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Remember High School?

Your high school experience may 

have been quite different than 

that of today’s college students.

Did you get any grades that you 
wanted to change?
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How has high school 
changed?

How much did you study?

Were you ready for college?

What were YOUR biggest 

surprises going into college?
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This program

will help you to understand the 

mindset of some of our 

students, allowing us to see 
“where they are coming from” 

and to help them succeed.
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Today we will

Discuss some high school attendance, 

testing and grading practices.

Provide ideas for being explicit about 
the expectations of college.

Provide strategies for teaching 
students how to be college students 

in their freshman year and beyond.
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Not a goal

… of this session to make college 
more like high school.

Rather, to provide strategies to help 
students succeed in higher 
education. 
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For information about 
freshmen

See the American Freshman:  National 
Norms Fall 2011

Available online:

www.heri.ucla.edu/
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Some positive data

69% of students entering college in 

2011 reported they “frequently” 
took notes in high school.

Almost 40% said they studied 6+ hours 

a week as high school seniors.
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More positives

More high school students are 

taking more Advanced 

Placement classes.

High school seniors who reported 
coming to class late their senior 

year was down a bit.
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Shortfall in Postsecondary 
Success

“One likely reason … is 
inadequate preparation of 
students in high school” (Rothman, 
2012 p. 11).

“About 40% of entering 
college students are required 
to take at least one remedial 
course…” (Rothman, 2012 p. 12)
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Variation in high schools

In curriculum

In homework & testing guidelines

In attendance requirements
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Wide variation in 
experience

Find out more about YOUR 

students.

Create an inventory/survey.
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What to ask

Did they take Advanced Placement 

classes?

Was it easy to get an “excused” 

absence in high school?

How many hours a week did they 

study?
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More information

Did you know your grade on any 

given day in the semester?

Were there final exams?  Could you 

be excused from them?

Could you re-take quizzes and tests to 

improve your grade?
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When you get information

Use this information to help students 

succeed.

Unprepared students need us the 

most.

Unprepared students don’t need to 

be berated!
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Poll: Which of the following is 
true in many high schools?

Excused absences:

A.  Require only a parent note.

B.  Entitle the student to make up all missed work 
and tests without any loss of credit.

C.  Require the teacher to help the student 
make up assignments and tests.

D.  All of the above
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Excused Absence Note

Please excuse my son from class 

Friday, as he was not feeling well 
that day.

Real meaning:  There was a rock 
concert Thursday, and my child 
attended.  He couldn’t get out of 

bed to come to school.
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My examples

These are from my high school 

teaching career, as well as those 
provided to me from colleagues 
and student teachers.
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What does excused 
mean?

Student can turn in all papers and 

homework with no penalty.  

Student can take the test that took 
place while gone, and it’s the 

teacher’s responsibility to make sure 
that he/she does.  
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Imagine your reaction

A freshman in your class misses the first 
exam without alerting you.  She comes 
to the next class and asks, “When do 
you want me to make up the test?”

This is the behavior that helped her to 
earn good grades in high school.
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How do we change this 
mindset?

Put your policy in writing in your syllabus.

If the paper is due Monday, and you are 
not in class, will the paper be 
accepted after Monday?  If so, until 
when?  With what penalty?

Re-teach this before tests and papers.  
Discuss it.
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Implications for us

Know your college/department policy 
for attendance.

Explain your policy for participation 
points, or for lowering a grade for 
absences.  

Advertise your classes.  Tell students at 
the end of one class what will be done 
at the next class and why that is 
important.
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To improve attendance

Get to know students.

Use interest inventories so that you 
know who your students are.

Use their names in class; stress the 
importance of their contributions.
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Give a rationale

We require attendance because…

We are doing this assignment 
because...

People who work in this field need to 
know this because…
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Have students tell you why

After an activity, ask students to 
tell you the rationale behind the 
lecture, presentation, or activity.

Have students tell you why a 
professional working in the field 
would need to know this.
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In other words

Get students to tell you what they 

learned by being in class.

Make this a typical review.
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Get feedback early

Use short, anonymous surveys to find 

out what students are thinking.

Are the readings understandable?

Which class presentations, lectures, 
and activities are helping you most?
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About homework

In some high schools homework is 

limited.

School or district policies state that 

teachers can’t reinforce completion.

Homework is given; doing it with others 

is encouraged.
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An example

A teaching assistant discovered 

students were working in pairs/small 
groups to do math problems.

She said she would give zeros for this 
behavior.
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Your homework policies

Be explicit if you want students to 
work together or not.

Discuss why homework is given.

Explain how homework will be used in 
class.
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What does “quiz” mean?
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Poll: Why do we give quizzes?

Choose all that apply

A.  To prompt students to stay on top of 
readings.

B.  To help students learn large amounts 
of material over time, not just before 
the final exam.

C.  To scare students into studying.

D.  To soak up some extra time in class.
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What does “quiz” mean?

Quiz may mean a pre-test in some 

high schools. Those with a score of 
90% or better have the score 
recorded.  Everyone else takes the 

quiz again the next day.  

Same quiz.  Second grade recorded.
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Explain quiz policy

Are your quizzes announced or 

unannounced?

Ungraded quizzes are OK. Have students 
grade their own papers to see how 
much they need to learn/study.

Quiz becomes informal, ongoing 
assessment.
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Quizzes that count for 
grades

Explain the value of having a quiz for 

a small amount of points.  

Explain the value of learning smaller 

amounts of material over time.

Consider dropping the lowest quiz 

grade. 
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Why do we test?

to assess student learning

to give feedback to students

to get feedback about what we 
have taught
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Re-taking the test

Students may re-take a test anytime 

during the semester at some high 
schools.

When their grade is not what they want, 
they request a re-take of an earlier test.  
(They get the second grade.)
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Your reaction?

A student asks you how she can raise 

her grade because she thinks she has 
earned a C.  She needs at least a B to 
keep her scholarship.
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Typical Reactions

We tend to think, “where have you been 
all semester?”

We tend to shake our heads in dismay.

You explain the grading scale and the 
possibility or impossibility of earning a B.
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In high school

This question may have indicated she 

was a strong student.

Even at the end of the semester, this 
student might have had options to 

raise the grade.
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Poll: How will the grade be 
recorded?

A student received a 34% on a test in 

high school.  The grade will be 
recorded as

A.   34%

B.   D-

C.   60%

D.  The grade won’t be recorded. 
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No such thing as failure

In some schools, a student may not earn 

less than 60% on a quiz, assignment, or 
test.

The school administration says earning 
below a 60% on some tests makes it 
impossible to then pass the course.
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If students don’t get the 
grade

In some areas, when students’ grades 

aren’t acceptable to parents, the 
students re-take the course over the 
summer at a private high school. 

Result:  New grade recorded
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What is my grade?

The students AND their parents see 

grades instantly, along with a 
semester average.

So, on any given day, the student 

and the parents know the grade.
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Now, about grading

Obviously, put your grading scale in the 

syllabus and explain the first day.

However, it is probably more important 
to explain the grading scale after the 
first test/paper has been returned.
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In addition to telling, show

Give a 1-page handout of how 

students can calculate their grade.

Show how to check grades on the 
college’s website and have them 

do it with you from their laptops.
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Do more informal 
assessment

Which topic do you understand the 

best from the last 2 weeks?

Which topic remains the least clear or 

difficult?

You can do a 1-minute paper to end 

class.
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After the first test or paper

How did you prepare for this 

test/paper?  How many hours did you 
study?  Where did you study?  How?

What will you do to change/improve 

your study habits and test 
preparation?
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What else can we do?

Discuss these issues in departmental 

meetings.

Can professors work with the campus’ 
student life personnel to cover more 

college skills in orientation or 
ongoing seminars for all students?
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Outreach to high schools

Could departments sponsor some 

Saturday programs for high school 
teachers for discussions/workshops?

Could college faculty work with area 

high schools to provide pre-college 
workshops about expectations?
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To summarize

High school isn’t like it used to be with 
regard to attendance, testing, or 
grading.  There is the idea that no 
student can ever fail.

College is different. It should be. 
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Why should we know 
about high school?

Knowing helps us to meet students 

“where they are” and to change 
their mindsets for college success.

We teach all who come through the 
classroom door.
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We’d like to know what you think!

Our evaluation form is located here:

https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/073112
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