controversial matter which has no relation to their subject.” 

 

Students with Special Needs: By federal law, you are entitled to and eligible for 

accommodation through Student Support Services, Gillum Hall 210E, 237.7920. Such 

accommodation may include more time on in-class writing or a transcriber for out-of-class work. 

Instructors cannot grant accommodation unless they have authorization from SSS, and SSS will 

not authorize accommodation until you have submitted to their office all required paperwork. 

You are not required to disclose your disability to your instructor; however, if you would like to 

request accommodation for this class, you will need to contact SSS directly to initiate the 

process. 

  

Help with Your Writing: The ISU Writing Center provides free writing consultations to all 

students on an appointment or walk-in basis. The Center’s consultants will assist you with any 

piece of writing, at any stage of the writing process. For example, consultants can help you learn 

to identify paper topics and generate ideas for them, plan and organize drafts, and rewrite and 

edit your papers. The Center’s purpose is not to correct or proofread final drafts for you, but to 

help you learn strategies that good writers use during the process of writing. You may visit the 

Center for assistance with any writing project for this class.  

 

Assignments:  

 

Weekly Blogs: You will need to complete 10 blogs (400-500 words each) throughout this 

course. These blogs should use both visual and textual rhetorics and will respond to 

http://www.aaup.org/aaup/pubres/policydocs/content/1940statement


readings, assignments, and discussions from class. I will post prompts for you to respond 

to throughout the semester. You must respond to these prompts in order for your blog to 

count. While you will be composing online, this does not mean that you should not take 

these assignments seriously. These should be considered formal writing assignments even 

though you will compose them in a blog format. (We will use wordpress for all of our 

blogging needs.) You should write these blogs as they are posted, but I will grade them 

on specific dates in order to allow you to revise these posts after course discussions. 

Because of the frequency of these posts and in order to allow for student revision, I will 

grade blogs four times throughout the semester: once after your first blog assignment (to 

give you feedback on how to improve), again right before midterms, and two other times 

as noted on the syllabus. For the first half of the semester, your blogs will deal with the 

content of readings and interaction with new media production tools. For the second half 

of the semester, your blogs will act as a forum for the invention and drafting of your final 

project.
1
 

 

Becoming Electrate (A Narrative):  In this assignment, you will produce a narrative that 

reflects on your own process of acquiring electracy (a term referring to the ability to read 

and produce new media texts). To do this, you will have to consider your own acquisition 

of literacy and your access to digital technologies (like computers and smart phones). 

You will also have to consider your ability to compose in new media formats. You likely 

have encountered people who do not understand the simplest aspects of computers or the 

internet. Yet if you came of age in the last decade, the things these people struggle to 

understand likely seem like common sense to you. Consequently, this assignment will ask 

you to critically reflect on your own experiences acquiring print literacy and new media 

electracy by considering how who you are (age, race, class, gender, etc.) has impacted 

your acquisition of something so essential to twenty-first century life and 

communication.
2
  

 

Technology Presentation: This class will require you to compose with a variety of 

mediums (print, images, video, etc). Consequently, each student will be asked to 

compose a brief technology presentation. To do this, you will be required to 1. Do 

research to find an open-access digital production tool (this can be for the computer or for 

                                                        
1 All of the blog posts will ask students to demonstrate competence in the varied elements of 

writing (LO-2), demonstrate awareness of rhetorical strategies in various forms of writing (LO-

3), exhibit critical thinking as readers and writings (LO-6), and understand the relevance of good 

writing to real-world situations (LO-7). Some (especially those assigned in the second half of the 

semester in preparation for the final assignment) will ask students to demonstrate fluency in the 

writing process (LO-1). Specific blog posts (at least 2) will ask students to assess the usefulness 

and reliability of sources (LO-4).  
2 The narrative assignment will ask students to critically reflect on their own acquisition of 
both print and digital literacy. In class workshops will facilitate a process approach to this 
assignment (LO-1). This assignment will be thesis driven and assess competence in varied 
elements of writing (LO-2). It will primarily ask students to critically reflect on their own 
technology use and how issues of class, race, access, ability, etc. impact their relationship 
with technology (LO-6 and LO-7).  



a phone); 2. learn how to use the tool well-enough to teach the class what it does and how 

it works; and 3. create and give  a 6-8 minute presentation that utilizes technology in 

order to teach the class how to use the production tool you selected. Students cannot 

present on the same technology. At the end of this assignment, you will have created a 

presentation (you will post your presentation plan to your blog, and this will also count as 

one of your 10 blog posts) and learned how to use more than twenty different 

applications and open-access composition tools. If the University provides a tool that is 

not open access (for instance on the computers in the library), then you can also present 

on that software.
3
 

 

Memetation (Meme+Mutation): Memes have become a popular form of argument, 

circulating from one friend to another until the point of origin is no longer known. In 

order to begin our investigation of how visual rhetoric works, we will identify and 

discuss the ways memes use rhetoric. We will investigate the reasons for their rampant 

popularity and their all too frequent use of faulty logic. After we have done that, you will 

be sent out to create your own series of memes. This series should take an original idea 

and present an argument using a meme while avoiding faulty logic. Then you should 

create two more memes that are mutations of the original meme. (This means that all the 

memes should be clearly connected, whether that means they all use the same image, use 

the same rhetorical tactic, or that they all present the same argument.) You will meet with 

your instructor privately to discuss your rhetorical approach to this assignment. After you 

have created your memes, you will complete a 600-800 word explanation of your meme 

project discussing your visual and textual rhetorical choices. You are required to post 

these memes in a public, digital forum. You cannot successfully discuss your rhetorical 

process and interaction with audience if you have not shared your memes publicly. If any 

of your memes goes viral (1,000+ shares), you will receive 100% on the meme portion of 

this assignment. Your meme development will be worth 7% of your total grade, and your 

rhetorical reflection will be worth 8%.
4
 

 

An Electrate Argument: Your final project for this course will ask you to use all you have 

learned about new media to compose an electrate argument while paying specific 

                                                        
3 The written aspect of the technology presentation will require students to plan (LO-1) a 
presentation that will demonstrate competence in composition (LO-2).  
4 The development of arguments via memes requires students to demonstrate awareness 
of rhetorical strategies in various forms of writing (LO-3). Students will post their memes 
in a digital space and this will further allow them to pay attention to and interact with an 
audience (LO-3). The creative aspect of this assignment (combining image and alphabetic 
text) will ask students to exhibit critical thinking as readers and writings (LO-6) and 
understanding the relevance of good writing to real-world situations (LO-7). The rhetorical 
reflection asks them to consider the readings we have done in class and write about their 
rhetorical process during their construction of the memes (LO-6 and LO-7). Like all of the 
writing assignments in this course, this asks students to demonstrate fluency in the writing 
process (LO-1), demonstrate competence in elements of writing (LO-2), and demonstrate 
awareness of rhetorical strategies (LO-3). It further asks students to synthesize their own 
experiences with a variety of sources we have read for the course (LO-5).  



attention to audience. This argument can range from the political to the academic and can 

be presented in a variety of media formats: a written argument (composed online, of 

course) that utilizes video and photos, a video project that you also create a script for, or a 

complete website directed at convincing someone to do something (join a group, create 

change, support a movement, etc). You can use a variety of tools to create this project 

(from Prezi, to imovie, to a comic generator). For this assignment you must present an 

argument with both print and new media texts (alphabetic text and new media 

technologies). You will meet with your instructor individually to ensure that you are 

composing an argumentative project of sufficient length and at that meeting you will 

workshop your draft. We will also workshop your assignments in class in order to help 

you revise.
5
 

 

Reading Quizzes: In order to ensure students are doing the reading in the course, reading 

quizzes will be given randomly. These readings are essential to your ability to write the 

larger assignments for the course. These quizzes will be worth 10% of your final grade.  

 

Class Participation: Class Participation (speaking in class, actively engaging in the 

material, etc.) will be worth 10% of your final grade as your participation in discussions 

on the reading and writing workshops will be essential to this course’s success. Simply 

sitting in class will not count as participation. 

 

***More detailed assignment sheets will be given out later in the semester.*** 

 

 

 

Grade Distribution:  

 

 Weekly Blogs: 20% 

 Becoming Electrate (A Narrative): 10% 

 Technology Presentation: 5%  

 Memetation: 15% 

 Final Project: 30% 

 Quizzes: 10% 

 Participation: 10% 

 

                                                        
5 The final project for this course asks students to compose a lengthy digital argument. The 
previous assignments have built up to this assignment and some of the blog posts will 
allow students to receive credit for and feedback on their writing process (LO-1). As the 
culminating experience in the course, this assignment asks students to develop an 
argument (LO-3) via the synthesis of sources (LO-5 and LO-4). While they may create an 
entirely digital project (such as a video), they are still required to write a plan for that 
project. They also may choose to compose a primarily text-based argument, but that 
argument must include visual aspects of argumentation as well (LO-3). No matter the 
format, students are required to document sources properly (LO-5). This final project must 
exhibit critical thinking (LO-6) and engage with an audience (LO-3).  



Grading Scale:  

 

97-100: A+ 

94-96: A 

90-93: A- 

87-89: B+ 

84-86: B 

80-83: B- 

77-79: C+ 

74-76: C 

70-73: C- 

67-69: D+ 

64-66: D 

60-63: D- 

59 and below: F 

 

Course Schedule  

*All readings are from The New Media Writer unless noted otherwise  

 

Date Reading and Writing Homework  Assignments 

Due 

1/13 Introduction to the Course  

1/15  “How to Use this book” v-vi 

 “Preface to Students” 7-12 

 “Introduction” 13-26
6
  

 

1/20  “The Medium is the Message” by McLuhan PDF 
7
 

 Set up your blog for the course  

 

1/22  Introduction to Becoming Electrate Assignment  

 “Visual Rhetoric” 27-57 

Blog 1 Due  

1/27  Begin drafting Becoming Electrate  

 Marc Prensky, Digital Natives, Digital Immigrants PDF 

 

1/29  Continue drafting Becoming Electrate  

 Selection from Race, Rhetoric, and Technology by Adam J. 

Banks PDF 

 

2/3  Introduction to Memetation   

2/5  Selection from Shifman on Memes PDF Becoming 

Electrate (A 

Narrative)  

                                                        
6 The selected textbook and the readings assigned from that textbook help students think 

critically about reading and writing in digital spaces (LO-6). They also help students consider 

and reflect upon various aspects of the writing process (LO-1). Later readings such as 

“Preproduction (Research)” direct students in their analysis and synthesis of both print and 

digital sources (LO-4 and LO-5).  
7 This and other additional readings (not included in the textbook) will facilitate students’ 

abilities to exhibit critical thinking as readers and writers (LO-6).  



2/10  “Reading Visual Arguments” 59-96  

2/12  “Media Convergence” 97-146  

2/17  Create your first meme and post it publicly before coming 

to class.  

 Sign up for conferences in class  

Blogs 2, 3, 4, 

and 5 due  

2/19  INTERIM GRADING BEGINS  

 Student Teacher Conferences  

 

2/24  Student Teacher Conferences   

2/26  “Scouting Media Environments and Ecologies” 147-178 

 Sign up for technology presentations  

 

3/3  Watch: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=il5hwpdJMcg8 

 Read: http://theoatmeal.com/comics/columbus_day 

 

3/5  Technology Presentations  Memetation 

Due 

3/10  Technology Presentations   

3/12  Technology Presentations  

  

 

3/16-3/20  SPRING BREAK – NO CLASSES  

3/24  “Screening Audiences and Actors” 179-214 Blogs 6, 7, 

and 8 Due  

3/26  “Preproduction (Research)” 215-240  

3/31  “Story Development (Argument)” 241-266  

4/2  “Scripts (Writing)” 267-298  

4/7  “Design” 299-340  

4/9  “Editing” 341-362  

4/14  “Delivery” 363-385  

4/16  Watch or read the following examples of New Media Texts:  

o http://www.thelocal.fr/20140211/video-its-a-

womans-world-in-oppressed-majority 

o http://www.upworthy.com/boys-will-probably-

never-understand-what-its-actually-like-to-run-like-

a-girl?c=hpstream 

o http://www.buzzfeed.com/kirstenking/shocking-

facts-that-show-how-widespread-mental-illness-

is%233rigbqq 

Blogs 9 and 

10 Due  

4/21 Student/Teacher Conferences   

4/23 Student/Teacher Conferences   

4/28  Bring Draft of Electrate Argument for Workshop
9
   

                                                        
8 Students will often be asked (either in class or as homework) to view, read, or otherwise engage 

with digital texts. This will facilitate and improve their abilities to critique sources (LO-5) while 

also preparing them to develop their own new media texts (LO-2).  
9 Both the student/teacher conferences and the workshop will help students learn to revise 
their own writing and continue to improve their writing process (LO-1).   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=il5hwpdJMcg
http://www.thelocal.fr/20140211/video-its-a-womans-world-in-oppressed-majority
http://www.thelocal.fr/20140211/video-its-a-womans-world-in-oppressed-majority
http://www.upworthy.com/boys-will-probably-never-understand-what-its-actually-like-to-run-like-a-girl?c=hpstream
http://www.upworthy.com/boys-will-probably-never-understand-what-its-actually-like-to-run-like-a-girl?c=hpstream
http://www.upworthy.com/boys-will-probably-never-understand-what-its-actually-like-to-run-like-a-girl?c=hpstream


4/30  Workshop and course wrap-up   

4/31 LAST DAY OF CLASSES An Electrate 

Argument Due 

at 9 am 

5/5 1 pm Final Exam Period for 12:30 Class   

5/7 10 am Final Exam Period for 11:00 Class   

 

***The professor reserves the right to alter this syllabus at any time as long as the changes are 

made with students’ best interests in mind. 

 


