February 2017
Greetings,
The Division of University is off to a great start in 2017.
Almost 100 students travelled to Washington D.C. in
January for the inauguration. On February 6, we travelled
to Indianapolis for our annual ISU Day at the State
House. Student teams exhibited poster presentations
about the work that they do at State and interacted with
legislators. Our students are excellent ambassadors
and always make me proud at this event. Both of the
trips were organized by the American Democracy
Project.
Every semester, I talk to campus employers who have questions about whether or not the social media
profile of prospective and current student employees can be used as a factor in employment decisions. The
short answer is, typically, no. Departments should not use an applicant’s social media profile as a factor in
the decision to hire a student employee. Information on social media sites is unverifiable, typically unrelated
to the job, and a poor proxy for a reference check. Furthermore, a social media search is likely to reveal
information that is protected under non-discrimination policy and law, including race, age, disability, religious
affiliation, and political affiliation. Departments also should not monitor their current student employees’ social
media presence. A student employee’s social media posts should not be addressed as an employment
concern unless the post could be construed as the student acting in her or her capacity as an employee or if
protected information, such as HIPAA or FERPA related information, has been disclosed.
Career Readiness is a primary focus of Goal 2 in our strategic plan, There’s More to Blue. One of the guiding
frameworks for Goal 2 has been the seven career readiness competencies from the National Association of
Colleges and Employers (NACE). In January 2017, NACE added an eighth competency, Global/Intercultural
Fluency. This new competency is described as: “Value, respect, and learn from diverse cultures, races,
ages, genders, sexual orientations, and religions. The individual demonstrates, openness, inclusiveness,
sensitivity, and the ability to interact respectfully with all people and understand individuals’ differences.” This
competency aligns beautifully with our Foundational Studies program. The Career Center is a great resource
for faculty who are interested in exploring how they can help students demonstrate this competency in a
work-environment.
As always, I am interested in learning about the work that you are doing in community engagement and
experiential learning. If you have an idea that needs some funding or you just want to share a success,
please let me know.
Nancy Rogers

Alumni Association - The
Alumni Association travelled
to Florida last month to visit
alumni in Naples, Sarasota,
and Tampa. Nearly 300
alumni attended the three
events. Our alumni had a
great time catching up with
fellow alumni and campus
leaders and learning about
current happenings on
campus.

Faculty and Staff:
The Alumni Association
invites you to show pride for
your employer by
purchasing an Indiana State
University license plate this
year. The specialty license
plate program, operated by
the Bureau of Motor
Vehicles, is an option when
you renew your license
plate. Simply visit the BMV
website and click on the
Indiana State University plate option to get yours this year. Before completing the process, make sure you
click the box that allows Indiana State to be notified of your Sycamores license plate purchase. The Alumni
Association will send you a special gift for your purchase. For every Sycamores plate sold, $25 supports the
Alumni Association and student scholarships at Indiana State. Thank you in advance for your support and
showing your Sycamore pride!

Career Center STATE Works is off to a great start! Our first semester included learning the campus, balancing work and
school and basic workplace skills. We are excited about the Spring semester with our 94 active participants.
The spring semester will bring new avenues for communication, new participants, career development plans
and more. For a snapshot of our successes last semester and what is to come review the STATE Works
January update.

Day at the Statehouse Monday, February 6, forty seven students and faculty travelled to Indianapolis for the annual Day at the
Statehouse trip sponsored by the American Democracy Project. Students from different organizations had
displays set up in the North Atrium of the Statehouse. While there, they were able to mingle with legislators
during a lunchtime reception and experience the legislative session in the House and Senate. They were also
given a tour of the Statehouse before heading back to campus. For more information on American
Democracy Project events, visit http://www.indstate.edu/university-engagement/community-engagement/adp
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Center for Community Engagement New face of Spring Donaghy Day…we are celebrating during the entire month of April!
Spring cleaning, planting flowers, giving a fresh coat of paint, and preparing for summer to arrive are tasks to
be accomplished during 2017 Spring Donaghy “Month”. CCE is planning for an entire month of service for
Sycamores to participate in the standing tradition of Donaghy Day (Month). Colleges and divisions will each
have a date scheduled for their students, faculty, and staff to participate in Spring Donaghy Day. Check with
your Vice President, Chair, or Dean for your date.
New student organization….Alpha Phi Omega….at Indiana State University
The Center for Community Engagement would like to introduce the newest student organization to recolonize
on campus. Alpha Phi Omega is a national coeducational service organization founded on the principles of
leadership, friendship and service. It provides its members the opportunity to develop leadership skills as they
volunteer on their campus, in their community, to the nation, and to the organization. Alpha Phi Omega is a
great addition to our service and leadership programs. We are excited about the new opportunities APO will
create for service in the Wabash valley. The chapter is currently holding interest sessions and finalizing
colonization requirements. Please contact Jessica Starr, Jessica.starr@indstate.edu, for more details or
questions.

Community School of the Arts The Community School of the Arts offers free outreach programs at schools, youth centers and community
locations. This semester, the CSA is at Meadows Elementary and Sarah Scott Middle, both Title 1 Schools.
Made possible through funding from the Indiana Arts Commission’s “PACE” program (Partnering Arts,
Communities and Education), the CSA is currently completing its second year of “The Big Picture – Literacy
Through Art” at Meadows. The class is integrated with daytime school curricula and follows grade 1 students
through all subsequent elementary school years.
Combining visual art and literacy, the program offers connected arts and literacy experiences. Through use of
grade-appropriate written materials such as picture and story books the Indiana Academic Standards and
Visual Thinking Strategies are supported through reading and writing about art. Students are provided
notebook journals to record ideas, share information and respond to topics.
Through funding from Indiana State University’s strategic plan, “More to Blue”, the CSA is at Sarah Scott this
semester, offering African Drumming and FUSION Theater as an after-school program to 6th, 7th and 8th
grade students. Both classes align with Indiana Academic Standards.
FUSION is a performing arts after-school program that works with middle school students to develop a show
that will be performed on the last day of class. African Drumming is an interactive music class for young
people focusing on the basics of rhythm, pulse, and musical creativity.
All programs enable students to develop creative and critical problem-solving skills and promote higher selfesteem, and lead to pride in accomplishment - skills required to become productive citizens. Participating in
arts education helps students to set goals and develop a sense of craftsmanship; skills that will serve them
in both their childhood and adult lives.
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2017 Presidential Inauguration On Thursday afternoon, January 19, 100 students and several chaperones boarded two buses to attend the
2017 Presidential Inauguration. Traveling all night, arriving in Washington, DC in the early morning hours,
students were free to watch the parade and inauguration and explore on their own until they boarded the
buses late afternoon Friday and returned home. Their trip was featured on the Chronicle of Higher Education
webpage.

Photo 1: Abigail Niepagen, Karley Gayler, Aryn Richey, Kayla Lindsay, Dylan Stolz, Morgan Wray, Alyssa Taylor, Meghan
Bullington, Katelyn Emmerling posing for a group picture in Washington, DC.
Photo 2: Shayla Bozdech, Michael Sheppard, Abigail Walker sightseeing in Washington, DC.

Hulman Center February
Mary Lou Retton- February 28th, 7:00 PM, Tilson Auditorium- University Speaker Series
In 1984, Mary Lou Retton became America’s first Olympic gold medalist in gymnastics. She now travels as a
motivational speaker, a corporate spokesperson, and a “fitness ambassador.” Free admission.
March
Driving Miss Daisy- March 7th, 7:30PM, Tilson Auditorium- Performing Arts Series
This winner of the 1988 Pulitzer Prize and the Outer Critics Circle Award for Best Off-Broadway Play, features
Clarence Gilyard from “Walker, Texas Ranger” and Charlene Tilton from “Dallas.” This program is free for
students. Tickets for the public are available through the Hulman Center Ticket Office.
April
David Quammen- April 4th, 7:00PM, Tilson Auditorium- Speaker Series
David Quammen, a science, nature, and travel writer, has published several hundred articles and essays for
publications such as Harper’s, National Geographic, Outside, Esquire, and Rolling Stone. His books “The
Song of the Dodo”, “The Reluctant Mr. Darwin”, and “Spillover” discuss the science, history and human
impacts of emerging diseases and were short listed for eight national and international awards and have won
three. Free admission.
May
Annie- May 4th, 7:30PM, Tilson Auditorium- Performing Arts Series
Leapin’ Lizards! The world’s best-loved musical returns in a brand new production of the iconic original. Annie
includes such unforgettable songs as “It’s the Hard Knock Life,” “Easy Street”, “I Don’t Need Anything But
You,” plus the eternal anthem of optimism, “Tomorrow.” This program is free for students. Tickets for the
public are available through the Hulman Center Ticket Office.
Web Links:
Performing Arts Series: http://hulmancenter.org/performing-arts-series/
Speaker Series: http://hulmancenter.org/speaker-series/
Concerts/Other Events: http://hulmancenter.org/concerts-and-special-events/
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